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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
(Shri. PINARAYI VIJAYAN MINISTRY)
NOTE FOR THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

File No
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Date of Chief Minister's Order for placing before
the Council
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commitments/implications
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and their remarks incorporated in the Council
Note?
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and if so, have they been consulted and their
remarks incorporated in the Note for the Council ?

Name of the Deputy Secretary who submitted the
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Name of the Additional Secretary who submitted the :

Draft Note

Name of the Principal Secretary who approved the
Draft Note

Date of approval of the Draft Note for Council by
the Principal Secretary.

Name of the Chief Secretary who approved the
Draft Note

Date of approval of the Draft Note for Council by
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Name of the Minister who approved the Draft Note

Date of approval of the Draft Note for Council by
the Minister.
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Date of decision by the Council of Ministers

Number and date of the G.O/letter communicating
the decision.
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Agriculture (Agri) Department

: Agriculture  (Agri)  Department-

Proposal submitted by the Secretary,
State Agricultural Prices Board
(SAPB) for purchasing new vehicle
for official use of the board -reg.
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: No
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: 06.11.2024

: Smt. Sarada Muraleedharan

: 15.11.2024

: Sri. P. Prasad
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NOTE FOR THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

This note deals with the proposal submitted by the Secretary, State
Agricultural Prices Board (SAPB) for purchasing a new vehicle for official

purpose of the board.

2) The Agricultural Prices Board was established as a subsidiary body of
the Department of Agriculture in 1994 as part of the agricultural
development policy formulation, realizing the importance of agricultural
marketing sector in the prosperity and development of farmers in Kerala.
The board has been undertaking various studies that aids state government
in policy formulation. Primary information required for these studies are
collected through visits to various places including remote areas of the
districts in Kerala and also through In-person interaction with farmers and
officials. The Secretary, State Agricultural Prices Board has informed that
regular travel is indispensable for face-to-face meeting with the farmers
and other relevant stakeholders and also for data collection. Secretary has
requested sanction for purchasing a new vehicle for the official use of the
board as the vehicle currently in use is not fit for field visits including

those to extremely difficult terrains.

3) The Secretary informed that, although vehicles including Innova can be
rented and used as per the prevailing government instructions, on enquiry
with offices that had availed vehicle on rent for official use, it is
understood that for travelling 1500 km on an average, it will cost at least
Rs. 52,000/- per month. Once 1500 km limit is reached, an amount of Rs.

18/- per km has to be paid for further travel. Accordingly, when distance



and amount is calculated, the board will incur a minimum expenditure of

Rs 90,000/- per month. The amount required to buy a new vehicle is less

compared to the amount required to pay rent for two years. The Secretary

informed that on an average, Rs. 10.8 lakh will be required annually for
paying the vehicle rent and since the vehicle allotted to the Board has

completed 15 years, it is not fit for use on public roads.

4) In the above circumstances, it was informed that Innova Crysta model
vehicle which will cost around Rs. 20,00,000/- (Rupees Twenty Lakhs
Only) including accessories will be desirable for the travel needs of the
board and that the above vehicle is available in the Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) portal. Cost of the above vehicle as per the invoice
furnished by the Secretary, State Agricultural Prices Board (SAPB) is Rs.
18,93,917/- (Rupees Eighteen Lakh Ninety Three Thousand Nine Hunder
Seventeen Only). Prevailing Governement orders stipulates that purchase
of vehicles to Government Departments/ Autonomous Bodies/ Public
Sector Undertakings/ Local Self Government Institutions/ Universities

should be through the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal.

5) For the financial year 2024-25, an amount of Rs. 125.00 lakh (Rupees
One Hundred and Twenty Five Lakh) has been allocated under the head
2435-01-800-99 for the operational expenses of the State Agricultural
Prices Board under the Market Development Scheme. The Secretary,
Agricultural Prices Board has requested permission to purchase a new

vehicle expending the required amount from above Head of Account.



6) The Finance Department has furnished following remarks in the subject

matter:

"Plan Write Up @& State Agricultural Prices Board-m 80 eld#o @al@oem
m@:@ﬂ@m’l@’lgg@@@me&o G.0O.(Rt)N0.558/2024/AGRI dated 21-06-2024 oo™l
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QoeERM@IMY lmleouilenom anslgpe@an’ AN aIQM@IMIG TVrOdM
$0Balld aflal MR eendWlem 6063LUIlEINIEERUBEIWI oJ@lw anMo

QOEBRAND MVo6NIMUW 5] @E6M Qidafe Wlalo@uo @U@l

(ﬁaSO'l@'I%;osmxmoW@'l(ﬁsacrro

7) The file was again submitted to the Hon’ble Minister of Finance with
the recommendation of the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture for
reconsideration, but Finance Department returned the file with following

remarks:

"MeNIM  &0BHS aflal MIdem@  enidUlO  BYEERPUIE:INIVLEERUBEH I
oJOl@ QIDaOMo QEBRIMD TVoeNIMWlg) QlletEI@d 'Wmalda]' gad mlalaloslwd
904 TlRERM @I M Qldin]eom @rdlwleame. @M figd. WME0EY Qlda]

2

D@IQYeS @R.UIlB:0egeNE .

8) Considering that a new vehicle is inevitable for the official use of the
Chairman, State Agricultural Prices Board, file was circulated to the

Hon’ble Chief Minister through Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture.



9) The Hon'ble Chief Minister ordered to place the matter before the
Council of Ministers.

Point for Decision

Whether sanction may be accorded to State Agricultural Prices Board
(SAPB) for purchasing an Innova Crysta vehicle for official use expending
Rs. 18,93,917/- (Rupees Eighteen Lakh Ninety Three Thousand Nine
Hunder Seventeen Only) from the Head of Account 2435-01-800-99, from
the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal, overruling the remarks of

the Finance Department and the prevailing economy orders.
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