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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
(SHRI.PINARAYI VIJAYAN MINISTRY)
NOTE FOR COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

1. File Number C2/74/2024-F&WLD
2. Department Forest & Wildlife (C) Department
3. Subject Renewal of lease of forest land in favour
of  Kerala  Forest  Development
Corporation (KFDC) for a further period
of 25 years with effect from 01.01.2026,
on expiry of the existing lease period —
Regarding.
4. Date of Chief Minister order for placing |08.03.2026
before the Council
5. (i)Does the case involve financial No
commitments/implications
(11)If the answer to the above is in the No
affirmative, whether Finance
Department has been consulted and
their remarks incorporated in the
Council Note
6 Are any other Departments concerned ~ No
with the case and if so, have they been
consulted and their remarks
incorporated in the Note for the Council
7. Name of Additional Secretary who Smt. Susan Gopi
submitted the Draft Note
8. |Name of Additional Chief Secretary Sri.Minhaj Alam
who approved the Draft Note
9. |Date of Approval of the Draft Note for 09.03.2026
the Council by the Additional Secretary
Secretary
10. Name of Chief Secretary who approved Dr.A.Jayathilak
the Draft Note
11. Date of approval of the Draft Note for  10.03.2026
the Council by the Chief Secretary
12. Name of Minister who approved the Sri.A.K.Saseendran
Draft Note
13. Date of approval of the Draft Note for ~ 10.03.2026
the Council by the Minister
14. Date of submission of fair copies 10.03.2026
15. Date of decision by the Council of
Ministers
16. Number and Date of the G.O./ letter

communicating the decision.




Note for the Council of Ministers

This note relates to the proposal for renewal of lease of
7,748.441 hectares of forest land in favour of Kerala Forest Development
Corporation (KFDC) for continuation of silvicultural operations for a

further period of 25 years with effect from 01.01.2026.

2. Kerala Forest Development Corporation (KFDC), a
Government-owned company formed in 1975, has been operating forest
lands handed over by the State Government since 1976. Initially, an
extent of 10,618.897 hectares of forest land from various forest divisions
was leased to the Corporation for raising forestry crops. Subsequently, as
per G.O0.(Ms) No0.25/2003/F&WLD dated 15.05.2003, Government
renewed the lease in respect of 7,748.441 hectares of land under forestry
crops for a further period of 25 years. The remaining 2,968.741 hectares
under cash crop plantations continued with the Corporation on payment of

lease rent.

3. The lease period in respect of 7,748.441 hectares expired on
31.12.2025. Following the expiry of the lease period, felling operations

over about 95 hectares were reportedly stopped.

4. The request of KFDC for renewal of lease was examined by
the Forest Department and in a meeting chaired by the Hon’ble Minister

for Forest & Wildlife, attended by the Principal Chief Conservator of



Forests (Head of Forest Force) and other senior officers, it was decided
that, in view of the provisions of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)

Adhiniyam, 1980, the proposal may be processed through the PARIVESH

portal for obtaining the approval of the Government of India.

5. Section 2(1)(ii1) of the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan)
Adhiniyam, 1980 stipulates that prior approval of the Central Government
is required for assignment of forest land by way of lease or otherwise to
any authority, corporation, agency or organisation. Accordingly, the
proposal for renewal of lease was processed through the PARIVESH
portal, and the State Government recommended the proposal to the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC),

Government of India.

6. During scrutiny of the proposal through the PARIVESH
portal, the Ministry raised certain queries, including the issue relating to
the Letter of Intent submitted along with the proposal. Subsequently,
Government issued the required Letter of Intent as per G.O.(MS)
No0.5/2026/F&WLD dated 15.02.2026, and the replies to the queries were
furnished through the portal.

7. The Ministry examined the proposal and placed it before
the Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) in its meeting held on 27.02.2026,
which deferred its decision. The proposal is presently under consideration

of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.



8. Meanwhile, as per letter dated 02.03.2026, the Managing
Director of KFDC has requested renewal of lease of 7,748.441 hectares of
forest land for continuation of silvicultural operations. KFDC has also
informed that the renewal proposal submitted through the PARIVESH
portal was placed before the Forest Advisory Committee and that the
decision has been deferred.

