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Kerala Numero uno

Keralamodel developmenthas always
beenatopic of discussion foreconomists
and policymakersallovertheworld. Once
‘Kerala Model' was followed even by
developed countries. Mostof ourindices
invarious sectors are higher than that of
national average. Most of the state
sponsored schemes have attained
national attraction. “This is a model for
other states to emulate” said UPA
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi after
launchingthe Zero Landless' Scheme.

Awards and Recognitions are not
newtothe UDF govemmentled by Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy. UNPSA
2013, IBN Diamond Award, Webretna

Award, etc. are somewhichneedmention.
Now Kerala has achieved first position
inoverall performance inthe State ofthe
States Report by the India Today
magazine. Last year our state was in
second position. And it manifests that,
the state is bettering its position from the
previous rankings of nine, four and two
tonumero uno.

We had surpassed national average
in three key growth indicators: GDP,
capital expenditure and consumer
market. Moreover we retained our
traditional strength in the educational
sector also. “With superlative
achievements in education, macro
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economy, agriculture, consumer marketand investmentover the last
year, Kerala emerges as the mostimproved big state overall,” the
survey reportsays.

Keralais already in the process of transforming the aspirations
of Malayalis, with a vision of long-term perspective. People-friendly
decisions, unique welfare schemes which catch national attention,
hassle-free administration, etc. are the motto of the UDF government.
Itis only when the gap between the government and the publicis
reduced that the people will start believing in the govemment and its
govemance. Awards and Recognitions always make everyone more
responsible. Butaccording to our Chief Minster, the highestaward is
“the smile onthe face ofthe personwhose grievance has beenresolved.”
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UAE King gifts
book to CM

UAE Prime Minister Vice President
and constitutional monarch of
Dubai Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum gifted CM with
his book. The book describes the
developmental experiences of
UAE. The book is a personal
complement to the CM, said the
King in his message. The King
feels that for the development of a
country one need to have a vision,
a dedicated leadership, effective
management and executing
committee. The Malayalam version
of the book written in English was
handed over to the CM by Norka
Roots Vice Chairman MA Yousuf
Ali.



Hi-Tech Traffic Control Room inaugurated

The Hi-Tech Traffic Enforcement Control
Room of Kerala Police was inaugurated by
Chief Minister in the presence of Minister
Thiruvanachoor Radhakrishnan and K S
Balasubramanian IPS, Director General of
Police. The launch of the Hi-Tech Traffic
Enforcement Control Room of Kerala Police
would go a long way in curbing accidents
on the national highways in the State, most
which are caused because of over
speeding, negligence and reckless driving.
VIPs should not be spared from penalties
for traffic violation, said the Chief Minister.

There were discriminations in traffic rule
enforcement. “The public are often
disappointed at VIPs violating traffic rules
and often going scot free. Rules should be
equal for everyone to realise the ideal of
road safety and to take common man into
confidence,” the CM said.

The new traffic enforcement control room
receives feeds from 100 cameras installed
at various points on six highway stretches
in the state. The selected locations
witnessed significant number of deaths
occurred during the past three years. The

l|\|J‘:'\U(_‘;‘..|._.|
Shri_OOS
(Hon'bie ch

) =
L8

v?‘f
[}/

A
/)

Inauguration of

Hi-Tech Traffic
Enforcement
Control Room

stretches are Kovalam-Kottiyam (NH),
Venjarammoodu-Chengannoor (SH),
Sakthikulangara-Ambalappuzha (NH),
Alappuzha-Changanassery (KSPTA),
Thrissur-Kuttippuram (SH/NH) and
Palakkad-Malappuram (SH).

The 24-hour cameras will identify over
speeding vehicles, including two-wheelers.
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ief Minis

The charge memos sent by the police
control room to violators will have
photograph, date and time of violation. The
fine can be remitted through district payment
collection centers in all districts. The Rs
300 fine should be remitted within 15 days,
Rs 400 for next 10 days failing which the
violator has to face court proceedings.

Six New All-Women
Police Stations
soon:. Home Minister

The state government will start six new women
police stations, as part of ensuring more
representation of women in the force. The decision
was taken at the meeting of senior police officials
chaired by home minister Ramesh Chennithala. "As
a step towards finding solutions to the various
issues faced by women and ensuring them justice,
the government has decided to launch six more all-
women police stations at Kollam, Alappuzha,
Kottayam, Thrissur, Malappuram and Kannur. The
modalities, including the jurisdiction of the police
stations, are being worked out. The police stations
will be operational from 1st March" the minister said.

The minister also announced launching of a
commando training school with state-of-the-art
facilities at Palavel near Nooranad in Alappuzha
district to impart training to combat new challenges
like the Maoist threat. The government wants to
suppress anti-social elements and for that, it is
ready to make amendments in law. The police
department would strengthen two of its core
investigating agencies -- the crime branch and the
cyber-crimes section. "Despite limitations, like
deficiency of manpower and technology, the crime
branch has been doing a commendable job. The
government will strengthen this division," the
Minister added.

Malayalam will become
court language:
K C Joseph

Procedures have already been started to make Malayalam the language
of the courts in the State, Minister for Culture K.C. Joseph has said
while addressing the valedictory of golden jubilee celebrations of the
State Institute of Encyclopaedic Publications. Malayalam has already
become a world language as there was no place in the world where
there is no Malayalee. More than 800 centres are functioning outside
Kerala under the Malayalam Mission for Malayalam learning. This is for
the benefit of non-resident Malayalees,” the Minister added.

7th Pay Revision
Commission

Kerala government have constituted the
seventh Pay Revision Commission to study
and make recommendations on revising the pay
and allowances and other benefits of the State
Government Employees including teaching and
non-teaching staff of Aided educational
institutions, local bodies etc. Justice C N
Ramachandran Nair(Rtd.) is the Chairman of
the commission. The other two members are
K V Thomas (Member Secretary) and
Adv. TV George(Member).
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laboratory at Paraottukonam. Almost
all varieties of soil seen in Kerala has
been exhibited here. Information
Centre, Mini Theatre, water
conserving models are also a part of
the museum.

The increase of production in
agriculture sector can be attained only
by knowing the soil in which one
cultivates. The soil museum will help
to know the soil in a better manner,
said the Chief Minister and added that
this museum will become the pride of
Kerala. The state level inauguration
of bio gas plants that is to be installed
in selected schools was also carried
out by the Chief Minister. Finance
Minister KM Mani inaugurated the Soil
Information Centre. Minister for
Agriculture KP Mohanan presided
over the function.

Zero
Landless
Project:
CM Lauds
Film
Fraternity's
Efforts

The film fraternity has come
forward to aid the Zero
Landless Project of the state
government by organising a
mega show on 8" February
in Kochi. While inaugurating
the logo of the mega event
Chief Minister Oommen
Chandy said, “The initiative
of the Malayalam film
fraternity to lend their support
to the landless is an eye
opener to society. The
scheme will be helpful to
society as it will serve as an
inspiration for others.”

The state government has
identified the land in its
possession. However, it will
not be possible to hand over
land to all applicants in the
first phase. After processing
the second phase, land
would have to be allocated
for at least 2.5 lakh
applicants. The government
is also planning to obtain land
from private persons who
are possessing more land,
CM added.

Director Siddique will
co-ordinate the event.
M Jayachandran, Bijipal,
Deepak Dev and Gopi
Sundar will lead the musical

Chief Minister Oommen Chandy inaugurated the first
Soil Museum in India having international standard. The
museum has been set up near the Central Soil testing

Farming Tradition will
be Captured

Only through advancement in the field of
agriculture and its growth the state can achieve
a comprehensive development, Chief Minister
Oommen Chandy said while inaugurating the
Krishi Utsav at Kanakakkunu. Agriculture has got
prime importance in Kerala. We had farmers who
worked devotedly but in recent times this sector
faced many hindrances. Only by having

developments in agriculture sector can
the state achieve development. The
government would do its best to capture
the farming tradition, the CM added.
Education Minister PK Abdurabb
presided over the function. He handed
over the report of Karshikasaksharatha-
Yuva survey to the Chief Minister.

India International
Aqua Showfrom
January 24

The India International Aqua Show, organised by
the State Government will be held at KochiMalige
Drive from 24th January. The five-day eventis;be
organised as part of the efforts to popularise |
ornamental fish farming and to exploit its wide scope.

and opportunities. ’

The aqua show will feature various varieties of %
ornamental fish, aquariums, aqua foods, medicines

event. The film fraternity also
expressed its willingness to
conduct a similar programme
in gulf countries to aid the
government project. The
money collected through the
event will be utilised to buy
land for the landless in
Kerala. Cine actors, music
directors and singers will
participate in the mega
show.
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and related equipment. The aqua show will also be
a venue for the ornamental fish farmers in the state
to interact with experts from all over the.globe. The
show will also feature exclusive fish from Malaysia,
Singapore, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Thailand and
America. The other states including Maharashtra,
Lakshwadweep, Karnataka, West Bengal and
Gujarat will also have representation in the show.

CMFRI, CUSAT, NBFGR, CIFT, MPEDA and other
national agencies along with Matsyafed will
associate with the aqua show. The aquarium

equipment from other states will also be displayed§

in the show.
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OBITUARY

Uthradom
Tirunal
Marthanda

Varma

Uthradom Thirunal Marthanda Varma,
a witness to the transformation from
imperial rule to a democratic polity,
passed away. He was 91 and is
survived by two children,
Padmanabha Varma and Parvati Devi.
His wife, Radhadevi, predeceased
him. He was also the titular Maharaja
of Travancore. The body of Varma
was cremated with state and army
honours at the premises of Kowdiar
Palace.

Uthradam Thirunal Marthanda Varma
became head of the royal family after
elder brother Sree Chithira Thirunal
Balarama Varma, the last princely ruler
of Travancore, passed away in 1991.
Even in his ailing medical condition, he
had met Prince Charles during his
recent visit to Kerala last month. An
avid traveller, Marthanda Varma had
visited almost all countries in the West
except U.S.A. Switzerland was his
favourite country. A Sanskrit scholar,
England educated Marthanda Varma
was a photography enthusiast and his
memoir has a chapter entirely
dedicated to royals from different
parts of the world he had

photographed. Kerala lost one of the
last links with its royal past with the
passing away of Uthradom Tirunal
Marthanda Varma.

Uthradam Thirunal Marthanda Varma,
born as the younger son of Maharani
Sethuparvathi Bayi and Ravi Varma
Koyi Thampuran on 22" March, 1922,
was educated in the Kowdiar Palace
by a group of 14 tutors in various
subjects. He later graduated from the
then Travancore University with
Economics, Politics and History as
specialisations in 1943. He was the
recipient of the Moncombu Aandi lyer
Gold Medal for the best student in
SERS A

Rosamma
Punnoose

First pro tem speaker of Kerala
assembly Rosamma Punnoose, the
younger sister of Akkama Cheriyan,
passed away. She was 100.
Rosamma holds many records as a
member of the assembly. She was the
first MLA to swear in to the state
assembly and was also the first MLA
who lost the status following a court
intervention. She was also the first
person to get elected in the first
byelection to the assembly in 1958.
When she was elected to the assembly
from Devikulam constituency in 1957,
her husband T P Punnoose was a Lok
Sabha member. She was a freedom
fighter and had served a three-year
jail term during that period.

K P Udayabhanu

Yesteryear Malayalam playback
singer, K P Udayabhanu, 77,
passed away. Born in Palakkad
district on 6th June, 1936,
Udayabhanu started playback
singing with the film Nayaru
Pidicha Pulivaalu (1958) and went
on to sing a number of melodies.
He is survived by son, Rajeev
Udayabhanu. His  wife
Vijayalakshmi had pre-deceased
him.

Although rooted in classical
tradition, he chose light music and
playback singing as his
mainstream. Udayabhanu began
his career as an announcer at the
Kozhikode station of All India Radio
(AIR) in 1955.During the stint at
AIR, he became associated with
writers and musicians such as P
Bhaskaran, K Raghavan,
Thikkodiyan, Santha P Nair and K
Padmanabhan Nair. This also
paved way for his entry into film
music. Udayabhanu went on to
record many unforgettable
melodies and was also a gifted
COomposer.

Songs he sung include timeless
classics such as “Kaanana
Chayayil” (with P Leela in
‘Ramanan’), “Anuraga
Nadakathin” (‘Ninamaninja
Kalppadukal’) and
“Thaamarathumbee”.
Udayabhanu also carried out
music direction in a few films such
as ‘Samasya’ and ‘Mayilppeeli’.
His wife Vijayalekshmi
predeceased him. He is survived
by son Rajeev Udayabhanu.
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was surprisedtohearfroman
officer working in the District
Collectorate, Katiayamthatinhis
31 yearlongcareerthe daythat
he feltmostaccomplishedwas
the day of Mass Contact

Programme (MCP). TheMCPat
Kottayam went past midnight
and concluded by earlymoming,
the following day. There was
heavyrainalso. [fanofficerwho
had spent 16 hours withoutany

g
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break orrestinthe middle ofthe
commonmanhadfound hisjob
most satisfying; it clearly indi-
catesaposiivechange.

The second edition of MCP
that started on 18th Octoberin
Thiruvananthapuramandended
onZ17thDecemberinKannurhad
withessedmanysuchchanges. |
was joined by my Cabinet col-
leagues, elected representatives
and govemment officials; all of

A
A
b

whomworkedasateamtomake
the JanaSamparkaParpediamas-
sivesuccess. Wetogetherdreamt
ofagoalinfinding solutions to
the problemsofthe peopleonthe
spotandonthesameday.When
thousands ofthem thronged at
many ofthe venues of the MCP,
weactuallydidnotbothertotake
food orrest. Our minds were fo-
cusedonthemeansandwaysby
whichthe required solace could




lons

be provided tothem. The MCP
heldinKottayamwas one ofthe
largestmassgatheringsthe State
haseverwinessed. Theproblems
faced by the commonmanare
varied and quite difficult to be-
lieve. Atthe same time MCP
showed methe helplessness of
humanbeings. ltalsobroughtto
light some inspiring stories of
compassionand care forfellow

humanbeings.

Binu, native of Adimali, para-
lyzed fully belowthe hips,hada
gruesomesstorytotell. Hetakes
careofhisagedparentsandaiing
brother. Heis cluelessonhowto
repay the loan amount of one-
and-a-halflakhrupees. The stu-
dentsofthe Viswadeepthi Public
Schoolandtheirteacherscame
forwardto helphimwiththe loan.
Binuwas broughtto Idukki MCP
by the students of this school.

