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NOTE FOR THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

This note deals with the closure of Revenue Recovery
proceedings initiated against Late John Jacob, Thekkekkuttu Veedu,
Erumeli North Village, Kanjirappally Taluk, Kottayam District for
realization of arrears in connection with L. C. case, since the
defaulter’s son had remitted the balance amount of arrears and
collection charges, exciuding the interest.

2. The Tahsildar (Land Records), Kottayam had imposed a
total amount of Rs.2,67,869/- (Rupees Two Lakh Sixty Seven
Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty Nine Only), against Sri. John
Jacob, Thekkekkuttu Veedu, Erumeli North Village, Kanjirappally
Taluk, Kottayam District on account of L. C. case in connection with
the illegal felling of Teak trees reserved in Patta land ie, an amount
of Rs.2,67,369/- (Rupees Two Lakh Sixty Seven Thousand Three
Hundred and Sixty Nine Only) towards the cost of timber and Rs.
500/- (Rupees Five Hundred Only) as it’s fine. Sri. John Jacob had
submitted an application before Government on 29.08.2019 for
exempting the revenue recovery proceedings against his immovable
property by considering an amount of Rs. 80,408/~ (Rupees Eighty
Thousand Four Hundred and Eight Only) paid by him as penalty.

3. The District Collector, Kottayam has reported that an
area of 4.05 Ares of land owned by Sri. John Jacob comprised in
Block No. 26, Survey No. 187/13 in Erumely North Village in
Kanjirappally Taluk was attached as part of the revenue recovery
proceedings for the realization of L. C. dues and while the auction
procedures of the said property were going on, installment facility
was allowed to the defaulter on his request, as per the Government
letter No. 2018/4885/05/S1/REV dated, 18.12.2019 and the
defaulter has remitted an amount of Rs. 80,408/- (Rupees Eighty
Thousand Four Hundred and Eight Only) only, which is 15% of the



N

arrear amount. It has also reported that the defaulter has 2.71 Ares
of land in Survey No. 11/7, 00.83 Ares of land in Survey No. 11/7-1,
and 40.00 Ares of land in Survey No. 187/13 in Kanjirappally Taluk
and out of the said 40.00 Ares of land, 4.05 Ares of land was
attached. Moreover, the District Collector has reported that the
defaulter is 103 years old and has three sons and now he is living
with his younger son and further reported that his house was
submerged in the flood that occurred on 16.10.2021. The L.C. dues
of the defaulter is Rs. 2,67,869/- (Rupees Two Lakh Sixty Seven
Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty Nine Only) including price of
timber as Rs. 2,67,369/- and it’s penalty fee of Rs. 500/-.

4. The remarks of the Law Department in this case is
given below :
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38 Remarks of Finance Department in this case is
given below :
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6. Sri. John Jacob had submitted that at the time of
felling of the Teak (in 1984) tree worth Rs. 3,000/ -(Rupees Three
Thousand Only), he had remitted an amount of Rs. 80,408/-
(Rupees Eighty Thousand Four Hundred and Eight Only) on
18.12.2019 towards the price of the teak trees. So he had requested
to consider the amount as penalty and to exempt the property from
attachment. As per the Kerala Revenue Recovery Act, 1968, there is
No provision to waive off the revenue recovery proceedings without
remitting the total dues. But by considering the age and illness of
the applicant and as per the remarks of the Finance Department,
when the file was circulated for orders on whether revenue
recovery proceedings may be stopped after realizing the remaining
amount of Rs. 1,87,461/- (Rupees One Lakh Eighty Seven Thousand
Four Hundred and Sixty One Only) after deducting the amount of
Rs. 80,408/- (Rupees Eighty Thousand Four Hundred and Eight
Only) already remitted by the defaulter from the outstanding arrear
of Rs. 2,67,869/-(Rupees Two Lakh Sixty Seven Thousand Eight
Hundred and Sixty Nine Only), to the Hon’ble Chief Minister
through the Hon’ble Minister of Revenue, the Hon’ble Chief Minister
has ordered to place the matter before the Council of Ministers.

7 When the draft note for the Council of Minister’s was
submitted, as suggested by the the Chief Secretary the District
Collector, Kottayam was asked to make clarify whether the
petitioner, aged 103 years, is willing to remit the balance amount
of Rs. 1,87,461/- by excluding the interest amount.

8. The District Collector, Kottayam has reported that since
the defaulter, Sri. John Jacob is deceased, his son had remitted the
remaining default amount of Rs. 2,01,521/- (Rupees Two lakh One



Thousand Five Hundred and Twenty One Only) including the
outstanding amount of Rs. 1,87,461/- and 7.5% of it’s collection
Charges of Rs. 14,060/- on 08.07.2024. Hence, as requested by the
petitioner, a decision has to be taken whether the Revenue Recovery
proceedings taken against the applicant has to be closed since the
defaulter’s son had remitted the default amount after the death of
the defaulter.

Point for Decision

Whether the revenue recovery proceedings taken against
Late John Jacob, Thekkekkuttu Veedu, Erumeli North Village,
Kanjirappally Taluk, Kottayam District may be closed as a special
case, since after the death of the petitioner, the petitioner’s son had
remitted Rs. 2,01,521/- (Rupees Two Lakh One Thousand Five
Hundred and Twenty One only) including the outstanding amount
of Rs. 1,87,461/- (Rupees One Lakh Eighty Seven Thousand Four
Hundred and Sixty One Only) and it’s collection charge of Rs.
14,060/- (Rupees Fourteen Thousand Sixty only), after deducting an
amount of Rs. 80,408/- (Rupees Eighty Thousand Four Hundred and
Eight Only) already remitted by the defaulter from the outstanding
arrears for realization of L. C. dues (towards the value of timber
and it’s penalty) of Rs. 2,67,869/- (Rupees Two Lakh Sixty Seven
Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty Nine Only) as concurred by
Finance Department, and also by overruling the remarks of Law
Department, by excluding the interest.



