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Note for the Council of Ministers |

This note relates to the proposal for converting the existing
post of Dafedar in the Kerala Public Service Commission to the post of

Office Attendant.

2, Appointments to the post of Dafedar in the Kerala Public
Service Commission are made by promotion from among the Office
Attendants. Out of the 21 posts of Dafedar currently existing in the
Commission, 8 were filled through such promotions from the post of
Office Attendant, while the remaining 13 are being managed through
temporary working arrangements from among Office Attendants. As
there are no further promotional prospects for those appointed as
Dafedars, Office Attendants are generally reluctant to take up this
promotion. Hence, the Secretary, Kerala Public Service Commission
recommended converting the 21 post of Dafedar with a Pay Scale of
X17,000-37,500 to the post of Office Attendant with a Pay Scale of
16,500-35,700.

3. Since the Employee Organizations have expressed their
support for converting the post of Dafedar to the posts of Office
Attendant, the Kerala Public Service Commission Secretary
recommended that the existing post of Dafedars may be converted to
Office Attendants with protection of their existing pay and the seniority
they would have received, if they had remained in the Office Attendant
post, and has also clarified that this conversion would not result in any

additional financial burden to the Government.

1




4. When the opinion of the Personnel and Administrative Reforms

Department was sought in the above matter, that Department opined as

follows:
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5. As the conversion of the post of Dafedar to the post of Office
Attendant does not involve any financial liability to the Government,
and since candidates are reluctant to accept promotion to the said post,
and those who receive promotion do not get opportunities for
appointment through by transfer posts, it was found appropriate to
consider converting the Dafedar post to the Office Attendant post and
accordingly, the remarks of the Finance Department was sought for in
the matter. The remarks offered by the Finance Department is as

follows:
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6. When the file was circulated to the Hon'ble Chief Minister for
orders on the matter regarding converting the post of Dafedar into the
post of Office Attendant, it was ordered to place the matter before the

Council of Ministers.

Points for Decision

1. Whether the 21 existing posts of Dafedar in the Kerala Public
Service Commission may be converted to the post of Office

Attendant?

2. Whether the 8 (eight) employees currently serving in the Dafedar
post may be granted protection of the salary they are presently

drawing?

3. Whether the above said 8 (eight) Officers may be granted
protection of the seniority they would have received, if they had

remained in the post of Office Attendant?