9. KFDC has contended that the activities carried out in the
leased land are purely silvicultural in nature, and that prior approval of the
Central Government may not be required under Section 2 of the Van
(Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, as silvicultural

operations are excluded from the definition of “non-forest purpose.”

10. The Managing Director of KFDC has also forwarded a
copy of the legal opinion obtained from the Office of the Advocate

General regarding renewal of lease.

11. The Advocate General has opined that, since the activities
carried out by KFDC are of silvicultural nature, prior approval of the
Central Government may not be required for renewal of lease for such
activities.

12. However, the Advocate General has also stated that if any
portion of the land is used for non-forest purposes, prior approval of the
Central Government would be required. The legal opinion has been

rendered based on the records made available for examination.



13. In a letter addressed by the Nodal Officer under the Forest
(Conservation) Act to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change seeking clarification regarding the procedure for renewal of lease
of forest land, it has been indicated that certain ancillary activities such as

eco-tourism are carried out in some areas under the management of

KFDC.

14. In the above circumstances, it is to be decided whether the
lease of 7,748.441 hectares of forest land may be renewed in favour of
KFDC for continuation of silvicultural operations, based on the legal
opinion of the Advocate General, without awaiting the decision of the
Government of India, so as to ensure that the ongoing activities of the

Corporation are not affected.

15. When the file was submitted for orders in this matter, the
Hon’ble Minister for Forest & Wildlife directed as follows:

“ GanoeOqY” CHIBOTVBUHMB @R 1980 STVLHLUM 2 (@JbrI@o
alkadailesv8.4/@ (Silviculture) @jud@mmesnud Ml @emeaBsSlod ©uB6asaNInL)M o
@P@IMo@d KFDC &9 audemod elov” eoenwl @lsim@bdeonmo” mlwe
allecw@zoeemme. @RAWIEES" LBMO@E MIWEAINIEEUR. mmé@?@?gmg”. @)Y
MIE2ICRUWo al@lemlyf 15.06.2003 @38 GO (Ms ) No 25/2003/ F &WLD som@ql
@000 M@BBIVISSE 7748.441 6a0H@ G2lyes alloy” eoriaiw] aVledails8.2/@
(Silviculture)  @jidoMOIMIR] 25 Qidakeomew” @S] KFDC  Eldacinfla)”
M@BBIYANDIOEDAN L ldBUo 6.2/Q)0. o® KFDC  ag)an  qudBenod

CrIBlCOHETP @SB (@jUBOMDDIPAIG] MIRINIT3alve @R@INIC BRI



@PAICEHQ” BMOLIOD MIWE2aIeEUR. AIElE3MM@IT §adal KFDC allrv’ soeioaiw]
@EBMNOIM” MOEFCC @8 al@leind €ald@S@3 geeum M@BLINBaN @PoealoY
@PUBLD” alladaeilenoqyamaoem.

COM@3 (TVIAN2IRYEBRUE al@lnemlyl” 15.06.2003 @3 GO (Ms ) No 25/2003/ F &WLD
2000 @j8>900 KFDC &8” M@35]0588 7748.441 ©an@ (521tyes allav” eoainaiw]
muladile» 0823 (Silviculture) @JUBOMODIMI] 01012026 Y@ 25 QUBGHEOTLD
@s]  KFDC  Gldoallaflal” maddssanolegs  oleaomomlmow]  aglrvewyss
al@lNEMEIQ] TVABa]lEnden af)NDleL)Es DOMEQIMIW] iz . geuyam]
BH611BIL 0"

16. The Hon’ble Chief Minister has ordered that the matter be

placed before the Council of Ministers.

Point for Decision

Whether sanction may be accorded for renewal of lease of
7,748.441 hectares of forest land on existing lease conditions in favour of
Kerala Forest Development Corporation (KFDC) for continuation of
silvicultural operations, for a further period of 25 years with effect from
01.01.2026, based on the legal opinion of the Advocate General, without

awaiting the decision of the Government of India?





