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i Shri.C.Babu, Assistant Conservator of Forest

1. The accused officer was holding the charge of Kuttampuzha range from
06.03.1997 to 02.06.1999

2. As per the Forest Code it is primarily the responsibility of the Deputy
Ranger or Forester in charge of a section to protect the forest. However, a
Range Officer is supposed to exercise close supervision over all members
of protective staff who are charge with protection of forests in the Range.

3. Despite the fact that Kuttampuzha range has a vast area of 325 Sq.km
with difficult terrain, the Ranue Officer is bound to carry out the duties




entrusted 10 him as per

The tmber which was illegai oy tram the dend anad
which were partially destroved in forest fire
oo Seized thondy was feft in the field itself as it was not economicnl 1o

collect 1t because there was i road accessibility. The fallen troes would
have got decayed and disintcurated with time, as it was not possible to
transport the material.

6. The value of timber illegally removed was Rs.60,000/- and value of
thondy seized from the site ol offense was Rs.14.300/-

7. Thondy could not be collected from site as the forest area is very interior
with no road accessibility and it was not possible to transport and auction
it. No timber working or collection of wind fallen timber was possibic
from these interior forest areas.

8. The timber from these three dead trees would not have contributed 10
Government revenue, since timber working was not being done from
these interior forest areas.

9. The loss to Government is not directly due to loss of timber, but due to

loss of biodiversity of the forest, for which a definite value can't be fixed
objectively.

10. No head way would be made in the case. On reason could be that there
are no habitations in the vicinity of site of offense and therefore no
evidence could be collected about the offenders' entry into the forest
area.

11. There is no mens rea on the part of the accused officer and good service
entries earned by him during his service proved a point in this regard.

Shri.P.Syam, Range Forest Officer (Rtd)

1. The accused officer was holding the charge of Deputy Ranger, Anakulam
Forest Station from 16.01.1998 to0 03.07.1998

2. The accused officer has registered the offense after seeing the dried logs
and stumps in the interior forest area with the good intention of finding
the culprits and bringing them to book.

3. As per the Forest Code, a Deputy Ranger or Forester in charge ol u
section which comprises of one or more beats, is the chief protective
officer for that section and is responsible for the protection of all forest
and other Government properties in that section. He is directly
responsible to their Range Office for all items of work entrusted to him
(Forest Code Vol.1, 3.3.11)




ol as Perthe Forost Coe

The timber which was Hlegalic removed 15 from the dead and fallen trees

which were parually destroved m forest fire.

Lo Seized thondy was left in the field itself as it was not economical o
collect it because there was 11 road accessibility. The fallen trees would
have got decayed and disinteviated with time.

The value of timber illegallv removed was Rs.60,000/- and value of
thondy seized from the site of offense was Rs.14,300/-

8. Thondy could not be collected from site as the forest area is very interior
with no road accessibility and 11 was not possible to transport and auction
it. No timber working or collection of wind fallen timber was possible
from these interior forest areus.

9. The timber from these three dead trees would not have contributed 1o
Government revenue, since imber working was not being done from
these interior forest areas.

10. The loss to Government is not directly due to loss of timber, but due to
loss of biodiversity of the forest, for which a definite value can't be fixed
objectively.

I'1. An accused officer registered the offense suo moto with good intention of
bringing culprits to the bool. But subsequently no head wav could be
made in the case. On reason could be that there are no habitations in the
vicinity of site of offense and therefore no evidence could be collected
about the offenders' entry into the forest area.

12. Since the accused officers hooked offense on his own and not at the
behest of other superior officers, there is no lapse in discharging official
duties and more important there is no mens rea. If the officer who
booked the offense suo moto with good intention is penalized and made
to suffer, it may go against the doctrine of self incrimination.

Conclusions by the enquiry officer

.

The charge that “Because of not finding the accused and thondy and because
of not charging the OA 6/98 case which was registered on 30.05.1998,
Government loss of Rs.60,000/- was caused” is not established. The trees
were burnt in forest fire and rrom the burnt trees pieces were illegally
removed. The point to be considered is that the area from where timber is
removed is not a plantation, but an interior natural forest area and timber
working from these areas is not possible. The burnt trees would not in any




case have contribaied o Ciaderyiy o Csiner timbor weorkins e

possible due 1o inac A Ob e areas I can't be soid that there o o o

at all The dead trees would 1o contributed o fertiliny of forear ol
subsequently which can conuibuie mamtain the biodiversity in general of
the forest area. Fixing an objective value is a difficult rask,

<. The charge that “He failed to protect the Government property due (o
dereliction/negligence in discharging official duties” is not established.
Considering the vastness of Jurisdiction  and complexity of issues in
Kuttampuzha range and Anakulam station life encroachment. legal
poaching, forest fires etc at that point of time no negligence/dereliction of
cduty on the part of the accused officers could be conclusively established.
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