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Government of Kerala
(Sri.Pinarayi Vijayan Ministry)
Note for the Council of Ministers

1. File Number

K1/205/2022 - Home

2. Department

Home (K) Department

3. Subject

Creation of One Inspector (MTO)
One Sub Inspector Driver, One
Assistant Sub Inspector Driver & 82
Head Constable Driver(85 posts) by
abolishing 85 Police Constable Driver
posts in Police Department - reg.

4. Date of Chief Minister's Order for
placing before the Council

19.11.2024

5.(i) Does the case involve financial
commitment/ implications

(ii) If the answer to the above isin the

affirmative, whether Finance Department

has been consulted and their remarks

incorporated in the Note for the Council.

Yes

Yes

6. Are any other Departments concerned
with the case, and if so, have they been
consulted and their remarks incorporated
in the Note for the Council.

No

7. Name of Deputy Secretary who
submitted the Draft Note

Smt.Jayanthi.B.S

8. Name of Additional Chief Secretary
who approved the Draft Note

Sri.Bishwanath Sinha

9. Date of approval of the Draft Note for
the Council by the Additional Chief
Secretary :

29.11.2024

10.Name of Chief Secretary who approved
the Draft Note

Smt.Sarada Muraleedharan

11.Date of approval of the Draft Note for
the Council by the Chief Secretary.

28.12.2024

12.Name of Minister who approved the
Draft Note.

Sri. Pinarayi Vijayan

13.Date of approval of the Draft Note
for the Council by the Minister.

31.12.2024

14.Date of submission of fair copies

31.12.2024

15.Date of decision by the Council of
Ministers

16.Number and  date of the
Government Order/ Letter Communicating
the decision.




NOTE FOR COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

This note relates to creation of 85 posts in the category of
Inspector (Motor Transport Officer)-1 , Sub Inspector Driver-1 ,
Assistant Sub Inspector Driver-1 and 82 posts of Head Constable
Driver by abolishing 85 posts of Police Constable Driver in Police
Department.
2. The Posts of 30 Sub Inspector Driver had been created in
Kerala Police vide GO(Ms)No.71/90/Home dated 30.04.1990 and
GO(Ms)No.81/91/Home dated 13/05/1991. As per GO(Ms)No.28/
2019/Home dated 06/03/2019, 19 Police Constable Driver posts were
upgraded to Assistant Sub Inspector Driver posts and 38 Police
Constable Driver posts were upgraded to Head Constable Driver posts.
After that as per GO(Ms) No. 44/2021/Home dated 16/02/2021, 11 Sub
Inspector Driver posts & & Police Constable Driver posts were
upgraded to 19 posts of Inspector (Motor Transport Officer) . Since
some technical errors occurred in the order GO(Ms) No. 44/2021/Home
dated 16/02/2021 and thé same was amended as per GO(Ms) No.
110/2023/Home dated 04.04.2023 by creating a new category of

Inspector (Motor Transport Officer) in Police Department (Driver




Categories) which is equivalent to the post of Inspector in the General
Police.

3. The State Police Chief has reported that, the present
sanctioned strength of Driver category consists of the following
supervisory posts - 19 Inspector (Motor Transport Officer), 19 Sub
Inspector Driver, 19 Assistant Sub Inspector Driver and 38 Head
Constable Driver. These posts were created at a time when there were
only 19 police districts. Today, there are 20 police districts. As such, the
supervisory posts of one Inspector (Motor Transport Officer), one Sub
Inspector Driver, one Assistant Sub Inspector Driver and 82 Head
Constable Driver have to be provided. Further, the promotion prospects
of the Driver category are much poorer than those of all other streams in
Police Department. Most of the Drivers in Police department have to
retire from service in the entry cadre itself. Hence, State Police Chief
has proposed to create 82 more Head Constable Driver posts to keep
the promotional avenues at par with other categories.

4. The State Police Chief has also reported that there is no
financial commitment involved in the upgradation since almost 381
Police Constable Drivers are drawing pay and allowances equivalent to
that of Head Constable Driver and 414 number of Police Constable

Drivers are drawing pay and allowances equivalent to that of Assistant




Sub Inspector Driver and 482 number of Police Constable Drivers are
drawing pay and allowances equivalent to that of Sub Inspector
Driver,ie, large number of Police Constable Drivers are already
drawing salary equivalent to that of Sub Inspector Driver/ Assistant
Sub Inspector Driver/ Head Constable Driver.

5. As the duties of Police Constable Drivers and Head
Constable Drivers are same, creation of Head Constable Driver posts
by upgrading Police Constable Driver posts will not affect the duties.
Also creation of one more post of Inspector (MTO)/ Sub Inspector
Driver/ Assistant Sub Inspector Driver is an administrative exigency as
well as a good measure to reduce the cost of maintenance of vehicles
through proper supervision.

6. Opinion of Finance Department in the inatter is as follows ;
“AD is requested to examine the merit of the proposal
submitted by the State Police Chief in terms of administrative necessity,
stagnating position of employees, unavailability of sufficient personnel
qualified to be promoted to higher levels etc and to submit post up
gradation proposal with Secretary level recommendation.”
7. The report of State Police Chief was obtained on the

remarks of FD. In this regard State Police Chief has reported that the




present sanctioned strength of the Driver category consists of the
following posts:
- Inspector (Motor Transport Officer- 19

Sub Inspector Driver-19

Assistant Sub Inspector Driver-19

Head Constable Driver-38

Police Constable Driver-3033.