Hearing hisgrievancesandthe
battle foranewlife, hewasgiven
50,000 rupees and atoilet-at-
tachedshopnearthe AdimaliFor-
eststation. There couldn’tbea
perfectexampletoshowcareand
compassiontoabrotherlike him.
Many such people attended
MCPs, who were carried on
friends and relatives’ shoulders
andinstretchersandambulances
togettherrgrievancesaddressed.

The story of Anju, anative of
Punnammottil, Pathanamthitta,
studyingforB.Techwasnotmuch
differentfrom others. Her father
isblind, mothera patientand her
sisteris studying. She found it
hardtofindameansforivingand
for continuing her studies. Itis
because ofthe kindness ofthe
localpeoplethatshehasbeenable
to pay her feesin the first two
years.ShecametoMCPwhenher
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lifebecame avortex ofhardships. Howcanagovemment
remaininactive onsuch cases? Thosewhoblamethat
MCP isan extravagantaffair should keep in mind that
thedifference betweenthese people and usisonlyathin
line.

twasinKottayamthatanursingstudentMeeraand
hisbrother Manuwere includedinthe Sneehapoorvam

. Scheme. Both, parentless, werestudyinginthesixhstan-

dard. ltwas also decided that the govemmentwill bear
the educational expenses of the two. Onthe way tothe
MCPvenueinKatiayam, lwasinformed oftheirmother’s

' demiseand | visited the home earty momingiitself. Ifound

themweeping infrontof theirmotherAni Jacob's bodly.

o Theirfatherwasdiedamonthagoduetocardiacanest

Doesn'tthe govemmenthave anyrolein helping these
haplesschidren?

52 yearold Sarada, native of KumbalainKasargod
District has been running pillar to post to get the title
deed of herfive cents ofland. During thisfrantic run, her
smallhouse, owingtobad weather, became dilapidated.
Shewas forced to move with her three childrento an-

"% otherhouse,whichdidnothave properwindowsordoors.

Shedecidedtotake partinthe MCP after shewas denied
oftheftitle deed, which was earlier sanctioned by the
tahsildarin 2011. Tohergreatrelief, shewas sanctioned
withthetitle deed onthe 20th day ofthe MCP. Thiskind
offrustrationsandhelplessness came upbeforethe MCPs
heldinKerala, whichthe govemmentwasabletogivedue
careandassistance. Butsome people withvested inter-

| estscriticized thatthe Chief Ministerwas doing the job

of Tahsildarsand village officers. | still don'tunderstand
whythereare hurdiesthat preventusfrom helping afel
low citizenin distress.

We criticize the administration withoutknowing the
factthat outdated laws and rules make government
officials helpless. Inthe light of the MCP conductedin
2011, wewereabletoissue 45 newgovemmentorders,
whichwill helpinthe easyandfastdisposal of cases. More
suchamendmentswould be madethistimetoo, soasto
make govemance ahassle-free andresult-oriented affair.
Providing old-age pension to those who have male

} chidrenwasanexample. The mostimportantofallwas

thatthe BPL listgotexpanded, enabling familiestoavail



freemedicalcare.

bemade
inthe lightof MCP 2013. Some
corrective steps have already
beentaken. Inthe MCP thatwas
heldin Thrissur, | have declared
that the income limitwould be
increasedinthe case ofhandicap
pension.GramaSabhascanhelp
the govemmentinidentifying eli
gible persons for welfare pen-
sions. Thisinturn would make
theGramaSabhasmoredynamic.
Manylocalissueshavebeen
broughtto my attention during
MCP2013. Andwewereableto
find solutionsto many. The traf-
ficsystemin Kannurtownwasin
disarray formanymonthsdueto
the bad condition of the roads.
Thiswas following the construc-
tion works for laying pipelines
forthe supply of drinking water. |
received many complaintsinthis
regardfrom people'srepresenta-
tives during the course of the
MCP in Kannur. Inthe Cabinet
meeting heldthe nextday; itwas
decidedtoprovide Rs5croresas
immediatefinancial assistanceto
KannurMunicipality forroadre-
pair. Onthe basis of the revised
proceedings,inthe MCPthatwas
held in Idukki District, we an-
nounced thatthetitle deed distri-
butioninthe districtwould soon
commence. Manynewdevelop-
mentplanswereannounceddur-
ingthe MCPinWayanad District.
Manyissuesthat cropped upin
almostall the districts were ad-
dressed

MCP gave methe opportu-

'j'l

We criticize the administration without
knowing the fact that outdated laws and rules
make governmentofficials helpless. Inthe light
ofthe MCP conducted in2011, wewereableto
issue45 newgovermmentorders, whichwill help
inthe easy and fast disposal of cases.

nity to convince myselfthatthe
society still nourishes compas-
sionand brotherhood in spite of
the oddities of life. | must also
emphasis here thatthe support
rendered by thevolunteerscom-
prising Student Police, NCC,
Scoutsand Guidesandthe Red
Crasswashighlyadmirable. Like
this, many such people’s hard
workwithoutrestandsleepmade
theMass ContactProgrammea
greatsuccess.

Unfortunately, the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) boy-
cotted MCP. Iwould termitas
their political strategy. But, they
should have participated inthe

programme. By staying away,
they denied themselvesample
opportunities for interacting
with the common man and for
understanding their grievances
from close quarters. Many of
these people had cometoMCP
venues onwheelchairs and tri-
cydes.Somehavetotakeambu-
lance. The protest by LDF sup-
porters caused great difficulties
tothese peoplefromreachingthe
venuesintime. Some ofthem
were forced to take alternative
routestoreachthe venues. As
poliicians and socialworkers, we
should notforgetthatthereisno
struggle greaterthanthe struggle

forexistence. Ifwe failtorealize

| this, thenthe peoplewilmakeus

ey

Itis only when the distance
betweenthegovermentandthe
publicis reducedthatthe people
will startbelievinginthe govermn-
mentandits govemance. MCP
has enabledin closing this gap.
Governmentofficials fromall dis-
tricts of Kerala have worked to-
getherfor nights and days and
stood by the people toresolve
their problems. This | believeis

~ thereal strength of our democ-

racy.

Mass Contact Programme
has helped me tointeractwith
people atthe grassroots ofthe
society. [fthis programme did not
havetaken place, lwouldnthave
gotthe opportunitytomeetthese
people andtheywouldn'thave
metmeeither. Thereisenough
scopeforchangestotake effect
inthesystem.MCPhastaughtme
many things. lam still a student
andMCPismydassroom. Thisis
notmerely a programme; buta
mission. Whenlamengagedin
suchamission, | become one
amongthem.

Mass Contact Programme
has helped the governmentin
finding solutions to problems
thathaveremainedunresolvedin
administrative glitches. And at
theendoftheday,thesmieonthe
face ofthe personwhose griev-
ance hasbeenresolvediswhat
matterstome; and perhapsthe
greatest of recognitions to the

govemment. m
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" CURRENT

Address

to the Kerala
Legislative Asse

I I onourable Speaker,

Honourable Members,

Iwarmly welcome all of you
to the tenth session of the
Thirteenth Kerala Legislative
Assembly and itsfirst sessionin
2014. My Governmentis proud
ofitsaccomplishments overthe
last thirty months. Itis delivering
commendably onthe premises
that were made to the people of
Keralawhen my Government
took office. My Governmenthas
persevered hardforthe socialand
economic development of our
State. Most of the key projects
whether in the industrial,
agricultural, health, education,
infrastructure or information
technology sectors, thathad gone
into dormancy have beenrevived
and putonafasttrack.

Alongside, Govermmenthas
emphasized its commitmentto
the poor and the marginalizedin
anunprecedented manner. The
outlay onwelfare schemesrunby
Government under its
Departments has increased
threefold over the last thirty
months of this Government.
Today, the welfare schemes
delivered by the Social Justice,
Health and other Departments
along with our Local Self
Governments form the bulwark
ofasocial defence mechanismfor
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the common man, truly unique to
Kerala. The KarunyaBenevolent
Fund has beenwidely acclaimed
asaunigue modelin mobilizing
funds for humanitarian purposes
andhasbroughtsuccourto25000
patients, with Rs.250 cr
disbursedtothem.

The'JanaSambarkaParipadi
(Chief Minister's Mass Contact
Progmmme) has come in for
commendation from the United
Nations. This programme
focuses on goals beyond
distribution of financial
assistance and hasbeenableto
effectively resolve several
administrative hurdles and
simplify procedures.

My Govemmenthasagrand
vision of our State based on
underlying principles of equity
andinclusiveness. Letmeassure
you that my Government is
committed to work unflinchingly
towards realizing this. My
Government shall meet the
expectations placed onitby our
people with a performance thatis
consistent, focused and marked
by hard work and dedication. No
doubt, this single-minded
perseverance will yield rich
dividends in time. It is
encouraging thatthere are recent
reports, which indicate that the
efforts putin by my Government

are bearing fruits and Keralais
poisedtoemerge astheleaderin
the country inalmost all aspects
of socio-economic development.

I am happy to inform this
august House that consistent
with the developmentambitions
ofour Slate, the size ofthe Xl Five
Year Plan has been pegged at
Rs..02 lakh crore. Thisis more
than 150% of the previous Five
Year Plan. The State Planning
Board has prepared the first draft
ofthePERSPECTIVEPLAN2030.
This planaims attaking Keralato
the same level as the more
advanced Nordic countries by
2040, based ona planned growth
rate of 7.5%.

A primary focus of my
Govemmentin plan expenditure
will be on the quality of the
expenditure A new software
'PLAN SPACE' has been
commissioned to monitor both
financialand physical progress of
implementation. My
Govemmentshallensure thatall
sections of our society and all
regions of the State get the
benefit of the development that
the State is withessing now. My
Governmentwill design special
packagesinthe Annual Plans for
addressing developmentissues
of Wayanad and Kasaragod
Districts and the coastal and hill

areas.AHighPowered Committee
will be constituted to identify
problems of the most backward
areas and to address them
specifically. The State has
received an Award of Excellence
from the Government of India.in
October 2013 for its efforts in
implementing the Results
Framework Document.

My Government considers
thatinfrastructure development
is very crucial for attracting
industrial investments. KINFRA
will forge ahead with the
establishment of Industrial
Development Zones at
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi,
Kozhikode and Kannur. To
encourage the manufacturing of
specific high priority electronic
products, two Electronic
Manufacturing Clusters will be
established at Kochi with the
assistance of Government of
India.

My Governmentis pleased
toinform this august House that
thc introduction of e-
procurementand e-paymentin
PSUs along with Government
Departmentshasensuredgreater
transparency and accountability.
Lastyear, PSUs under Industries
Department paid Rs. 34 cr. as
dividend. More professionals
will be inducted into PSUs for



improving managerial efficiency.

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMES) have
created anaccelerated growthin
industrial investment and in
employment creation. Benefits
will be extended to MSMEs in
tune with the Public Procurement
Policy of Governmentof Indiafor
MSMEs. More multistoried
industrial estates will be
constructed for MSMES. A
BusinesstoBusiness Meetwilbe
held at Kochi during 2014 for
showcasing and improving the
marketability of this sector.

In the traditional sector,
Government intends to
introduce innovative strategies
to brand products from this
sector. Availability of funds and
raw materials will be ensured for
providing more working daysto
the employees of cashew,
handloom, bamboo and
handicraft sectors'

My Governmenthas made
concerted efforts to encourage
the coir industry through the
husk Procurement scheme'
revival/ setting up of defibering
unitsamong others. Agencieslike
Coconut DevelopmentBoardand
Agriculture Department will
assist for increasing husk
collection and maximizing
availability of coconut fibre.

Akshaya centres are the

pride of Kerala IT. My
Government has succeededin
bringing public services to the
doorsteps of the citizen through
2000 Akshayacentres. E-District
projecthas beenrolled outinall
14 districts and 52 lakh digitally
signed certificates have been
disbursed throughthese centres.
Through the Service Plus
software, more than 500 services
will be brought under the e-
Govemanceumbrella. Thisyear,
Akshayacentreswill bo providing
senvicesinthe niche areasofkiosk
banking, micro ATMs and retail
insurance. Our State leads the
country in Aadhaar enrolment.
98% of the people in the State
have been enrolled on the
Aadhaar platform. Allbeneficiary

Payments will be paid directly to
their Aadhaar linked bank
accounts.

The State Data Centrewillbe
cloud enabled. To realize the
‘Digital Kerala' goal, National
Optical Fiber Network will be
implemented giving optical
connectivity to all Panchayats.
Video conferencing will be used
in offices at the taluk level to
reduce time delays. E-Office is
being implemented in the
Secretariatand will be extended
to all Directorates and
Collectorates next year. My
Governmentwill showcase the
bestof Kerala IT initiatives inthe
National e-Governance
Conference that will be held at
KochiinJanuary 2014.

My Governmentintends to
provide budget supporttoyoung
entrepreneurs with innovative
ideas for setting up new
enterprises under Entrepreneur
SupportScheme. September 12th
will be celebrated as
Entrepreneurship Day in the
State every year. The Startup
Village, launchedin 2012 atKochi
as India's first public private
partnership model, the
Technology Business Incubator,
will help incubate thousand
startups over the next 10 years.
Kerala Technology Innovation
Zone will be established at
KINFRA Hi TECH Park,
Kalamassery under the
Technopark TBI.

I am happy to inform this
augustHouse that the Smart City
project has gained momentum
and the master plan of
construction of approximately
14 million square feethas been
approved. The firstblock of 6.5
lakh square feet, expected to be
ready by March 2015 will provide
[2,000jobs. Tobridge the gap for
high quality infrastructure, my
Government hasintroduced a
newschemetoencourage Private
IT and HighTech Parks, as self
contained walk-to-work
townships.

My Governmenthas builtits
strategy in agriculture around the
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focused implementation of
various schemes for Rice,
Coconut and Vegetable
Development, Soil and Crop
Health Management, Agricultural
Extension and Technology
support. We are beginningtosee
the resultant benefits in
increased production and
productivity of food crops.
Vegetable Development
Programmeswillbe givengreater
thrust. My Government will
progressively usherin a new
approach of crop health
managementbased on building
sustainable eco-systems and
good plant protection practices-
Plant Health Clinics will be
established in selected
Krishibhavans.

