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"The underlying idea behind compassionate appointment in death-in-harness cases
appears to be that the premature and unexpected passing away of the employee, who was
the only bread earner for the family, leaves the family members in such penurious condition
that but for an appointment on compassionate ground, they may not survive. There cannot
be a straitiacket formula applicable uniformly to all cases of employees dying-in-harness
which would warrant appointment on compassionate grounds. Each case has its own
peculiar features and is required to be dealt with bearing in mind the financial condition of
the family. It is only in “hand-to-mouth” cases that a claim for compassionate appointment
ought to be considered and granted. if at all other conditions are satisfied. Such “hand-to-
mouth” cases would include cases where the family of the deceased is ‘below poverty line’
and struggling to pay basic expenses such as food, rent, utilities, etc., arising out of lack of
any steady source of sustenance. This has to be distinguished from a mere fall in standard
of life arising out of the death of the bread earner".
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