The number of Head Constable Drivers post in the first
promotion category is 38. The number of post of Head Constable Driver
are very minimal compared to posts of Police Constable Drivers.
Hence, most of Police Constable Drivers at present are promoted to the
cadre of Head Constable Drivers at the age of 53 or 54 leading the
minimum possibility of getting promoted to supervisory posts of
Assistant Sub Inspector Driver , Sub Inspector Driver and Inspector .
In every cadre there is a probation period of one year for qualifying for
further promotion. This has resulted in supervisory posts lying vacant
due to the non availability of qualified personnel for promotion.

8. Almost all the Sub Inspector Drivers now in service will be
retiring in the span of next two years and, Drivers could not be
considered for promotion to the cadre of Sub Inspector Driver for want

of declaration of probation in the cadre. Another reason for the proposal




is issue of extreme stagnation at the post of Driver since the number of
vacancies are extremely low while going upwards in the hierarchy, and
only few Drivers get promotion, while others retire from the same post.

9. Along with the above two issues, there is an issue of non-
availability of sanctioned strength for Kannur Rural district, since
Kannur Rural district is newly created, no sanctioned supervisory posts
of Inspector (MTO), Sub Inspector Driver, Assistant Sub Inspector
Driver and Head Constable Driver are existing in this district. There is a
need for providing this district with sanctioned supervisory posts. State
Police Chief reported that all the above issues can be resolved to some
extent by creating more posts in the first promotion category of Driver
category, i.e. Head Constable Driver. Also strength of Driver Category
in Kannur Rural district can be enhanced by providing one Inspector
(MTO), one Sub Inspector Driver, one Assistant Sub Inspector Driver
and Head Constable Driver posts. Hence State Police Chief requested to
create one Inspector (MTO), one Sub Inspector driver, one Assistant
Sub Inspector Driver and 82 Head Constable Driver posts by upgrading
85 Police Constable Driver posts and also reported that proposed

upgradation will not cause any financial burden to the State Exchequer.




10. File resubmitted to the Finance Department as per their
remarks at note # 23 and that Dept. has agreed to the post upgradation
proposal as detailed below

“ ‘Finance’ agrees to the creation of 85 promotion posts of
Drivers as follows on condition that savings on accounts of abolishing
posts and additional commitment on account of creating posts should
be the same. Hence 108 Posts of PC Driver should be abolished for
creating the below mentioned 85 Posts

1.Inspector (Motor Transport Officer)-1
2.8I Driver-1
3.ASI Driver-1
4.HC Driver-82
This has the approval of competent authority. "

11. Based on the remarks of FD the file was circulated to
the Hon’ble CM for orders on the post upgradation proposal of the
Driver category and the Hon’ble Chief Minister has ordered to place the
matter before the Council of Ministers. When the draft Cabinet Note
was submitted, the Hon’ble CM has ordered that, Govt. have already
created 190 new posts and also decided to create 570 posts over the next
3 years and granting permission to create additional posts by abolishing

the 108 posts within few months was not appropriate and ordered to




examine, whether the vécancies in the newly created posts have been
reported to the Public Service Commission , whether the 108 posts
intended for abolition are currently vacant, if the decision is to abolish
these posts, whether there is still a need to create 570 posts over the next
3 years.

12. In this regard State Police Chief has reported that, they
have submitted proposal to create one post of Inspector (MTO), one
post of SI Driver, one post of ASI Driver and 82 posts of HC Driver
posts by upgradation of 85 Police Constable Driver posts without
incurring additional financial burden on the Government. The above
recommendation was submitted before issuing G.0.(Ms)No.75/2024
/Home dated 12.03.2024 sanctioning 190 Police Constable Driver
posts . At present there are 3223 sanctioned posts of Police Constable
Driver including the above mentioned posts, but there are only 38 Head
Constable Driver posts which are the promotion posts and it is
disproportionate to the currently sanctioned Police Constable Driver
posts. Hence Police Constable Drivers gets promotion to the post of
Head Constable Driver only after completing about 28-30 years of
service. The probation period for promotion posts in the Driver category
is one year and the number of supervisory posts is very less and

therefore very few officers in the lower ranks are promoted. At the same




time, there exists a situation where most of the drivers‘ in the lower ranks
retire from the same post.

13. Currently there are no vacancies in Police Constable
Driver category. All the vacancies including the vacancies arising out of
the creation of 190 Police Constable Driver posts have been reported to
the PSC . For proper maintenance of vehicles and smooth functioning of
the department, it is essential to create the remaining 570 Police
Constable Driver posts . Based on the order of Hon’ble Chief Minister
the recommendation for upgrading of the posts without abolishing the
108 Police Constable Driver posts, was forwarded to the FD for
reviewing their previous remarks .

14. Opinion of Finance Department in the matter is as follows ;
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15. Based on the remarks of FD, when the file was submitted to

the Hon'ble Chief Minister for orders as to whether 108 Police




Constable Driver posts can be abolished to create one post of Inspector
(MTO), one post of SI Driver, one post of Assistant Sub Inspector
Driver and 82 posts of Head Constable Driver posts, the Hon’ble
Chief Minister ordered that in the Police Department a large number of
personnel are already drawing salary above the scale of Head Constable
Driver through Time Bound promotion .Therefore, it will be enough to
reduce 85 Police Constable Driver posts, equivalent to the number of
posts to be created and the Hon’ble Chief Minister has ordered to place

the matter beforé the Council of Ministers.

Point for Decision

Whether one post of Inspector (MTO), one post of Sub
~ Inspector Driver, one post of Assistant Sub Inspector Driver and 82
posts of Head Constable Driver in Police Department may be created by

abolishing 85 posts of Police Constable Driver ?