The State Horticulture
Mission dedicated to the holistic
development of the horticulture
sector is implementing the
National Horticulture Mission
Programme. Hi-tech Farming
Scheme launched by my
Governmenthas evoked keen
interest particularly among the
younger farmers and Non
ResidentKeralites. 14 High Tech
Villages are belong setuponan
experimental basis. My
Governmentintendsto establish
a Technology Centre with the
assistance of the Netherlands
Government. To encourage Hi-
Tech Agriculture, subsidy and
interest subventions on term
loans will be made available'
Financial assistance will be
extended for cultivation in
Polyhouses. Farmers adopting
Hi-tech practices will be
organized into Farmer Producer
Organisationsto compete inthe
global market. Open precision
farming will be encouraged in
banana and vegetables
cultivation. Special thrust will be
giventothe cultivation of safe to
cat' cool season vegetablesin
Vattavada and Kanthalloor, thc
tropical fruit Litchi in Wayanad,
Strawberry in Idukki and the
Dutch RoseinMunnar'.

The Mission will set up
nutrigardens in the Attappady
Tribal Area, totackle the prevalent
problem of malnutrition in the
area. Theimproved ATMAPIus
model of agricultural extension
will be adopted. Organic farming
will be encouraged inKasaragod,
Idukki and Wayanad to gradually
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transform Keralainto an organic
State.

Nextyear, 28 new Soil and
Water Conservation projects will
be taken up with NABARD
assistance fordeveloping 23,023
hectares of land. The Soll
Museum. aReference Centreon
soils of Kerala will be dedicated
tothe people of the State. Eco-
restoration project for
developing 78 vulnerable tribal
habitats will be completed.

Developing self sufficiency
and bringing veterinary services
tothe farmers'door steps willbe
the main focus areas in the
Animal Husbandry sector. To
augmentmeat production, 1000
units with 5-10 male calves
fattening units will be established
inthe State. A new poultry farm
and hatchery unit are being
proposed at Edavanna in
Malappuram District. Two multi
- speciality Mobile Veterinary
Clinicsthatcanreachthefarmer's
doorstepswill be established. My
Government proposes to
establish Livestock Management
Training Centres in Kasaragod
and Wayanad and an Animal
Science MuseumatMalampuzha.

My Governmentrealizesthe
immense promise that the dairy
sector holdsforthe State. Amodel
e-marketwill be established for
trading quality milch animals by
farmers directly. Sophisticated
milk testing labs will be setup at
allthemajorcheck poststoensure
quality of milk brought into the
State. My Government will
institute the Dr. Varghese Kurian
Memorial Award in his honour
forrecognizing the best APCOS
andNon-APCOS Co-operativein
the State.

My Government has
consistently persevered to
develop the fisheries sectorand
help fishermen and women
employed in this sector. The
Fisheries Department will
implement a comprehensive
housing scheme for traditional
fishermen who neither possess
land nor house. Multi species
hatcheries will be established to
propagate the production of
endangered indigenous fish
species of Kerala. The State will
move forward to achieving self-
sufficiency in fish seed
production.

My Government is very
happy to place onrecord thatone
lakh eighteen thousand houses
could be completed and thirty
four thousand houses are under
construction, under the EMS
Housing Scheme. About seven
thousand houses have been
renovated under the Laksham
veedu Renovation Scheme. The
Grama Yathraundertaken by the
Ministerfor Panchayats has given
amuch needed impetus to the
functioning ofthe Grama Sabhas.
My Govemmenthasbeenableto
strengthen the Panchayats by
creating over 1800 posts by far
the most significant manpower
additioninthe Panchayats.

Kudumbashree continuesits
marchforward as one ofthe most
acclaimed Self Help Group
movements in the world. Ithas
launched aninterest subvention
scheme, converging Centraland
State schemes, underwhichthe
beneficiaries will getloan @4%.
Kudumbasree haslaunchedthe
Central Aagjevika Scheme under
which thousands of joblessrural
youths will be able to upgrade
their skills

My Govemmentproposesto
take up an empowerment
programme for the Panchayats
thatare financially the weakestto
enable them to design and
implement remunerative
schemesandhelpthemachieve
financial self-sufficiency. My
Government proposes to
conductaninternationalmeeton
Local Governance in 2014 to
bring together diverse streams of
thinking and experience and
facilitate adoption of best
practices for the next wave of
leamingand adaptationin LSGs.

My Government has been
effectively utilizing the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
EmploymentGuarantee Scheme
to provide employment to our
rural households. In 2013-2014,
Govemmentexpecistogenerate
87557 lakhpersondaysfor17.47
lakh rural households in the
State. The emphasis willbe on
creation of durable community
assets. Timely paymentofwages
to the workers will be ensured
through the Electronic Muster
andMeasurement System. Under
PMGSY, 772 out of the 1335
roads sanctioned havingalength
of 1702 Km were completed.

Considering the urgency to
address developmentissues of
the tribal community at
Attappady, top priority is given
for the early completion of the
Aliappady Package.

My Government proposes
to construct 60,000 houses under
IndiraAavaz Yojana. Rs. 50,000
per house will be provided by
Govemmentand the balance wil
b€ shared by the three tier
Panchayats. As part of
sustainable income generation
for self help groups at least two
micro-enterprisesineach Grama
Panchayatwill be supported and
each Grama Panchayat will be
provided Rs. 2,00,000 each as
financial assistance for group
economic activity.

The Sewage TreatmentPlant
at Thiruvananthapuramhasbeen
commissioned. Under Jawaharlal
Nehru Urban Renewal Mission,
400 buses allotted will be
operated indifferent Municipal
Areas. Anew scheme for multi
level parking systems inurban
areaswillbe drawn up tomitigate
parking problems. The thrustwill
be on starting new sewerage
network which do not have any
andcompleteongoingworks. The
water supply and solid waste

ntprojects sanctioned
by the Ministry of Urban
Development in 22
Municipalities will be expedited.
Kerala Urban and Rural
Development Finance
Corporation has financed more
than815 schemesthisyear. The
second phase ofthe preparation
of Master Plans for all the urban
areas of the State will be
completed - a step that will
significantly help the planned and
orderly development of our
urbanareas. Local development
Plans and Integrated District
Development Plans will be
prepared for all districts in a
phasedmanner.

My Govemment proposesto
implementcomprehensive urban
projects throughout the State in
PPP mode. An Investor's Meet
'Partner Kerala' will be organized
to generate substantial
investments in urban projects.
My Govemmenthas established
the"Clean KeralaCompany Ltd."
asaservice provider for operating
community based decentralized
garbage collection and waste



managementacrossall highrise
apartments, office buildingsand
gated private residential
communities. My Government
aims to extend housing to all
urbanpoorinsiumareas.

My Government believes
thatthrough concerted actionthe
State can find alasting solution
10 the housing shortage
estimated al 12 lakh houses.
Schemes like the Saphalyam,
Grihasree, Sowbhagya, Anugraha
and Innovative Housing
Schemes will be strengthened.
The Kerala State Housing
Development Finance
Corporation will be used to
mobilize funds for the housing
sector. The construction of the
first phase of the Laurie Baker
International School of Habitat
Studies will commence shortly.
My Govermentisinthe process
ofamending the Kerala Building
(Lease and Rent Control) Act. A
State Housing Risk Fund will be
ser up to mitigate creditrisks in
advancing loans for housing for
lowincome sections.

My Governmentwill take up
the developmentofundeveloped
Scheduled Caste coloniesduring
2014-15 There will be a special
drive for completing incomplete
houses taken up under various
departmental initiatives. Thrust
will be given for providing land
for landless and house for
houseless. Fifty colonies will be
adopted additionally under the
Self Sufficient Colony Scheme.
There will be a special drive to
facilitate students to
successfully complete
professional degree courses. A
Sports College willbe started for
giving special training for
students belonging to SC
community who are outstanding
inthe field of sports.

The Scheduled Tribes
Development Departmentisin
the vanguard of implementing
welfare and development
programmes for the ST
community in the State. My
Govemmentintendsto avail ofa
loan of Rs. 100 cr. forimproving
road connectivity to tribal
coloniesinthe State. Thisyeara
one-time assistance package for
senior citizens and bedridden
personsinthe community will be
implemented . A pilot project of
deploying groups of trained

Women Social Workerstoassist
in de-addiction campaign will be
launched.

A program to provide
specialized care to 36 ST
Communities takinginto account
variations across communities
and geographic locations will be
implemented. 1000 new
‘Ooruvikasana Samithi' (OVS)
will be constituted as Residents
Associations. My Government
proposes to supplement the
existing housing programmes by
providing 5000 housesthrougha
loan of Rs. 195 cr. from HUDCO.
A Debt Relief Scheme will be
formulated for assisting tribal
families and 100% ST
Kudumbashree Units

My Government gives
considerable importance tothe
welfare of minorities. The
establishmentofthe Kerala State
Minority Development Finance
Corporation, the Kerala State
Commission for Minorities and
six new Coaching Centres for
youth from minority
communities are some ofthe key
achievementsinthe year. The
Kerala Institute of Minority

Studies will be set up at
Malappuram in collaboration
with the Kerala State wagfBoard.

My Governmentintends to
introduce a special assistance
scheme for students from
backward class communities
studying in national institutions
like IIT, NIT, AlIMS, lIMs. Under
the scheme 'IT formasses', 1000
womenwillbe provided training.
The Department for Backward
Classesisinitsinfancy and will
be further strengthened thisyear
to take up the challenges of
developingthe backward classes.

My Government is
proposinganew legislationforthe
registration of migrant workers
and providing UID cards with all
details. As partofmodemizing the
Insurance and Medical Services
Departmentan ESI Stores and
Inventory Management System
will be implemented. My
Government proposes to
establish the first Safety Institute
inthe State under the Factories
and Boilers Department. The
Industrial Hygiene Laboratory
will be upgraded to the level of a
national laboratory. The

Industrial Training Department
has ambitious plans to take up
new Skill Development
Initiatives, establish new ITIs in
linguistic minority areas and
launch a Career Development
Mission for the trainees to
effectively leverage the State's
potential in the emerging

economy.Newtrades
will be introduced in ITls based
on job opportunities and market
demand.

The Kerala Academy of Skill
Excellence hasmade progressin
setting up skill-specific training
and placement centres. Acore
group of trainers will be created,
tapping into the skill base of Gulf
returnees. My Government will
work with the Ministries of
External Affairs and Overseas
Affairs for protecting the
interests of emigrants who take
up low-end jobs jn the
unorganised sector and ensure
that they are not exploited by
unscrupulous middlemen.

My Governmentis happy to
inform this House that it has
launched "Arogyakiranam" a
programme aimed to benefit
individuals less than 18 years of
age with free treatment in
governmenthospitals. Thisisan
innovative andimproved version
of thc Rastriya Bala Swasthiya
Karyakramofthe Govemmentof
India offering free treatment for
all medical conditions. Yet
another first to its credit, my
Government has launched the
distribution of over 800 free
generic drugs to reduce the
burden of healthcare expenditure
of the poor. The Janani Shishu
SurakshaKaryakram-schemefor
free treatment for pregnant
womenand newbomuptolyear
wasintroducedinthe State.

My Government has
launched aninnovative projectto
screenallnewbomsforarange of
deficiencies in all major
Government hospitals. De-
addiction centres, anti-tobacco
activities arld tobacco cessation
clinics have beenintroduced. 27
new dialysis units have been set
up in General and District
Hospitals. Three versatile
projects Jeevani for managing
Typo-2 diabetes, Drishti for
treating  Myopia in
schoolchildren and Punamava
for management of Cardio
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VascularAccidentcomplications
have also been started. My
Government intends to start
Reproductive Medicine
Departments forimplementing
Assisted Reproductive
Treatmentinallthe Govermment
Medical Colleges of the State.
Thisyear Regional Spinal Injury
Units will be setup in all Medical
Collegestoensureimmediateand
effective care of spinal injuries.

My Government has
initiated steps to start Medical
Collegesin 8 outofthe 9 districts
which do not have any - yet
another stellar achievementtoits
credit in the field of health
educationinthe State. Giventhe
need to combat the high rate of
growth of cancerinthe State, the
Surgical Oncology, Radiotherapy
and Radiation Physics
Departments of all Government
Medical Colleges ofthe State will
be merged and upgradedintomini
RCCs for extending tertiary
cancer care to the whole
population of the State. My
Government proposes to
establish dialysis units in all
Taluk Hospitals with atleast 10
beds for a dialysis unit to
effectively catertotheincreasing
number of patients with renal
problems. An Allindia Institute of
Homeopathy inthe State will be
started by upgrading the
Government Homeopathy
Collegein Thiruvananthapuram.
My Governmentwill endeavour
to bring out a comprehensive
Public Health Policy.

My Govemmentlegitimately
prides itselfin the concernand
commitmentthatithas shownto
the poor and the downtrodden.
The Social Justice Department
has beenatorchbearer forthese
programmes andis indeed the
most visible face of this caring
and compassion. My
Govemmentisinthe process of
restructuring the Integrated
Child Development Services. An
ICDS mission will be set up with
aviewto resolving programme
gapsandoperationalissuesinthe
implementation of ICDS.
Anganwadis will be repositioned
as vibrant early childhood care
and education centres with
adequate infrastructure and
human resources. The
construction of all Model
Anganwadieswil be completedin
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thecomingyear.

Giventhe severalinstances
of child malnutrition reported
from Attappadi, my Government
proposes to implement an
Accelerated Nutrition
Programme in Attappadiwhere
nutrition needs of the child and
mother through the first 1000
days of the child will be met.

My Govemment proposesto
launchthe "We Care"initiative for
mobilizing funds for its major
social security initiatives. Firms
will be empanelled under the
project "We Care" and will be
entrusted with the responsibility
of formulating, designing and
implementing various fund
raising strategies. Yet another
major initiative that will be taken
up in the coming year will be to
developacormpsof\Voluntary Care
Workers to take care of
beneficiaries under various
welfareschemes. TheKeralaState
Women Development
Corporation will open
information and assistance
centres and help desks
indifferent parts of the State.

My Government has
launched the Special Initiative for
Disabilities. Under this scheme,
hospitals will be supplied
sophisticated equipment for
early detection of disabilities. The
Social Justice and Health
Departments will join hands to
setupan Early Detection Centre
for disabilities in every District.
Through the Cochlear
Implantation Programme, which
has become a model for the
country, 200 more hearing
impaired childrenwill be assisted
My Govemmenthasannounced
an NGO policy underwhich, the
State will collaborate with
accredited NGOStorunhomesin
all Districts for the aged, disabled,
orphans andthe mentallyill. The
Bill for converting the National
Institute of Speech and Hearing,
Thiruvananthapuram into a
University will be moved in this
augustHouse soon. The Kerala
State Handicapped Persons
welfare Corporation will take up
the distribution of motor
scooters for the differently abled
asoneofitsmainfocusareas.

