GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

Water Resources Department — Inter State Water Cell- Tenure of Shri.
C.N. Ramachandran Nair, High Court Judge (Rtd) as Chairman, Kerala
Dam Safety Authority — Extended - Orders issued.

WATER RESOURCES (INTER STATE WATER CELL) DEPARTMENT

G.0.(P) No.23/2021/WRD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram,29/10/2021

Read:- 1) G.O(P) No.6/2006/WRD dated 18/02/2006.
2) G.O(P) No.102/2012/WRD dated 22/12/2012.
3) G.O(P) No.1/2017/WRD dated 10/02/2017.
4) G.O(P) No.22/2020/WRD dated 29/12/2020.
5) Letter No.KDSA/Gen/001/09-Vol.VI dated 05/08/2021 from
the Member Secretary, Kerala Dam Safety Authority,
Thiruvananthapuram . '

ORDER

In exercise of the powers conferred by Sub Section (1) of section
57 of the Kerala Irrigation & Water Conservation Act, 2003 (Act 31 of
2003) Government as per the order read as 2™ paper above, had
appointed Shri. C.N. Ramachandran Nair, former Judge of High Court of

Kerala as Chairman, Kerala Dam Safety Authority for a period of 4 years.

2) Subsequently upon the expiry of his tenure, Government as per
the order read as 3 paper above, had extended his tenure to a further
period of 4 years or till he attains the age of 70 years whichever is
earlier, which was again extended to a further period of 1 year or till he

attains the age of 71 years as per the order read as 4™ paper above.



3) The Member S;ecretary, Kerala Dam Safety Authority (KDSA)
as per his letter read-above has informed that the tenure of Shri. C.N.
Ramachandran Nair as Chairman, Kerala Dam Safety Authority expires
on 30/09/2021 and added that if the Dam Safety Bill 2019 which has
provisions for forming a Central Dam Safety Authority for both inter and
intra state which is under consideration of Rajyasabha, come into force,
the present Dam Safety Authority would cease to exist. Hence the
MemberSecretary has requested Government that the incumbency of the
present Chairman be decided upon either by extending the tenure of the
post for a limited period or until the Central Dam Safety Authority comes

to force.

4) Government have examined the matter in detail and are
pleased to extend the tenure of Shri. C.N. Ramachandran Nair, former
Judge, High Court of Kerala as Chairman of Kerala Dam Safety Authority
(KDSA) for a further period of four years or until the Dam Safety Bill is

notified, whichever is earlier.

5) Necessary notification amending Rule 23 of the Kerala
Irrigation and Water Conservation Rules, 2005 in this regard will be
issued seperately.

(By order of the Governor)
T. K. Jose
Additional Chief Secretary

To
1. The Chairman, Kerala Dam Safety Authority, Vikas Bhavan,
Thiruvananthapuram
2 The Member Secretary, Kerala Dam Safety Authority, Vikas
Bhavan, Thiruvananthapuram




3. Justice C.N. Ramachandran Nair, Rtd High Court Judge, 3B, -
Bhavani, Kunnumpuram, Kakkanadu. P.O., Kochi-682030

4. The General Administration (SC) Department (Vide Item No.344
dated 27/10/2021)

5. Stock File/Office Copy
Forwarded/By order

‘- Rabiy

Section Officer

Copy to:
1. Private Secretary to Chief Minister

2. Private Secretary, Minister, Water Resources Department

3. PA to Additional Chief Secretary, Home& Vigilance and Water

Resources Department.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

(SHRI.PINARAYI VIJAYAN MINISTRY)
NOTE FOR THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

File No.;

Department;
Subject;

Date of Chief Minister's Order for placing
before the Council;

Does the —case involve financial
Commitments/ implications;

If the answer to the above is in the
affirmative, whether Finance Department
has been consulted and their remarks
incorporated in the Note for the Council?

Are any other Departments concerned
with the case and if so, have they been
consulted and their remarks
incorporated in the Note for the Council?

