
G.O.(Ms)No.32/2024/SCSTD   Dated,Thiruvananthapuram, 15-10-
2024
    Read 1 Judgment dated 23.02.2022 of the Hon'ble High Court of

Kerala in W.P(C)No.6362/2012 filed by Kalanadi
Community Committee.

 2 Letter No. F.No. 19020/06/2018-C&LM (E:11151) dated
06.06.2022 from the Under Secretary, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs (C&LM Division), Government of India.

 3 Government Letter No. 19/G1/2022/SCSTDD dated
10.04.2023.

 4
Letter No. KTDS/344/2023-V dated 18.09.2023 from the
Director, Kerala Institute of Research Training and
Development Studies (KIRTADS).
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Abstract
Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes Development Department –
Recommended to the Government of India for inclusion of Kalanadi
Community in the list of Scheduled Tribes of the State - Orders issued.
SCHEDULED CASTES/SCHEDULED TRIBES DEVELOPMENT (G) DEPARTMENT

 
 

ORDER

  The Secretary, Kalanadi Community Committee filed
WP(C)No.6362/2012 before the Hon'ble High Court of Kerala for the
inclusion of Kalanadi Community in the list of Scheduled Tribes of the
State. The Hon'ble High Court of Kerala disposed of the above Writ
Petition vide judgement read as first paper above with the following
directions:-
i) “The petitioner is free to file a representation narrating their
grievance before the 1st respondent (the Secretary, Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment, Union of India), within one month from the
date of receipt of a copy of this judgment.
ii) Once such a representation is received by the 1st respondent, the 1st
respondent will consider the same and pass appropriate orders in it, in
accordance to law.
iii) The petitioner will produce a copy of the writ petition together with
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a certified copy of the Judgment before the 1st respondent for
compliance”.

   2) As per the directions of the Hon'ble High Court of Kerala,
Sri.Krishnankutty, Secretary, Kalanadi Community Committee
submitted a representation dated 28.03.2022 before the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India to include the
Kalanadi Community in the list of Scheduled Tribes of the State.
Subsequently, the Under Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs (C&LM
Division), Government of India vide letter read as second paper above
forwarded the representation to State Government to take further action
on the Orders of the Hon'ble High Court of Kerala.
   3) Accordingly, Government have directed the Vigilance Cell of
Kerala Institute for Research, Training and Development Studies
(KIRTADS), vide letter read as third paper above to prepare a study
report regarding the inclusion of the Kalanadi Community in the list of
Scheduled Tribes of the State. The Vigilance Cell of KIRTADS
conducted a study on the eligibility of Kalanadi Community for
inclusion in the list of Scheduled Tribes of the State and submitted a
report vide letter read as fourth paper above. 
   4) In the detailed anthropological field study done by KIRTADS, it
was revealed that 'Kalanadi', found in the South Western portions of
Wayanad, is one of the earliest inhabitants of this District in Kerala
State. The Kalanadi community, following a complete tribal lifestyle
and customs, has every right to be included in the list of Scheduled
Tribes of the State due to characteristics such as their own language,
ancient and primitive traits, distinctive culture, isolated behaviour, tribal
rules, primitive economic activity, geographical isolation, educational
and socio-economic backwardness and declining population. The
Kalanadi community has all the necessary features that qualify them as
a nomadic community such as (i) dependency on pastoralism, (ii)
entertaining other communities, and (iii) providing medicines and herbs
for livelihood. It had seasonal physical movement as part of their
livelihood strategy, which is the most important feature of a nomadic
lifestyle. Historically, the Kalanadies were hunters, agriculturists and
pastoralists, primarily focused on cattle rearing. Their ‘Sankranthi’
songs reflect this heritage, serving as entertainment linked to their
seasonal activities. Additionally, they are skilled healers, offering
remedies for ailments like burns and muscle sprains. The name
“Kalanadi” is associated with a ritual dance performed for spiritual and
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entertainment purposes. Despite moving away from a fully nomadic
lifestyle due to the loss of grazing lands, they continue to rely on cattle
rearing as a secondary income source. It is reported that the Kalanadi is
a nomadic group with tribal community organization and way of life. 
   5) Government have examined the recommendation of the Vigilance
Cell, KIRTADS to include the 'Kalanadi' community in the list of
Scheduled Tribes of the State, as the community exhibits certain criteria
for inclusion like primitive traits, distinctive culture, limited interaction
with others and signs of backwardness. The authority to include a
community in the list of Scheduled Tribes of the State is vested with the
Central Government (Parliament), under Article 342(2) of the
Constitution of India. The Government are therefore pleased to issue
orders recommending to the Government of India to include the
'Kalanadi' (കളനാടി) community in the list of Scheduled Tribes of the
State.

(By order of the Governor)
PUNEET KUMAR I A S

ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY
To: 
1) The Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs (C&LM Division),        
Government of India, Rajendra Prasad Road, Shastri Bhawan,            
New Delhi 110001. 
2) The Advocate General, High Court of Kerala, Ernakulam.
3)  Sri. Krishnankutty, Secretary, Kalanadi Community Committee,
Kalapura House, Cheeyambam Post, Pulpally, Wayanad - 673 579. 
4) The Director, KIRTADS, Chevayoor, Kozhikkode-17. 
5) Information & Public Relations (Web and New Media)   Department
(for uploading in the Government website). 
6) General Administration (SC) Department (Vide Item No. 2442 dated
10.10.2024). 
7) Stock File/Office Copy. 

Forwarded /By order

Section Officer
Copy to:- 1. P.S to the Hon'ble Minister for Welfare of SC-ST and
                     Backward Classes.
                2. P.S. to Additional Chief Secretary, SCST&BCDD.
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                3. CA to Additional Secretary, SCSTDD
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