My Government will
continue to place emphasis on
school education in the State.
Added thrust will be given to

teaching communicative English
in schools and imparting life skill
education for students to better
equip them to take on the
challengesthatlie ahead of them.
Special emphasiswill be givento
the teaching of children with
special needs A" Talent hunt' will
be initiated in schools to identify
childrentalentedin schools atthe
lower primary stage itself and
groomthemaschampions. The T
@School Projectwillbe extended
to Higher Secondary Schools
with special emphasis on skill
upgradation and ICT enabled
education. State-of-the-art
kitchens will be established in
1000 Government schools. My
Government will take up the
infrastructure development of
270 Government Higher
Secondary Schools. Self-defence
training for girls will be
introduced in 38 Government
Higher Secondary Schools. Atthe
primary education level, teacher
training, training for resource
teachers, capacity building of SSA
personnelwill be givenfocus. UP
SchoolswithI00 studentsand LP
Schooalswith 150 studentswillbe
providedwithaHead Teacher. In
the academic year 2014-15, the
revised curriculum and
textbooks will be implemented
for selected classes and
thereafter, the curriculum and
textbooks of other classes will
also be revised overtwo years.
Therevised curriculum for Pre-
primary classes will be
introduced. SIEMAT will provide
all necessary technical support
forthe school education system.

The Kerala State Literacy
Mission Authority is planning to
conduct NAVAJYOTHI'-aNon
Formal Special Education
Programme for Attappady Tribal
Area, AKSIARALAKSHAM-the
second phase of the Literacy
Programme and ATHULYAM the
second phase ofthe Total Primary
Education Programme. The
Authority will offer a Higher
Secondary Equivalency

The Public Entrance
Examinations Coaching
Scheme(PEECS)dlassesthatare
beingtelecastthrough VICTERS
channelto enable all our Higher
Secondary Students to get fair
and equal opportunity in
entrance examinations has been

very successful and 1.82 lakh
students have registered inthe
portal.

My Government is
determined to ensure that our
students should be provided with
all necessary facilities for their
higher education. We are
committed to increasing the
Gross Enrolment Ratio by 50lo
points during this plan period.
Thisyearhasbeenapathbreaking
year for higher education in the
State. My Government has
announced its historic and bold
policy of starting a Government
College in every Assembly
Constituency thatdoes nothave
eithera Govemmentoran Aided
College.

My Government believes
that educational autonomy is
critical to broad basing quality
higher education. Tothisend, it
has carefully promulgated an
Ordinance to amend the
University Acts in line with the
proposal of the Dr. Madhava
Menon Committee onAutonomy.
As a measure to improve
academic quality, three-year
Honours Degree Programmehas
beenstartedinthree Govemment
Coallegesinthe Kerala, Calicutand
Kannur Universities. The
programme - Fostering Linkages
with Academic innovation and
Research (FLAIR)-has beenwell
received by theyoungteachersof
our State and will be extended
furtherto Aided Colleges also.

The Kerala State Higher
Education Councilfocusesonits
diverseinitiatives for educational
reform. My Govemmentisinthe
process of setting up a State
Assessmentand Accreditation
Council. The Council is
convening an Intemational Meet
on Transnational Educationin
January 2014 todraw up plansfor
international co-operation. The
prestigious e-Governance
project for Universities and the
Collegiate and Technical
Education Departments will be
commissionedin2015.

The New Heritage Model
Reference Block in the State
Central Library will be completed
in the coming year. The
planetarium of the Kerala State
Scienceand Technology Museum
will be modemizedata costof Rs.
12 cr. The Kerala Science City at



Kottayam will be inaugurated
shortly. The Regional Science
Centre, Chalakkudy will be
openedto publicthisyear. The
Kerala State Civil Service
Academy has earned a
commendable reputation as a
training institution of choice for
the civil services examinations.
Two more sub-centres in
Palakkad and Kozhikode will be
made operational soon.

Additional Skill Acquisition
Programme (ASAP) the signature
skill project of my Government
is being extended to 450 Higher
Secondary Schoolsand Colleges
inthe State. Under ASAB my
Government has been able to
enter into partnerships with
twenty four industry partners.
My Govemmenthas submitteda
proposal foravailing aloan forthe
programme from Asian
Development Bank. 140
Community Skill Parks one in
each Assembly constituency -
will be established under the
project. These parks will be
designed to function as 24x7
centreswhere studentsfromany
institution can enrol in skill
courses. My Govemmentintends
tosubmita proposaltothe Centre
for setting up a National Skills
University in the State.

My Government has
approved the setting up of the
LBS Integrated Institute of
Science and Technology in
Malappuram based onthe broad
recommendations of the Justice
Sachar Commission Report. My
Government proposes to
commence the construction of
the Thiruvananthapuram
Engineering Science and
Technology Research Parkin
2014. The first phase of the
National Vocational Education
Qualification Framework
(NVEQF) in Technical High
Schools and Polytechnics has
beenapproved. My Govemment
has signed MoU with M/s
Mercedes Benz Indiato startan
advanced Diploma in
Automotive Mechatronics in
GovemmentEngineering College,
Barton Hill. My Govermmenthas
entered into an MoU with M/s
Bosch Rexrothtosetupa Centre
of Excellence in Automation
Technologies in College of
Engineering, Thiruvanantha-
puram and a Centre of

Competence in Automation

Technologies in Government
Polytechnic  College,
Kalamassery.

A two year Masters
Programme will be offered in
Translational Engineering in
GovemmentEngineering College,
Barton Hill, in collaboration with
the Columbia University and the
University of Montreal, Canada.
Government of India have
approved the proposal for setting
up new community colleges
linked to five pairs of
Government Polytechnics and
Arts and Science Colleges at
Attingal, Kottayam,
Perinthalmanna, Thrissurand
Shoranur.

My Govemment proposesto
conduct the Computer
Application Eligibility Test
(CAET),anonlinetesttoexamine
thebasic Computer Skills needed
for an applicant to apply for
employment in Government.

The KR Narayanan Institute
of visual Arts and Science at
Kottayamwillbe inauguratedand
classes shall commenceinthe
nextacademicyear. The Kerala
State Council of Science,
Technology and Environment
has started State-wide activities
for capacity building in basic
sciences in our educational
institutions. The Institute of
Basic Sciencesnamedinmemory
ofthe great Indian mathematical
genius, SrinvasaRamanujanwas
formally inaugurated by the
Israeli Nobel Laureate Prof. Ada
Yonath. An Institute of Centre-

State Technology Partnershiphas
been started in partnership with
the Department of Science and
Technology, Government of
India. My Government will
establish a new Centre for
Assistive Technologies in
collaboration with the National
Institute of Technology,
Kozhikode exclusively for the
blind, hearing-mpaired and other
physically challenged persons.

My Govemmenthasfocused
on consolidation, protectionand
rehabilitation of forests,
protection of fragile eco-systems
and participatory habitat
managementasthe centralhub of
its forest policy. 700 posts of
Tribal Watchers have been
createdinthe Forest Department.
100 check dams will be
constructed for ensuring water
availability within forests. New
eco-tourism projects at Konni
and Shendurney will be
implemented.

Tribals will be weaned away
from their total dependency on
forests through training for skill
developmentin diverse areas.
Youth from Scheduled Tribes
communities living inthe forests
will be trained and engaged as
tourism guides ir eco-tourism
centres. Though financial
assistance from Central
Govemmentisnowreceived only
for protected Areas, my
Governmentintends to take up
specific activities for protection
and management of wildlife
outside Protected Areas also.
Twenty out of the existing 113

forest stations will be developed
into Model Forest Stations and
ten new forest stations will be
formed. To reduce man-animal
conflict, a participatory approach
will be adopted for power charged
fencing by providing subsidy to
the owners of agricultural lands
onthefringe of forests.

My Governmentis acutely
conscious of the fact that
developmental aspirations ofa
State cannot be realized without
adequate availability of power.
The unfortunate factremains that
there has been no substantial
addition to our generation
capacity for the pastfew years.
With the LNG terminal al Kochi
now areality. proposals of power
generation using naturalgas has
brightened. My Government
proposestosetupa400MW gas-
based power plantadjacenttothe
existing thermal plant at
Brahmapuramusing natural gas.
Stepshave beeninitiatedtosetup
a 500 MW power plant jointly
with KSEB and INKEL, utilizing
the Pet Coke fromthe Expansion
Projectofthe Cochin Refinery.

My Govemmentrealizesthe
importance of tapping renewable
energy potential of the State.
KSEB planstoadd 178 MWin
hydel capacity through the
completion of 13 ongoing
projects. Itis proposedtoinstall
1MW grid connected solar power
plantinthe land available atthe
220kVsub-stalion, Palakkad and
a1l.4MW grid connected solar

Continued on Page 30
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Kochi LNG Terminal
dedicated to the Nation

14 I

should begin by wishing
the people of Keralaand Kochia
happyandprosperousNew Year.

I am delighted to dedicate
PetronetLNG'sKochiterminalto
the nation. | have a special
attachmentto this projectasiit
wasoneofthetwomajorprojects
thatwere announced duringmy
very first trip to Kerala after
assuming charge as Prime
Minister.

| congratulate the entire
Petronetteam for successfully
commissioning this terminal.

Thisprojecthasbeenonthe
anvilsince the year 2005. 1am
awarethatalotofsustained hard
work by severalagencies ofthe
Centraland State Govemments
has gone into making itareality.
Andtoday, after 8 years of the
start of itsimplementation, the
terminalisready tofuel Kerala's
multtifaceted development.

I am confident thatin the
coming years this terminal will
provetobe ofimmensebenefitto
your beautiful State and helpitin
realizingitsenormouseconomic
potential. Buittat a cost of about
Rupees 4500 crore, it will put
Kochiontheworld LNG mapand
contribute to making Keralaan
industry oriented and investor
friendly destination. It will also
contribute to our efforts to
promatecleanenergyandreduce
carbonemissions. ltwill helpin
protecting Kerala'senvironment,
greencoverandnaturalbeauty.

PETRONET |

| LIMITED

In fact the location of this
terminal hasbeenchosensothat
it can provide the whole of
Southem Indiawithacleanerand
greenerformofenergy. Thisworld
classfacility isintended to cater
to the energy requirements of
industries in a diverse range of
areasacossthewhoeofSouthem
India. Awhole new industrial
corridor is expected tocome up
alongthe gaspipelineroute. The
terminalis alsoexpectedtomeet
the energy requirements for
transport and households in
cities. tcan processasmuchas
50lakhtonsofLiquidNatural Gas
inayear.

Kochiis strategically located
onthe East\Westtraderouteanda
centre for transit and trans-
shipmentservices. The shipping
industry too will benefit greatly
fromthis terminal and more as

moreshipsare mandatedtouse
Cleanerfuelslike LNG.

Considering its vast
potential, itisimperative that the
terminal should be utllized toits
fullest capacity. would urge the
concerned agencies to do
everything possible to ensure
this.

| understand that Petronet
LNG hasalready tied up supply
of14.4lakhtons of LNG peryear
forthe Kochiterminal from the
Gorgon projectin Australiafora
20year period. lamtold thatthe
companyisalsoatanadvanced
stage of discussion with other
LNG suppliers for long term
contracts.

Tomakefulluse ofthelarge
investment in this project, we
needtonowfocusonincreasing
the penetration of natural gasin
Kerala by augmenting the
pipeline network, inamanner
similartowhathasbeendonein
Northern and Western parts of
the country. We also need to
explore howindustrial units can
makegreater useofnaturalgas.

| would urge the State
Governmentandthe Ministry of
PetroleumandNatural Gastopay
particular attention to rolling out
city gas distribution networks in
Keralasothatgas canreacha
much larger number of
households.

Ourcountry haslessthan 1
percent of the world’s known
natural gasreserves. Therefore,

for augmenting the supply of
natural gasinourenergy mixwe
must necessarilyimport natural
gas either by setting up LNG
terminals or through trans-
national pipelines. Import of
natural gas and pricing the
imported gas constitute
challenges thatwe mustmeet
successfullyinthetimetocome.

Asia has beenthe driver of
theglobal LNG demandinrecent
times. Itis therefore important
thatmajor buyersof LNGinAsia
cometogethertodemandafair
pricing mechanismforgasbeing
imported from outside of Asia. |
hope to see India contribute
towards an effort of this kind in
the future.

Today Chief Minister of
Kerala, ShiOomenChandyand
UnionMinisterfor Petroleumand
Natural Gas, Shri\Veerapa Moily
are both with us. lwould like to
take this opportunity to urge
them to coordinate with all the
stakeholders, including the
Ministry of Power, toensure that
the full potential of the Kochi
terminalisrealized. Itismyfond
hopethatwe will seethishappen
withoutany delays.

Letmeendbyextendingmy
bestwishesforthe successofthe
Kochi LNG terminal, whichhas
the potential to transform the
economy ofthisregion.

Thankyou.JaiHind.”m
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Investment Opportunities in the States

Speech ofthe Chief Minister onthe occasion of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2014

Aou[selletmeexpressmy

pleasureand privilegeto be here
atthe PravasiBharathiya Divas.

TheMinistryof OverseasiIndian

Affairs has organized thisyears
event inabefitingmannerinrec-

ognition and appreciationofthe |

constructive, economicand po-
litical role played by Indian
Diaspora. Inthe presentglobal
izedworld, suchinteractionscan

be mutually rewardingineco- | st

nomic, social, cultural and other
spheresoflife. |hope thisevent
wouldgoalongwayinhelpingto
build abetterand fruitful relation-
shipbetweenthe Govemmentof
Indiaandthe Pravasicommunity.

Long before globalization
Keralawas connectedtotherest
ofthe world. This continuestill
date and milions of Malayalees
arelivingabroad, sustaining our
economy.

lam happy that States are
given a space to present their
investmentopportunities. Kerala
hasinvested heavilyineducation
and enrichment of human
resources. No State has
eamarkedasmuchas40percent
of its annual budget for
education. Eventually Keralahas
becomeahumanresourcehub
which catertothe needsof other
countries. Keralais very much
indebted to the Non-Resident
Keralites for their contribution to
the all round development of
Kerala. According to latest
reportsthe foreign remittance to
KeralahasexceededRs.75,000
crores. They not only fetch
moneybutalsosharetheirideas
andinspire ustothinkinaworld
class manner. We are giving
emphasis on health, higher
education, infrastructure and
informationtechnology: itopens,
splendid avenues of
opportunities.