Name of Joint Secretary who submitted
the Draft Note;

Name of Additional Chief Secretary who
approved the Draft Note;

Date of approval of the Draft Note for the
Council by the Additional Chief

Secretary;

Name of Chief Secretary who approved
the Draft Note;

Date of approval of the Draft Note for the
Council by the Chief Secretary;

Name of Minister who approved the Draft
Note;

Date of approval of the Draft Note for the
Council by the Minister;

Date of submission of fair copies;

Date of decision by the Council of
Ministers;

Number and date of Government Order/
letter communicating the decision;

ISWC1/134/2019/WRD

Water Resources (Inter State Water
Cell) Department

Extension of tenure of Chairman,
Kerala Dam Safety Authority.
03/10/2021

No

No

No

Jayasree.M

T. K. Jose

21/10/2021

Dr. V.P. Joy
23/10/2021

Sri. Roshy Augustine
25/10/2021

26/10/2021



NOTE FOR THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

This note deals with the extension of tenure of Shri C.N
Ramachandran Nair, former Judge, High Court of Kerala as

Chairman, Kerala Dam Safety Authority.

2. In exercise of the powers conferred by sub section (1) of
Section 57 of the Kerala Irrigation & Water Conservation Act
2003, Government as per G.O(P) No. 6/2006/WRD dated
18/2/2006 had constituted the Dam Safety Authority with a
retired High Court Judge as the Chairman of the Authority and

the term of his office fixed as 4 years.

3. The maximum age limit upto which the Chairman, Dam
Safety Authority can hold office was raised from 68 years to 70
years as per G.O(P) No.24/2010/WRD dated 29/04/2010 by
amending Clause (ii) of Sub Rule (1) of Rule 23 of the Kerala
Irrigation & Water Conservation Rules 2005 and Shri C.N
Ramachandran Nair, former Judge, High Court of Kerala was
appointed as Chairman, Kerala Dam Safety Authority for a
period of 4 years as per G.O(P)No.102/2012/WRD dated
22/12/2012. Upon the completion of his tenure on 24/12/2016
(4 years), the same was extended for a further period of 4 years
or till he attains the age of 70 years whichever is earlier as per

G.O(P)No. 1/2017/WRD dated 10/02/2017.



4. On expiry of the tenure of Sri.C.N.Ramachandran Nair
as Chairman, Kerala Dam Safety Authority on 30/09/2020, his
term was further extended for one year with effect from
01/10/2020 as per G.O(P)No.22/2020/WRD dated 29/12/2020
(S.R.O No: 915/2020) by making necessary amendments to
clause (ii) of subrule(1l) in Rule 23 of the Kerala Irrigation &
Water Conservation Rules 2005 by changing the age limit of the
Chairman, KDSA to 71 years from 70 years.

5. The Member Secretary, Kerala Dam Safety Authority
has informed that, the tenure of Shri. C.N Ramachandran Nair
as Chairman of Kerala Dam Safety Authority expires on
30/09/2021 and has added that if the Dam Safety Bill 2019
which has provisions for forming a Central Dam Safety
Authority for both inter and intra state which is under
consideration of Rajyasabha, comes into force, the present Dam
Safety Authority would cease to exist. Since the same would
take time to materialize, the Member Secretary, Kerala Dam
Safety Authority has requested that the incumbency of the
present Chairman, Shri. C.N.Ramachandran Nair may be
decided upon either by extending the tenure of the post for a
limited period or until the Central Dam Safety Authority is
notified which involves age relaxation for the Chairman through

Statutory Amendment.



6. When the file was circulated to the Hon’ble Chief
Minister it was ordered that the matter of extension of tenure for
4 years or till the Dam Safety Bill is notified, whichever is earlier,

may be placed before the Cabinet for consideration.

Points for Decision

(1) Whether the tenure of Shri. C.N.Ramachandran Nair, former
Judge, High Court of Kerala as Chairman of Kerala Dam Safety
Authority be extended for four years or till the Dam Safety Bill is

notified, whichever is earlier ?

(2) Whether necessary amendments be made to Rule 23 of the
Kerala Irrigation & Water Conservation Rules 2005 to extend the

tenure of Chairman, KDSA for a further period of 4 years ?
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