Abstract

Fire & Rescue Services- Order passed by the Hon’ble Kerala
Administrative Tribunal (KAT) in O.A. No. 944/2025 filed by Sri.
Reji V. Kuriakose, District Fire Officer- Complied with- Orders
Issued.

HOME (F) DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Rt)N0.4029/2025/HOME Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 23-11-
2025

Appeal dated 23.05.2025 submitted by Sri. Reji V.
Kuriakose, District Fire Officer.

2. Letters of the Director General of Fire & Rescue Services
bearing number FIREHQ/1428/2025-E1 dated 23.06.2025
and 10.10.2025.

3. Order. . dated - 18.07.2025 - of ~the Hon'ble - Kerala
Administrative Tribunal in O.A. 944/2025
ORDER

Sri. Reji V. Kuriakose, District Fire Officer, Fire & Rescue Services,
filed O.A. No. 944/2025 before the Hon’ble Kerala Administrative
Tribunal (KAT) challenging the order issued by the Director General,
Fire & Rescue Services (F&RS), transferring him from Kottayam to the
Civil Defence Academy, Thrissur. His primary contentions were that he
had not completed the mandatory three-year tenure in Kottayam, having
joined on 20.07.2022, and that his request for a posting in Pathanamthitta
or Alappuzha—-citing past difficult station service of seven years in
Idukki/Wayanad-—was not considered.

Read: 1.

2. The Hon’ble Tribunal, while not interfering with the transfer, issued
the following specific direction in its order read as 3rd paper above:

“...the Original Application is disposed of with a direction (o the Ist
respondent to consider and pass orders on Annexure A7 appeal after
affording an opportunity of hearing to the applicant and party
respondents in accordance with Rules taking note of all the contentions



b

within a period of 2 months...’

3. In compliance with the above direction, the applicant was heard on
29.09.2025. The Administrative Officer (F&RS) also attended. The
applicant reiterated the points raised in his appeal read as 1st paper above
and written submission dated 08.08.2025, namely non-completion of
three years in Kottayam, absence of a draft transfer list enabling exercise
of options, and his request for posting to Pathanamthitta/Alappuzha. The
Administrative Officer defended the transfer order and furnished a
written report.

4. The matter was examined in detail. It is noted that the transfer of Sri.
Reji V. Kuriakose was issued on grounds of administrative exigency,
specifically to accommodate Sri. S.K. Bijumon (R3 in the OA) in
Kottayam on compassionate grounds, owing to his wife’s critical illness
(supported by medical records) and considering his impending
retirement. Granting such a posting in genuine and documented medical
hardship cases is a recognized administrative practice and is intended to
uphold humanitarian considerations and service morale.

5. As regards the applicant’s contention regarding minimum tenure, it is
settled law that transfer is an incidence of service, and no Government
servant has a vested right to insist on continuance at a particular station
or to claim a posting of choice. Tenure prescriptions such as the three-
year guideline issued by the Personnel & Administrative Reforms
Department are not statutory mandates. These may be relaxed by the
competent authority in compelling administrative circumstances or
public interest. In the present case, the administrative necessity of
providing a compassionate posting to an officer with documented
hardship constitutes a valid and reasonable ground for such relaxation.

6. It is also observed that the applicant has already served around eight
years in Kottayam during his 16-year tenure as District Fire Officer and
has seven years of service remaining. His request for posting to
Pathanamthitta/Alappuzha cannot be acceded to, as it would require
displacement of another officer, which would, in turn, disturb the overall
administrative equilibrium within the cadre.

7. In view of the foregoing facts, the report of the Director General, and
the principles governing transfers in service law, the transfer of Sri. Reji
V. Kuriakose, District Fire Officer, from Kottayam to the Civil Defence



Academy, Thrissur, is found to be valid, justified, and issued in
administrative exigency and public interest. No grounds have been
established warranting interference. Accordingly, the appeal submitted
by Sri. Reji V. Kuriakose is hereby rejected and the order read as 1st
paper above stands complied with.
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