Healthand HigherEducation
isourtraditional strength. Wehad
achieved 100%literacywayback
inthe eary ninetiesitself. \Wetake
great pride in our better than
national average primary health
care and higher health index.
However, thisisnotenough. We
need to provide quality higher
educationand andworld class
healthcaretoeveryone. Thisgoal
is to be achieved with public
private partnershipandwe are
willing to adopt policy thathelps
investmentin this sector. Since
the goal is also to make it
affordable tothe poor, we planto
have more hospitals, medical
collegesand Centres of Higher
Education in the government
sector, too.

We want to build better
infrastructure to take care of
energyandtransportationneeds
ofthe state. We shouldbe ableto
move people and goods
throughoutthe state inthe most
convenient, cost efficientand
environmentally friendly way.
Forthisweare building railways,
improving highways, infroducing
waterways, coastal shipping,
networks and harbouring
infrastructures, sea-planesand
also building airports and sea-

portswherever possible. Given
the geographical advantages of
Keralainfrastructureinallmodes
oftransportation- air, waterand
land can be developed easily.
Similarly;we needto create ortap
energyfromallpossible sources,
beitsolar, hydel, wind, gas, tidal
or any other source within or
outsidethestate. Ineffectalarge
scale public private campaignto
improve faciliies for generation
andtransmission ofenergy and
for goods and people’s
movement, romandwithinthe
state is one of my top most
prioriiesinthe State.
Keralais one ofthe mostfast
growing IT destinationsin India.
|am pleased toinformyouthat
allthe giantIT operators are now
inKeralaandrecently, TCShas
decided to open their global
training centreinKerala. We are
promoting the youth
entrepreneursby eamarkingone
percentofour budgetestimate.
Thishasresuttedinthe setingup
ofmanystartupsinKerala. This
dream, of tuming Kerala'syouth
fromjob seekerstojobgivers,is
oneof mostcherishedgoalsand
the State Governmentwilltakeall
necessary steps to turn this
dreamintoareality.

The Govemmentof Kerala
has undertaken several policy
measures and incentives for
atiractinginvestorsintothe State.
Asaresutt, Keralaisbecomingone
ofthe mostpreferredinvestment
destinations of the nation. The
public private partnership route
would offer attractive
opportunities in Kerala for
prospective investors and

» financiersandwewelcomeyouin
. awide range of activities. | also
| takethis opportunity to promise

youthatour Government, isvery
happytobe ofany assistanceto
anyofyouwhomaybeinneedof
anysuchassistanceatanytime
while in India.or atyour place of
work.

Theglobaleconomyisata
stage of profound
transformation. Keralaisapartof
the shifting global economic
landscape, and its economic
weightis settoincrease inthe
years ahead. linvite you tojoin
us in our socio-economic
transformation as partnersin
progress.

Before conclude, lwouldlike
to remind this gathering a very
importantand pertinent point-
Youaretheambassadorsandflag
carries of our country and our
culture. Your honesty; lawabiding
and hard working nature have
made lastingimpression about
ourcountrymenamongotherna-
tions. Asthis Pravasi Bharathiya
Diwastightly propagetes, youare
the Bridges of the World. | know
that, acrossthe yearsyou have
beenholdingdosetoyourhearts
ourculture, language, emotions
andsentiments. lappealtopass
over itto the next generations
too. Ourvalue based culture will
keepyourhead held high any-
whereandeverywhere.

Thankyou. Jaihind !
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attempts have been
made to define ‘family’ but no
definition has succeeded in
includingeverythingthattheidea
of the family suggests. The
famous American comic poet
OgdenNash'sdefinition, Afamily
is a unitcomposed not only of
childrenbutof men, women, an
occasional animal and the
commoncold’ maybringasmie
toyour lips, butthere is alot of
truth in it. With the
perceptiveness that is the hall
markofahumorouswiiter, hehas
broughtinto the descriptionthe
parents, children, pets and of
coursetheillnessesthatare a
natural result of living in close
and loving contact with one
another. What, anyway, doesa
cold matterwhenthe family can

sneeze happiytogether?

:

‘\  OBSE~VANCE b KHYRUNISSA A

Thepartplayedby thefamily

inthe general wellbeing of man
canneverbeunderestimated. But
unfortunately, inthe modemage,
itis often either taken for granted
orignored, withrather unhappy
consequences.Indevelopedand
inmany developing countries,
advancementofone'scareerhas
takenprecedenceovertheideaof
marriage and procreation, with
the resultthat late marriages,
nuclear families, conscious
decisions of nothaving children,
single parenthoodandincreased
divorce rates have helped
weakenedthefabricofthefamily.
The socialisation of children has
suffered. In underdeveloped
countries poverty and disease
have resulted in unhappy
families.

There’s
othingylike

all

Asthe conceptofthe family
broke down, countriesbecame
uneasywith one another. What
can you do to promote world
peace? Gohomeandloveyour
family; said Mother Theresa,and
rightly so, for she understoodthe
part by family in contributing to
harmony in the world. In
recognition of this, two special
days have been set apart for
celebrating the family — The
Global Family Day and The
Intemational Day of Families.

The Global Family Day is
celebrated onthefirstday ofthe
year.Whatbetter dayto choose
forhonouring the family thanthe
first of January, when most
families have, for centuries,
gatheredtogethertousherinthe
New Year? The day was first
observedinthe USonJanuary 1,

€ d




2000 after along campaign for
OneDayinPeace. TheAmerican
witer Robert Siversteinand UK's
regional coordinator Chris
Hildred wrote lettersto leaders
alloverthe worldtohelpdeclare
January1,2000, as‘OneDayin
peace, January 2000’. The
response from quite a few
countrieswas heartening. The
DalaiLamawrote, | supportyour
projectWord Peace 2000 irstly
becausepeaceisessentidifweare
tohopeforahappierworldinthe
future and secondly because
everyeffortmustbe made by as
many individuals as possible. |
wishyou successinyournoble
task.’ The Americanwriterand
social activist Linda Groveralso
took alead role in the initiative
andcampaignedhardforthe day
ofpeaceandfamily.

The campaignresuliedina
UN Resolution for the
Millennium celebrationthemed
‘OneDayinPeace’andajointUS
Congressional Resolution
inviting 1%t January to be
celebratedasthedayofpeaceand
sharing. Theideawastogoone
stepatatime. Ifthe wholeworld
canliveinpeaceforoneday; then
one caninch forward to work
towards achievingmore days of
peaceandfinallyofmakingpeace
lastevery day ofthe year. ltisa

utopianidea, butone thatiswell
worthexperimenting with. Since
sharing is something you
generallydowithfamiies, the day
also cametobe celebrated as
Global Family Day. ltisadayto
help unite local, national and
global communities. Families
meet to decide howthey can
work towards strengthening
familial bonds and thenwork to
maketheworldabetter place.

The International Day of
Families, held onMay 15 every
yearsince 1994, has similar but
more detailed objectives. It
celebrates the importance of
familiesto people, societiesand
cutturesallovertheworld. Itaims
to continue the work started in
1994, declared by the United
Nationsasthe Intemational Year
ofthe Family. Thiswasaresponse
tochanging socialand economic
structures which have affected
and still affect the structure and
stability of family units in many
regions ofthe world.

The symbol of the
Intemational Day of Familiesisa
solidgreencirclewithanimagein
redinsidethatrepresentsaheart
and a house, indicating that
famiiesare the nucleus of society
andofferastableandcaringhome
for people. The heartstands for
life and vitality and is linked to

et

thehomewhichsymboiisesiove,
togethemess, co operationand
security. The openended nature
of the design hints at the
complexity inherent in the
structure of the family.
Identifying the truth that
stronger families would be the
‘most effective preventative
measureagainstinstabiliy, crime,
juvenile delinquency, drugand
alcoholaddiction, andlackofcare
for dependentfamily members,
children, the aged and the
disabled, the United Nations, in
1994, identified some keyissues
tobe addressed. Theyinclude
emphasising the importance of
the family’s role in the moral

Sincesharingis
somethingyou
generally dowith
families, the day also

~ cametobe celebrated

asGlobal Family Day. It
isaday to help unite
local, national and
global communities.
Familiesmeettodecide
howthey canwork
towards strengthening
familial bondsand then

& workto maketheworld

abetter place.

strengthofsociety,enhancingthe
family'srole asthe mainwelfare
institution in society, balancing
individual freedomswithasense
of personal responsibility for
famiies, helpingwomenandmen
combine family and vocational
responsibilities, developing
policies based onanaccurate
assessment of dominantand
newly emerging family pattems
and models, supporting better
integration of services,
encouraging family planning,
preventing family violence and
recognisingthe crucialrole ofnon-
government organisationsin

Continued on Page 43
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The result of the 12" India Today State of
the States survey bringsmuch charmto
Keralites. Keralabagsitsfirstplace in
overall performance among the states.

eradais curently occupyingthe
headlines in the national and
interational level for reasonsthat
are attributed to unprecedented
growthinwelfareand development.
The people of Keralaare optimistic
aboutwhat s happening around
them and the government is
deliveringthe goodsinatime-bound
mamer.

The State, toagreatextendhas
been able to translate its
achievements in human
developmentto economicgrowth.
What the State is looking forward
nowisthewayandmeansbywhich
it can achieve faster, sustainable
andmoreindusive growthfortaking



the Siate'seconomyand society
to greater heights. Kerala is
already in the process of
transforming the aspirations of
Malayalis, with avision of long-
termperspective.

Theresult ofthe 12th India
Today State ofthe States survey
brings much charmtoKeralites.
Keralabagsitsfirstplaceinoverall
performance amongthe states.
The performance ofthe stateis
muchimproved in most ofthe
sectors. The fast moving
performance ofthe state canbe
attributed singularly to the
triumph of the will of our Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy.

This year the survey had
underscored Kerala's
achievementin both economic
gronthandhumandevelopment.
The state hasemerged number
one in three key growth
indicators: GDP, capital
expenditure and consumer
market. Itis afactthatwe had
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rise in GDP. 3 per centage higher
than the National Average

rise in capital expenditure while
national average is only 5%

rise in number of two wheeler
owners while national average is 15%

4:100 - Teacher-Pupil ratio has doubled from 2:100.

surpassed national averagein
thesethreemainindicators. lthas
also retained its traditional
strengthinthe educational sector.
“Withsuperiatives achievements
ineducation, macro economy;
agriculture, consumermearketand
investment over the last year,
Kerala emerges as the most
improved big state overall.”
The report says, “While
Kerala achieved 10 per cent
growth in GDP whichisthree
percentage points higherthan
thatofthe nationalaverage, ithad
a 30 per centrise in capital
expenditure as againstthe all-
Indiaaverage ofjust 5 per cent.
The state, thathas been placed
firstinthe country in per capita
consumptionexpendiureforthe
pastewyears, winessesa35per
centincreasein people owntwo-
wheelersasagainstthe national
figure of 15 per cent. The slump
inthe Indianeconomyhadbarely
any impacton Kerala. During

2011-12, Kerala's GDP grewby
9.5 per centwhile India’s total
GDPgrew6.5percent Certainly,
the jump in foreign remittance
fromRs.50,000crorein2011to
Rs.65,000 crore in 2012 on
account of a steadily growing
dollar has driven key sectors of

As perthe survey there is
significant growth in the
education sectoraswell.“The
teacher-pupilratiodoubledfrom
twoteachersevery 100 pupisto
four, when most other states
showednegligbleimproverment”
Moreover the report mentions
that no other state in India
eamarksasmuchas40percent
dfitsannual budgetforeducation
asKeraladoes. Inmostofthe
sectors our state hasimproved
fairly well. For instance, in
agricutureKeralahasmadealeap
to3rd positionfrom4thlastyear.

Kerala's developmenthas
been hailed and recognized

universally manyatime. People
friendly decisionsarecomingday
by day. The UDF government
which is moving fast with the
motto“Developmentand Care”
has undertaken a mission to
ensurethateachandeveryciizen
ofourstateisbenefited. The India
Today surveyestablishesthefact
that most of the projects
launched by the present UDF
government have found their
targets. Planning with a clear
vision, dedicated service, time-
bound completionofprojectsetc.
result into awards and
achieverments. Closeobservation
showsthat there has beenan
awakeninginallsectorssuchas
Health, Information and
Technology, Revenue, Human
resources Development, Social
Security, Sustainable waste
management. ..thelistgoeson.In
shortthechangeisalreadymuch
visble. Nodoubtthere are many
thatcan be leamtfrom Kerala!
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isty paddy fields studded with
glittering dewdrops which absorb and
reflectthe goldenrays ofemergingsunis
" acommonchamingsceneinthedawnfor

. % anypersonin ourruralambience. This

‘energising scene slowly fades withthe
farmers and Jabourers entering the field

oz S thewdajlychores Every year the

ndday of Februaryis observed as
idWetiands Day. Thisis notonlyto

wellands butalsotoremind us aboutthe

needforconsenvingour preciouswetiand

habitats. Like any other natural

- ecosystemwetlands are alsoimportant.

- Harbouring diverse life forms; wetlands
doexistaround usinavariety formslike
marshypastures, lakes, resenvoirs paddy
fieldsetc.

Land reclamation by filling, over
exploitation of natural resources and
indiscriminate waste dumping and
pollutionare the mainthreat faced by our
wetlands. Thisyearthethemefor\World
\Wetiands Dayis doselyboundtoourday

day life: Wetlandand Agriculfure’. Rice

isthe staple foodfornearty 3bilion people
cwide andrepresents aboutone-fitth
Gabneoonsumpuon Atleast100

r Sites aroundthe world include

abltats for floraand fauna

over Our Paddies

Like other creatures onearthhuman
beingswere also leading awandering-
gatheringlife. Butslowly the nomadiclife
evolved into a settled mode and
agriculture was instrumentalin leading
mantogreatciviizations. Fromthatage
onwardswetiand served humanbeings
with the land, water and manure
necessary for farming. This historic
association between agriculture and
wetlands continues ill date. Globally
today 70% of freshwater resources are
currently being used for agricuiture, and
the anticipated global population hike wil
make furtherdemands onourcapacityto
produce food. Thuswetiands and water
will continue tobe threatened tomeetthe
increasing demand forfood production.
Wetlandsgenerateahuge variety of plant,
animal and mineral products used and
valued by people all overthe world. The
harvestingand use ofthese productsis
carried outatall sorts of intensities and
scales fromlow intensity subsistence
users to intensive commercial
explotation. The mostimportantwetand
productatagloballevel, fishhappensto
be the major sources of protein for one
billion people and accounts for atleast
15% of animal protein in the diets of a
furthertwo billion.

