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Abstract
Prisons - Reference under Rule 131 of Kerala Criminal Rules of
Practice - Granting remission of sentence to Smt. Usha - Orders issued.

 HOME (B) DEPARTMENT
 
 

ORDER
   Smt.Usha, the accused in SC No. 546/2016 of the Hon’ble Additional
Sessions Court, Thalassery, was charged with the murder of her 2 1/2
year old child by plunging the child into a well and thereafter attempted
to commit suicide by jumping into the same well. The Hon'ble
Additional Sessions Court, Thalassery, as per the judgment read as 1st
paper above, found the accused guilty u/s 302 and 309 of the IPC. She
was sentenced to imprisonment for life and a fine of ₹25,000/- under
section 302 of the IPC and in default of payment of fine to undergo
simple imprisonment for one year under section 309 of the IPC.
Subsequently, the Hon’ble Additional Sessions Judge, Thalassery made a
reference to the Government under Rule 131 of Kerala Criminal Rules of
Practice through the Registrar, (District Judiciary), as per letter read as
2nd paper above, for the remission of her sentence considering the facts
and circumstances that it was the wayward life of her alcoholic husband
and the fact that her in-laws had branded her as mentally ill, which led
the accused to attempt suicide and murder her child. 

2.   The Director General of Prisons & Correctional Services, as per the
letter read as 3rd paper above, has reported that Smt. Usha was admitted
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to the Women Prison & Correctional Home, Kannur as FC No. 23/19
on 29.02.2024. She was subsequently released on bail on 12.04.2024 as
per the directions of the Hon’ble High Court of Kerala in Crl.M.A. No.
1/2024 in Crl.A. No. 492/2024 filed by her.

3.  Government have examined the matter in detail, including the
reference under Rule 131 of the Kerala Criminal Rules of Practice, the
Police Report, and the Probation Officer's Report. After careful
consideration of the legal and factual aspects of the case, Government
are pleased to order the remission of the remainder of the substantive
sentence awarded to Smt. Usha and to grant her release, subject to the
condition that she shall either pay the fine or undergo the default
sentence in the event of non-payment of the fine.

(By order of the Governor)
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