Wetlands playanimportantroleinthe

j tppog"apljyofKeralaamcouldbeseenln

'Blessedywhm)nsoonam

Y. (3
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WWD
(World Wetland day)

Second February every year is World Wetlands Day.
This marks the date of the adoption of the Convention
on Wetlands - the "Ramsar Convention"- on 2" February
1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar. WWD was celebrated
for the first time in 1997. The Convention is an
intergovernmental treaty that embodies the commitments
of its member nations to maintain the ecological character
of their Wetlands of International Importance and to plan
for the "wise use", or sustainable use, of all of the
wetlands in their territories. Upon joining the Ramsar
Convention, each member is obliged to designate at
least one wetland site as Wetland of International
Importance -popularly known as Ramsar Site.

India is a signatory to the Ramsar Convention
and has designated 26 Ramsar Sites
covering an estimated total
area of 689 131 ha.
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44nversthislandisrichinthe
numberand areaextentofits
wetland habitats. This variety
of wetlands ranges from the
low laying paddy fields of
Kuttanad, the Kolefields of
Thrissur region, the pokkali
fields, and the paddy fields of
Wayanad and Palakkad
districts. Agood number of
wetlands are being modified
and utilized for the cultivation
of paddy and vegetables, for
poultry (mainly ducks),
aquaculture and other crops
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to0. The paddyfieldsinplainsare
mostly floodplains and deltas
whereas those in midiand and
highrangesaremodifiedvalleys.
They are important argo-
ecosystemsand unique intheir
edaphic and physiographic
features and functional in
delivering ecosystem services.
Most of them are identified as
important habitats of wetland
birds hosting both native and
migratory species and
populations. Due to the area
extent and dependence by
people; these wetlands are very
important for Keralites. But the
increasing population, new
trends and technologies in
famingexertgreatpressureupon
thesewetland ecosystems. The
AshtamudiWetland, Sastham-
kotta Lake, and Vembanad-Kole
System are the three Ramsar
Sites in Kerala and a lot of
agriculturalfields could be found
associated with these three
wetlandecosystems.
Thethreatstoourricefields
include inappropriate water
management, introduction of
invasive alienspecies, useofhigh
levels of harmful agricultural
chemicals,andthe conversionto
nonfaminglanduses. Similarto
species extinctionthe complete
loss of typical habitats (ie;



Habitat extinction) also
threatenslife andlandfiling can
resultinsuchasituation. Thisin
turn hampers the proper
hydrologicalregime ofthe region
concerned. Biological invasion
mediated by humanbeingsalso
posesamainthreat. Alenspecies
like Tilappia (fish) and
Eichhornia (water hyacinth)
entering and spreading in our
wetlandsareexamples. Invasive
alien flora and fauna can
marginalize and completely
displace the native speciesfrom
their natural habitat. Excessive
exploitation of natural resources
isanother major threat. These
include freshwater, clay, sand,
fishery resources, shells etc
withoutany regulation.
Thecauseofthreatsfacedby
ourwetiandstoday are notacute
but could be traced back to
history including changes in
packages and practices
recommended for agricultural
operation, changes in socio-
cultural practices, developmental
activities, land reforms and
policy decisions coupled with
many region specific
developments. Only systematic
and scientific methods of
ingreasonable
time frame we will be able to
reveal the exacteffect of these

paradigm changes. However
recentdevelopmentinrulesand
regulations like The Kerala
conservationof paddy landand
wetland Act, 2008 (Act 28 of
2008), The Kerala protection of
river banks and regulation of
removalofsand Act, 2001 (Act18
of 2001), The Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 etc are
pivotal in the conservation
efforts to retain our wetlandsin
their natural ecological state.
Apart from these the
safeguard of environmentand
ournatural assets are reiterated
in the relevant parts of the
Constitution of India like the
Directive Principles of State
Policy and the fundamental
duties of the citizen. Worth
mentioning is The Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 and its
subsequentamendmentswhich
in general are helpful in
enforcementactivities. Butmere
conservationawarenessmaynot
beefiectivetoachievethe desired
goals oflong term sustainability
and profitability of wetland
basedagyriculture. The peasant
community should be equipped
andempoweredproperytoretain
themin the agricultural sector.
Farmersshouldbeencouragedto
follow eco friendly farming
practices like organic cultivation

asmanyagainindirectly.
Managinglandandwaterto
create multifunctional agro-
ecosystems helps to provide
diversity and resilience for
livelihoods and maintain a
balance between provisioning,
regulating, supporting and
cultural wetland ecosystem

| services. For several animal

Spedies, cerealfieldsandstrawcan
senveasfeedinggrounds, nesting
area, observatory perches or
places of refuges against
predators. Research has
estimated the major pressure
affecting farmland biodiversity
today relates to changes to
traditional farming practices
within the agricultural
landscapes. Restoring wetland
functions and securing water

Wetlands

Wetlands include paddy fields, lakes and
rivers, swamps and marshes, wet grasslands and
peatlands, oases, estuaries, deltas and tidal flats,
near shore marine areas, mangroves and coral reefs,
and man-made sites such as fish ponds, reservoirs,
and salt pans. Wetlands deliver a wide range of
ecosystem services that contribute to human
wellbeing. These include provisioning services such
as food, fresh water, fibre and fuel; regulating services
such as water purification and waste treatment,
climate regulation, retention of soils and sediments,
protection from storms and floods; supporting
services such as soil formation and nutrient
cycling (nitrogen, phosphorus and carbon);
and cultural services such as aesthetic
and spiritual values, education

and recreation.

soastopromote andretainthe
natural ecosystem balance.
Strategicinitiatives are required
inthis direction. Forexamplein
East Calcutiawetlandsthe city's
waste wateristreated and used
for pond fish cultivation and
agriculture. The wetland
providesabout 150tons offresh
vegetablesdailyaswellassome
10500tonstablefishperyear. The
later provides livelihood for
about 50000 people directlyand

allocations to maintain the
ecological characterofwetlands
canbeviewedasinvestmentsin
the natural infrastructure that
wetlands provide for agriculture.
Since global food demand is
projectedtoincrease and land
availability is limited, making
smart use of resources has
become a priority of the
presentm

The writeris Sr. Wildlife Assistant,
Parambikulam Tiger Reserve
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Continued from Page 19

power plantonthe roof-top space
available in buildings of KSEB.
Every effort will he made to lap
wind energy potential at
Ramakkalmedu and Attapady
without any adverse impacton
tribals and ensuring benefits to
them.

Onthe transmission side, it
is proposed to constructone 220
kV sub-station, six 110 kV sub-
stations and twelve 33kV sub-
stations. The focus on the
distribution side will be on
improving service quality. The
capacity addition plan forthe year
2014-15includes 3000kmof11
KV line, 4560 km LT line, 4000
distribution transformers, 4500
km ofsingle phasetothree phase
conversion and 5700 km of re-
conductoring works. Demand
Side Management activities in
mitigating the demand supply
gap and improving the energy
conservation awareness will be
takenwithincreased vigor. KSEB
proposes to start the second
stage of 'Labhaprabha! for giving
rewards for energy saving tothe
consumers.

The Kerala State Powerand
infrastructure Finance
Corporation Limited has been
given the mandate to provide
finance to the institutions in the
State that are engaged in
supplying/manufacturing of
power related equipment/
accessories and for the
installation of power related
equipments. To comply withthe
Central Electricity Authority
Regulation, 2006, existing
laboratories will be upgradedto
National Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration
Laboratories (NABL) standards
and newregional laboratories will
be setupatWayanad, Idukkiand
Alappuzha Districts.

My Government also
proposes to install off-grid Roof
Top Solar Power Plants in
individual houses and
institutions, domestic biogas
plants, solar home lighting
systems and distribute solar
lantems onasignificant scale this
year.

My Government accords
prime importance to the timely
completion of major
infrastructure schemes in the
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waterresources sector. Duringthe
coming year, flood embankment
schemes for controlling flooding
and saltwater intrusion in major
rivers, schemesfor strengthening
and improving the flood
embankmentsand retainingwall
for controlling erosion of sidesin
the bottom depth of rivers will be
taken up. Runoff River Mini
Reservoirswillbe setupin4rivers
to conserve water for summer
seasons. A scheme for
maintenance of 209 Lift
Irrigation Schemes under
Malabar Imgation Packageisalso
envisaged. Thisyearthe Ground
Water Department proposes to
take up construction of 40
artificial recharge structures for
conservation of ground water.
The KeralaWater Authority
will complete 2 major water
supplyschemesunderNABARD,
57schemesunder ARPNRDWP
and5schemesunder Technology
Mission among others.
Implementation of a Revenue
Information System along with
callcentres, helpdesks, any time
paymentmessagesenices, GPRS
based palmheldmachine are part
of the plans for making Kerala
Water Authority more customer
friendly. The Kerala Rural Water
Supply and Sanitation Agency
proposes to expand Jalanidhi
Programmesto 65 panchayats.
My Governmentintends to
introduce a new Medical and
Health Insurance Scheme for
police personnel. District
Dispute Redressal Forumswillbe
set up in all the districts for
amicable resolution of various
disputes through mutual consent
of all parties. A 200 bedded Multi
Speciality Hospital will be setup
in Kottayam to cater to
specialized medical needs of
policemen and their families. A
special recruitment drive to
appoint250 Sub Inspectorsand
1000 Women Police Constables
will be launched to meetthe legal
stipulations on having Women
Police Officers in all police
stations. 24x7 High Tech CCTV
Surveillance System for better
detectionandenforcementwillbe
installed in all Municipal Towns/
Citiesin Keralain key locations.
The widely acclaimed
community policing and
‘Janamaithri Suraksha schemes
will be extended to 52 more

police stations. A Cyber Police
Stationwill be openedinthe Info
Park premises in Kochi so that
quick, efficient and effective
response to cyber crime is
ensed

The Stateis fully geared to
face any challenge posed on
account of the reported
extremist movements in some
parts of the State. A special force
to deal with increasing extremist
activities in the State will be
created. The Student Police
Cadets Scheme, thatis creating
waves ofchangesinatiitudesand
perception of our childrenin
schools will be broughtundera
new Directorate.

The Prisons Departmenthas
mobilized Rs.22 cr. by sale of
goods produced by theinmates.
Under the scheme, for
modernisation of prisons, the
construction of New Blocks in
District Jails at Kollam and
Pathanamthitta will be
completedin2014-15. TheKerala
Fire and Rescue Academy will
launch new courses in the
Academy for various
stakeholders including industrial
workers, employees of petrol
pumpsand security employees of
multi-storied buildings. My
Government proposes an
insurance scheme for Fire and
Rescue personnel who
constantly face high risks of
accidents as part of their job.

204 is the Golden jubilee
year of Vigilance and Anti-
Corruption Bureau and is an
occasion for my Governmentto
reaffirm its resolve to offer good
governance for all, founded on
principles of integrity and
transparency. Two more
Vigilance Courts will be
established for the speedy
disposal oftrial cases.

My Government is
legitimately proud of its flagship
programme - the Zero Landless
Kerala- 2015, which envisages
distribution of 3 cents of land to
alleligible landless familiesinthe
State by the year 2015. The first
phase of the programme was
inaugurated by Hon'ble
Chairperson of UPASmt. Sonia
Gandhi,on 30th September, 2013
at Thiruvananthapurarn where
Pattayams for the landless
families of six Districts were

distributed. Kannur District
became the first Districtin India
without landless families.
Distribution of Pattayams in eight
Districts has been completed.

Re-surveywillbe resumedin
the State during this year. IT
enabled services will be utilized
for updation of land records and
for redressal of complaints
regarding survey and land
records. Institute of Land
Developmentand Management
willbe developed into a National
Centre of Excellence. Ataskforce
ofwomenvolunteers for disaster
managementwill be constituted
inall Districts.

As part of the Service
Delivery Improvement
Programmes undertaken by the
Department, the project for
networking all the Sub Registry
Officesinthe Stateisin progress.
Withthis, more technology based
service deliveries will be possible
from the Sub Registry Offices.
The goal is to facilitate online
mutation after registration of a
deed with the involvement of
Revenue and Survey
Departments. Provision will be
made for the registration of a
documentinany Sub Registry
Office inthe State.

My Government accords
great priority to the development
of Sabarimala. Rs. 65 croreshave
already been allocated for the
implementation of the master
plan for this region. An Action
Plan will be drawn up for the
preservation of the assets of the
temples of our State. My
Government is developing a
master plan for the Guruvayur
temple and willimplementitin
collaboration with the
Devaswom Administrative
Committee. Acommittee willbe
constituted to study the
problemsfaced by theemployees
working in the temples
particularly those in the Malabar
region. My Government will
continue its efforts to protectand
conservetheinvaluable assets of
the Sree Padmrnabha Swami
Temple.

My Government has
assiduously pursued the task of
containing the price line on
essential commodities through
strategic market interventions.
13 essential commodities are
being supplied though maveli



stores and super markets.
16stores, 3medicalshopsandone
new super marketwere opened
this year and 4 stores were
convertedto supermarkets. Asa
part of its declared policy of
opening maveli stores in all
panchayats, 65 newstoreswillbe
opened. Maveli stores with a
turnover of over 10 lakhs will be
converted to supermarkets. Ten
supermarketswill be upgradedto
international standards and 10
more mobile maveli stores will be
started.

The passage ofthe National
Food Security Actin October
2013 that ensures food and
nutrition security for all people of
ourcountry hasbeennodoubtthe
mostcommendable historic step
ilrecenttimes. As apartof Food
Security Act, my Government
proposes to constructgodowns
at District/ Taluk Headquarters.
My Government intends to
implement end-to-end
computerization of Public
Distribution System for the
entire State to ensure a
transparent, efficientand citizen
responsive Public Distribution
System based on AADHAAR
authentication. Direct transfer of
cashsubsidy for kerosene will be
implemented as part of the end-
to-end computerisation of PDS.

A major initiative that my
Govemmenthastakentoensure
thatall disadvantaged sectionsin
our State getsadequate accessto
foodgrainshasbeentodeciarethe
ration cards of all tribal families
asfalling under BPL category.
Registration of farmers for paddy
procurement has been fully
brought under the online
computerized system. A Food
Safety Survey will be conducted
bythe Councilfor Food Research
and Development. As part of its
efforts to ensure consumer
protection, my Governmenthas
initiated action  for
standardization and discipline in
weights and measures for
packaged commodities also.

My Govemmentrealisesthat
awellmaintained road network of
good quality is critical to the
economic growth of the State.
Performance guarantee for five
yearswillbe made mandatory for
heavy maintenance works.
Sustainable and Planned Effort
for Effective Infrastructure

Development, Kerala (SPEEID
KERALA) has beeninitiated for
constructing flyovers, bridges
androadsinselected areasinthe
State for projects of nearly
Rs.10,000cr.

Needlessto say, itis critical
to develop our National
Highwayswhichcarry 40%ofour
total vehicular traffic. Work will
be startedin the coming yearon
the NH Bypasses at Kollam,
Alappuzha, Kozhikode and also
onthe proposed hill highway. My
Govermmentproposetostartthe
widening of Karamana-
Kaliyikkavila stretch during this
year. The 6 laning works of
Mannuthy-Valayar stretch of NH
isinprogress. Threeroads, 42km
in length have already been
completed under Sabarimala
HeawyMaintenance Scheme. The
Kozhikode City Road
Improvement Project will
commence this year. City Road
Improvement Projects will be
taken up in Kottayam, Thrissur,
Malappuram, Kannurand Kollam.
Under the State Road
Improvement Project, 55| km
roads will be upgraded to
international standards.
Construction of 15 Road Over
Bridgesisinprogress. The second
phase of Kerala State Transport
Project approved by the World
Bank has already commenced.
My Government has accorded
sanction for the Mono Rail
Project at Kozhikode and
Thiruvananthapuram. New
companies-the PratheekshaBus
Shelters Kerala Ltd and Ashwas
Public Amenities Kerala Ltd. have
been set up for providing public
utilities like toilets, eateries and
shopping facilities alongside the
roadsinour State.

With nine out of fourteen
districts of our State bordering
the seathe immense potential of
the maritime sector cannot be
overemphasised. |lamhappy to
inform this august House that
the Vizhinjam International
Deepwater Multipurpose
Seaport Project has received
environment clearance. Global
tender for operating the Seaport
was floated within a day of
receiving this clearance.

A systematic process of
developingthe master plansof 10
non-major ports has been
initiated. For the first time in

India, anincentive for passenger
and freight movementhas been
announced for the promotion of
coastal shipping. The Coastal
Shipping Projectwas flagged off
atKollamPortinNovember2013.
A new Hydrographic Survey
Institute at Erakulam has been
inaugurated.

My Government will
implement several vital projects
under the strategic initiative for
coastal shipping. Planshave been
developedtoshift507ocargoand
passengers in phases by 2030
from road and rail to coastal
shipping by developing the
Vizhinjam, Kollam, Kodungallur,
Beypore and Azhikkal Ports. A
marine bypass from Kodungallur
to Emakulum will be created. To
ensure peaceful labour relations,
a"NIL strike agreement" for five
years will be entered into in 10
non-major ports. My
Government proposes to
establish the "West Coast
Maritime University" next year.
Thousandboatsinthe Vembanad
and Kochi lakes will be listed in
the "safe boatlist" onthe websites
of Tourism and Port
Departments. The Kerala
Maritime Board will be formed
during the course of the year.

My Government has
declared Harbour Engineering
Department as a service
departmentto Fisheries, Portand
Tourism Departments for the
construction of all marine
structures. The Departmenthas
been empanelled by the
Government of India as a
technical consultant for
undertaking consultancy
servicesin other maritime States
also. My Government will
complete the work of the fishing
harbours at Muthalapozhy,
Chellanam, Chettuva, Koyilandly,
Thalai,Cheruvathoor and
Kasaragod, FLC at
Munakkakadavu in 2014-15.
Investigation studies for the
construction of seven new
Fishing Harbours are progressing
and will be completed during
2014-15. Inthe coming year 300
km of coastal roads will be
upgraded. Upgradation works
supported by the National
Fisheries Development Board
will be completed during 2014-
15. Investigation works for the
construction of Fishing Harbour

atPozhiyoorandthe secondstage
development of Neendakara,
Thottappally, Puthiyappa and
Moplabay will be initiated during
2014-15. A special drive to
upgrade fishing harbours to EU
standardswill be launched.

My Government has been
working systematically to give a
major fillip to the Tourism sector
which remains among the major
contributors to the economic
base ofthe State. The stress will
be onimproving basicamenities
for tourists and exploring ncw
marketing potential. More than
40 new destinations will be
developed. Marketing activities
will be redefined toleverage on
the internationally recognised
"Spice Route". Newintemational
markets will be tapped into
through the "Visa on arrival"
facility. Responsible Tourism
initiatives will be expanded to
more areas. Grand Kerala
Shopping Festival will be
strengthened by ensuring the
participation of more
entrepreneurs locally throughout
Kerala. The "Waste free Tourist
Destination Campaign" will be
extended to more areas with
supportoflocal Self Govermment
Institutions as well as
institutions willing to work on
PPP mode. My Governmentwill
initiate a new projectto conserve
traditional snake boats. As part of
the strategy for developing
backwatertourismandhighrange
tourism, Green Tourism Circuit
at llaveezhapoonchiraand the
Alappuzha backwater tourism
projectwill be implemented.

My Governmentintends to
acquire necessary land in
Muttatharaand Pettah villagesto
complete the expansion of the
Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport. All required
environmental clearancesforthe
Kannur Greenfield Airport have
beenobtainedandasecondbank
loan of Rs. 310 cr. is being
arranged forfinancing the project.
The tender for financing the work
has been floated. My
Governmentis hopeful thatthe
firstflight to the airport can land
in December 2015. Preliminary
work for setting up helipadsinall
the ten districts that do nothave
an airport facility will be started.
My Government shall complete
the expansion of the Calicut
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Airportand ensure compliance
with prescribed technical
standards.

I am happy to inform this
House thatthe prestigious Kochi
Metro Rail Projectis progressing
on track and formal financial
closure ofthe projectis expected
tobe reached very shortly. KMRL
has alsoinitiated the setting up of
a Unified Metropolitan
Transport Authority for
upgrading and coordinating
different urban transportation
modesin Kochi, withacommuter-
centric focus. The Kerala State
Road Transport Corporationis
doing its best to tide over
financial difficulties on account
ofthe unprecedented fuel price
rise. Theaccentthisyearhasbeen
on modernization and
modernizing offleets. 10 new
high tech Volvo buses for the
inter-State sector will be
introduced. The landmark
commercial complexes at
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kozhikode will be inaugurated
shortly. Construction of7
shopping complexes in bus
stations will be started. For
improving fleet effeciency, GPS
will be introduced in KSRTC
buses, Anew bus terminal will be
started at Thevarain Kochi city.

In the Water Transport
sector, emphasis will be on
providing safe cruising for boat
passengers. Wellequippedrescue
boats will be procured. A new
tourist boat service interlinking
Alappuzha, Kumarakom and
other tourism destinations will be
introduced. A dry dock will be
constructed at Thevara.

As partofthe key initiatives
identified for strengthening
enforcement mechanism and
improving safety on our roads,
the Motor VVehicles Department
intends to initiate several steps
for capacity building including
procuringmodem equipmentlike
Radar based systems,
Interceptors, Simulators, Vehicle
Tracking Systems, Driver Testing
Tracks, Compute zed Vehicle
Testing Stations and Check Post
Modemization.

My Government has set
apart funds this year for the
development of facilities at the
Thrissur, Ernakulam North,
Emakulan South, Kottayam,
Kollamand Kozhikode Railway
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Stations. The alignment of
Ankamali- Sabariline hasbeen
finalised. For setting up the Rall
Coach Factory at Palakkad, 239
acres ofland have already been
handed over to Railways. My
Government proposes to hand
over the land for the Wagon
Coach Factory at Alappuzhato
Railways, free of cost. ADetailed
Project Report is under
preparation for a suburban
Railway project between
Thiruvananthapuram-
Chengannur-Haripad sectorand
Railways has been approached
for their participation and
assistance inimplementing this
project which will significantly
improve mass transport facilities
inthe State.

Considering the important
role played by the co-operative
sector in Kerala, a State Co-
operative Policy will be
formulated. Providing assistance
for starting well equipped
Medical laboratories at District/
Taluk level, extending interest
free loans for installing biogas
waste disposal plants,
strengthening of SC/ST Societies
and strengthening Education/
Health/ Marketing and
Processing Societies are some of
the major initiatives proposedin
the sector.

I am happy to inform this
House that the preparations for
the conduct of 35th National
Gamesin 2014 are progressing
fast. 25 infrastructural projects
are progressingin 7 Districts from
Thiruvananthapuramto Kannur.
They include Pre-fabricated
Games Village of 3lakh Square
feet at Menamkulam,
Thiruvananthapulam, a Green
Field Stadium at Karyavattom
and two Green Field stadia at
Thiruvananthapuram and
Kozhikode. Under Sports
Minister's Infrastructural Leap to
Excellence 'SMILE' programme,
101 places have beenidentified
under this project for extending
quality modular sports facilities.
This projectwill be expanded and
implemented inmore placesin
the coming year. The Rajiv
Gandhi Academy for Aviation
Technologywill startnew courses
in aviation and other aircraft
related maintenance. The Sports
and Youth Affairs Department
proposes to implementanew

scheme for school children called
'Play for Health' to initiate them
intosportsandgames. TheKerala
State Sports Council will take up
several key infrastructure
projects like construction of
Centralised Sports Hostel
Building at Thiruvalla and a
Synthetic track at Kottayam.

The Kerala State Youth
Welfare Board isimplementing
the State Youth Policy. The
Board's new initiatives include
the Entrepreneurship
Development Programme and
Jeevadayini-the comprehensive
blood donation programme. The
Boardwilllaunch e-saksharatha-
a comprehensive e-literacy
campaign throughoutthe State.
The Yuva Karma Sena will be
revived to develop a select
dedicated band of youth
volunteers who will be trained in
disaster management, first aid
and community work.
Yuvakarshika clubs will be
launched on pilot basis in five
Districts to join hands with the
Agriculture Department and
agencies like Horticulture
Mission and National Medicinal
Plants Board.

My Government will take
steps to renovate Museum
Galleriesin Padmanabhapuram
Kottaram, Thakkala,
Krishnapuram Kottaram,
Kayamkulam and Sakthan
Thampuran Museum, Thrissur.
Intermediate repositories will be
established as perthe instruction
ofthe Indian Historical Records
Commissionto preserve records
oflocal interests. Itis proposed
to construct an art gallery to
accommodate the veryrareand
uniqueworks oflegendary painter
Raja Ravi Varma and other
famous artists from India and
abroad.

The Parliamentary Affairs
Departmentis animportant link
between the Legislative
Assembly and Government for
official businessinthe Assembly.
Special focus will be giventothe
activities of the Institute of
Parliamentary Affairs which
serves as a seminal agency
ingenerating new ideas and
concepts for the healthy
development of parliamentary
democracy and for training
different stakeholders. The
Institute proposes to launch a

new lightand sound showinthe
old Assembly Hall for
commemorating notable events
and charactersinour history.

Protection of the
environmentis abounden duty
of any Government and my
Govemmentis taking a series of
measures for this. Steps will be
takento ensure the participation
of local communities for
protection of Ecologically
Sensitive Areas. The Biodiversity
Board will be supported for
creating a Local Biodiversity
Fund for biodiversity
conservation.

The Gadgil Reportand the
Kasturirangan Report on
ecological prescriptions for the
Western Ghat region have
created misgivings in the minds
of people who have settled in
these areas. My Governmentis
determined to ensure thatthe
legitimate interests and legal
rights of the people who have
settled there will be protected.

Tomakethelegal servicesin
Government more efficientand
transparent, my Government
shall expeditiously complete its
two e-governance projects
namely the modernisation ofthe
Law Departmentand the Court
Cases Monitoring Solution for
Law Offices. My Governmentas
part of the State Litigation Policy,
proposes to appoint Nodal Law
Officers in the remaining six
District Collectorates aswell. The
Kerala State Legal Services
Authority continues to provide
yeoman service by providing
legal educationandrelieftoneedy
sections. The seventeen
mediation centres already started
across the State reflects this
commitment.

My Government is
committed to the welfare of Non-
Resident Keralites. Major welfare
schemes like Santhwana
(NORKA Minister's distress
relief fund providing financial
assistance), Karunya (assistance
for bringing back mortal remains
of NRKs who die abroad),
Swapnasaphalyam (schemefor
providing air tickets to NRKS in
distress) have been ofimmense
help to NRKS. The NORKA
Business Facilitation Centre will
be strengthened for providing
assistance to NRKS in



investments. My Government
has drawn up acomprehensive
rehabilitation package for
Keralites retuming consequentto
the imposition of Nitagat Rule in
Saudi Arabia. My Government
will constitute the Chief
Minister's Global Advisory
Council of Non-Resident
Keralites on similar lines of Prime
Minister's Global Advisory
Council to draw upon the
experience and knowledge of
eminentKeralitesindiversefields
acrosstheworld.

The Information and Public
Relations Department has
successfully widened its role
from solely that of a media
managementservice providerto
actually integrating such
activities fully to channel
assistance and reliefto people.
The new programme
‘NavaKeralam' for discussing
developmental priorities of
Governmentis being telecast
through Doordarshan. A
watchdog mechanismwill be set
up to ensure that all cases in
‘Sutharya Keralam' are followed
through. The Kerala Press
Academywillbe upgradedintoa
Centre of Excellence.

My Government proposesto
interconnectthe 214 Treasuries
inthe State to pave the way for
Core Banking facilities for
providing quality servicestothe
public, especially senior citizens
and pensioners. Netbankingand
Mobile Banking services will be
extended to the general public.
Treasuriesinthe State will switch
over fully to online mode for the
payment of salary. Alongside,
more services fromthe Treasury
Savings Bank will be offered for
accountholders. The Treasuries
will facilitate electronic transfer
of funds from the Government
uptothe Sub Treasury Levelin
thecomingyear.

The Commercial Taxes
Department is taking steps to
work with the Central Board of
Direct Taxes and Directorate of
Foreign Trade to improve
information flow and tax
collection efficiency. Several
systemicimprovementsare being
implementedin Valayarand other
checkpoststoremovedelaysand
improve revenue collection.
Using RFID technology, vehicles

crossing the border check posts
will be tracked. Kerala has been
selected asa pilot State for roll out
ofthe GST Network.

The Excise Departmenthas
progressively shed itsimage of
being a merely revenue eamning
Departmentand has now taken
upstepstomake people aware of
the detrimental effects of drugs
and liquor on society. Working
alongside with agencies like
Kudumbashree, NSS, Student
Police Cadets and Residents
Associations, the campaign
againstdrugs and alcoholismwill
be expanded. A newschemeto
assist Government and Non-
Governmental De-addiction
Treatment Centres has been
announced.Aspecial Task Force
has been created forthe Attapady
region. Inthe coming year, the
emphasiswill be onmodemizing
the Department, setting up two
mobile liquor testing laboratories
in Ernakulam and Kozhikode,
installing vehicle scanners at
check posts. State Excise
Academy and Research Centre
(SEARC) will be upgradedas a
National Level Training Institute.

My Government has been
able to galvanise the Lottery
Department into a significant

resource generating vehicle. Sales
have touched the unprecedented
figure of Rs.2700 cr. during the
year 2012-2013. The much
lauded Karunya BenevolentFund
Scheme s being broadened to
bring private hospitals also under
its reach. My Government will
spare no efforts in taking
stringent action against illegal
lotteries from outside the State.
The State and District Level
Monitoring Committees have
been vigilantin this regard.

The Legal Metrology
Department will take up the
second phase of the
computerization of the
Department. Machines for
testing gold purity will be
procured. LPG Pump Verification
Kits for the verification of Auto
Gas distribution pumps will be
installed to cater to all Districts
in Kerala. The Printing and
Stationery Departments will be
modemised. Paper Testing labs
will be upgraded to improve
efficiency and transparency in
procurementof paper.

This year, Institute of
ManagementinGovemmenthas
set up the Centre for Land
Govemancein collaborationwith
Government of India. The

Institute has signed a MoU with
United Nations Environment
programmes on training in
Sustainable Development. The
Institute will work as are source
group for the implementation of
the Rightto Services Act. Training
programmes under the State
Training policy will focus on
service delivery aspects of each
Department. The Induction
training for new recruits will be
extendedtoall Departmentsand
will be made mandatory for
declaration of probation.

My Government gratefully
acknowledges the fact that the
credit for the success of its
programmes, toagreatmeasure,
goestoouremployeeswhohave
rallied behind my Govemment. A
contended workforce is a sine-
gua_non for successful
implementation of the
programmes and priorities of
Government. My Government
has announced the pay
Commission forthe employees
of the State Governmentand
bodies undertit.

My Governmenthas always
welcomed any constructive
criticism onits functioning. Atthe
same time, one cannot but
comment on increasing
fissiparous tendencies to resort
to subterfuge and insinuations
for political advantage evenon
matter where the honourable
courts oftheland have notseenit
appropriate to intervene My
Govemmenthashandledallsuch
agitations in the highest
democratic traditions, as any
elected Governmentshouldeven
though onmany occasions, such
agitations have grossly breached
the bounds of dignity and order
and have evenendangeredlives
and compromisedtherightsand
freedom of people Expressing
dissentis aninalienable rightofa
humanbeing. But, needlesstosay;,
freedomwithoutrestraintisasure
recipe forchaos and disaster. Itis
again well worth remembering
that these are difficult times
when the fabric of secularismin
our countryisincreasingly being
threatened.

Let us stand united with
solidarity and pledge thatwe shall
strivetotake Keralaforwardinits
journey towards social and
economicdevelopment.

JAIHIND=
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erindependence migration
from Keralato other statesand
Union Territoriesin Indiaandto
countries outside India has
become away oflife toalarge
number of educated youths.
Migrantstothe restofIndiaare
knownasoutmigrantsandthose
outside the countryisknownas
Emigrants. Till 1970's nearly 80
per centofthe migrationwasto
other parts of India. The hikein
the ol pricesduring 1973-74and
afterwards led to considerable
increase inthe revenue of Gulf
region. The heavyinvestmentto
build social and economic
infrastructure facilities inthese

Ooe
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The Emigrants
of Kerala

countriesgeneratedgreatdemand
for skilled and unskilled workers
fromabroad. Indiabecame an
important supplier of labour
forceandwithin IndiaKeralastate
became the mostimportant
supplier. Asaresultthe relative
position of out-migrants and
emigrants changed drastically.
While emigrants constituted 31
per cent of the total migrantsin
1977, the proportionincreasedto
41 percentin1980(Department
of Economics and Statistics).
Basedonasamplesunveyscaried
out by the Centre for
Development Studies the
proportion of emigrants to total

migrantsincreased to 66 per cent
in1998to 71 percentin2011.

Number of Emigrants

Information relating to the
number of emigrants and other
details can be collected either
through census or through
samplesunvey. Inacensusalthe
units in the population are
enumeratedandassuchthedata
obtainedwil be morereliable. But
censusisatime consumingand
costly affair. Hence sample
surveys are conducted to
estimate the numberofmigrants
andotherdetails. if'samplesizeis
very small and not carefully

plannedandexecuted, theresuls
obtained may notbereliable. Itis
with this background that we
have to examine various
estimates of the number of
emigrants from Kerala since
1970,

Asaseparate censusisa
costly affair, an attempt was
made along with the first
Economic Census of 1977 to
estimatethenumberofemigrants
andoutmigrantsinthe Siate. This
censusrevealed that out of the
total4.32lakhs migrants ofKerala
1.35lakhswereemigrants. Again
in 1980 along with the census
type Housingand Employment




Survey carried out by the
Departmentof Economicsand
Statistics showed that outofthe
total 5.08 lakhs migrants 2.08
lakhs wereemigrants. Outofthe
emigrants 1.86 lakhs (90 per
cent) were in Gulf countries.
Much of the Gulf migration is
chain migration, triggered off by
the presence of friends and
relatives atthe designation point.
The district—wise distribution of
emigrants to Gulf region
indicated that Thrissur District
contributed the largest share

followed by Malappuram and
Thiruvananthapuram. These
three districts accounted for 50
percent of the total number of
emigrants.

During the three decades
estimatedthe numberemigrants
based onsample surveys. The
mostimportantamong themis
the Kerala Migration Survey
conducted by the Centre for
Development Statistics (CDS)in
1998, repeatedin2008and 2011
also. Thesesunveysarebasedon

15000 households from a
universe of 78lakhshousehalds.
As per these surveys the
estimated number ofemigrants
fromKeralaincreasedfrom 13.6
lakhs in 1998to0 22.8 lakhsin
2011. The total amount of
remittances in 2011 was
estimated approximately Rs.
50,000 crores and this
constituted about 18 per cent of
thegrossstate domestic product.

Inthe context of the policy
measures of “Saudization” and
“Nitagat” to increase the
proportion of native workersin
the labourforce of Saudi Arabia
large number of Keraliteswere
forcedtoretumtoKerala. Inorder
totake suitable policy measures
forthe welfare of emigrantsand
returnees governmentneeds
reliable official statistics of
emigrants. So the Kerala
Government authorized the
Departmentof Economicsand
Statisticsto conductacensus of
emigrants along with the 6th
round of Economic census. The
censuswas carried outduring

If sample size is very small and not carefully
planned and executed, the results obtained may
not be reliable. Itis with this background that we
have to examine various estimates of the number
of emigrants from Keralasince 1970.

May-June 2013 andthe results
were published in November
2013

Results of the
Census 2013

The Kerala Pravasi
(Emigrants) Census 2013
revealedthat 1625653 persons
from 1161308 households of
Kerala are living in foreign
countries. Malappuram district
accountedfor 18 per centofthe
total emigrants followed by
Thrissurwith 11 per centand
KannurandKozhikodeeachwith
10per cent. These four districts
accounted forabout 50 per cent
ofthetotalemigrantsfromKerala.
Idukki district has the lowest
number of emigrants with only
one per cent followed by
Wayanad district. While
Mooniyur panchayat of
Malappuram district has the
maximum number of emigrant
households, the newty formed
tribal panchayat of Idukki
district, Edamalakkudi,isthe only
panchayatinthe statewithoutan
emigranthousehold. United Arab
Emirate (UAE) with 5.7 lakhs
emigrants accounted for 35 per
centfollowed by Saudi Arabia
with28percent. Thereare 78357
emigrantsin USAand 45264 in
UK Guifcountriesaccountedfor
83per centofthetotalemigrants.
Outofthe total emigrant 14.27
lakhs are working emigrants.
Amongthemwomen constitute
only 7 percent. Nearly60percent
oftheworking female emigrants

¢+ areinthe nursing profession.

Around 20 per cent of female
nursesareinU.AEand13percent
areinU.K. Amongthe emigrant
doctors, 25 percentareinUS.A
and20percentareinSaudiArabia.
About 46 per cent of teachers
working in Gulf countries are
woman. Among the emigrants
engagedindriving profession40
per centare in Saudi Arabia.
Around 25 per cent of the
emigrants with more than 10
years of duration in foreign
counties are from Malappuram
district.m

The writer is Former Director of
Economicsand Statistics
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reduces
rheumatoid

Electronic tongues

measure grape ripeness

Electronic tongues can help
grape growers as they offer
detailed information on the
degree of grape maturity and this
could improve competitiveness.
In a study, researchers applied
electronic tongues developed in
lab to measure the maturity of
eight different types of grapes.
The results confirm the
usefulness of these devices for
controlling grape maturity and,
therefore, evaluate the most

portable. Producers also
highlight the potential
usefulness of the tongue
to perform analysis on the
fruit at the premises
where the product is
taken. The researchers
are currently working on
new applications of
electronic tongues in the
sector. Specifically, they
evaluate their use to
control the fermentation

arthritis

appropriate time for harvesting. of grapes in vats.

- The tongues are cheap and
In a significant new study

of over 7,000 older
Chinese women published
online in the journal
Rheumatology,
breastfeeding - especially
for a longer duration - is

Temperature influences tree height

shown to be associated The bigger the tree, the more carbon it the temperature-driven physiological
with a lower risk of stores. Studies explore global variance in model of tree height in order to
rheumatoid arthritis (RA). tree height has identified temperature as explain the thermal climates in which
Specifically, it showed that the most important factor behind the the tallest individuals of the tallest
women who had breastfed tallest species. Height gives canopy trees, tree species grow. The tallest
their children were the focus of much forest carbon research, specimens of the world's nine similar
around half as likely to a competitive advantage as they can place tree species were found to grow in
have RA, compared to leaves at higher light levels while climates with an unusually small
women who had never suppressing their competitors. Height also seasonal temperature variation, which

breastfed. This is the first allows for wind-dispersed pollen and fruits accounted for only 2.1% of global land
to travel further. The research examined area.

study to demonstrate a
link between
breastfeeding and lower
risk of RA in a Chinese
population, where
breastfeeding was common
practice and more
prevalent than in many
Western populations. More
importantly, replication of
the association between
breastfeeding and lower
risk of RA in a different
population reinforces the
need for further research
to understand the
hormonal mechanisms
involved in the onset of
RA.
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Saudi Arabiais First
dinosaurs identified

Dinosaur fossils are exceptionally rare in the
Arabian Peninsula. An international team of
scientists from different universities and the
Saudi Geological Survey have now uncovered
the first record of dinosaurs from that
country. The study shows that the dry
desert was once a beach littered with the
bones and teeth of ancient marine reptiles
and dinosaurs.

A string of vertebrae from the tail of a huge
"Brontosaurus-like" sauropod, together with
some shed teeth from a carnivorous
theropod represent the first formally
identified dinosaur fossils from Saudi Arabia,
which were found in the north-western part
of the Kingdom along the coast of the Red
Sea. The remains were discovered during
excavations conducted by a team of
scientists working under the auspices of the

these dinosaurs were alive, the Arabian
landmass was largely underwater and
formed the north-western coastal
margin of the African continent.

The teeth and bones are approximately
72 million years old. Two types of
dinosaur were described from the
assemblage, a bipedal meat-eating
abelisaurid distantly related to
Tyrannosaurus but only about six metres
long, and a plant-eating titanosaur
perhaps up to 20 metres in length.
Similar dinosaurs have been found in
North Africa, Madagascar and as far away

Saudi Geological Survey, Jeddah. When as South America.

Genetic discovery helps
grow bigger fruits

Researchers have announced that farmers can now
accomplish the growth of bigger fruits without sacrificing
the nature of the plants. Studies have revealed one genetic
mechanism for hybrid vigor, a property of plant breeding
that has been exploited to boost yield since the early 20th
century. Teasing out the hidden qualities of involving just
one gene has provided the scientists with means to reduce
the length of time that bushy tomato varieties can produce
flowers. In these plants, longer flowering time substantially
raises fruit yield.

Scientists have identified a rare example of hybrid vigour
involving a genetic defect in the gene that makes florigen,
a hormone that controls the process of flowering and flower
production. The mutation dramatically increases tomato
yields in bush tomatoes. Scientists have found that bushy
plants a mutation in one of the two copies of the florigen
gene, postpone the moment when they stop producing
flowers. This, in turn, leads to many more fruits overall.
The discoveries lead to an exciting prediction: that it may
be possible to fine-tune florigen levels to increase yields
even further.

A team of researchers in
the Czech Republic has
found that dogs can now
be added to the list of
animals that are able to
sense and respond to the
Earth's magnetic field.
Researchers describe
field experiments they
conducted which
indicated that dogs
prefer to defecate while
in a North-South stance
relative to the Earth's
axis, during times when
the magnetic field is calm.
When the magnetic field
was not calm, the dogs
showed no such
preference, suggesting
that when there is a clear
magnetic field, dogs can
feel it, and for
unexplained reasons,
prefer to align themselves
in a certain posture. The
team also found that
freedom was a factor.
Dogs on leashes didn't
appear to have as much
of an inclination to align
themselves in any
particular direction as did
dogs which were allowed
to roam free in a field as
they did their business.
Their study also found
that the dogs tended to
intentionally avoid
crouching in an East-
West, alignment, perhaps
finding it the most
uncomfortable of all.




@ HEALTH {b\ DOMI JOHN MORAIS

prosy is one of the world's
odestandmostdreadeddiseases
that has tormented humans
throughout history, leaving
lasting impressions on religion,
literature and art. It has been
synonymous with stigmaand
discrimination duetothe hideous
deformitiesitproduced, mystery
arounditstransmissionandlack
of any effective remedly till
recently. Al-Bukhari’'s Muslim
Hadith (volume 1, 2.443)
documented Prophet

Mohammed's apparentdread of
leprosyinhisstatement “Escape
from the leprous the way you
escapefromalion”.Inadditionto
the physical effects of the
disease’s, patients have also
sufferedsevere socialsigmaand
ostracism from their families,
communities, and even health
professionalsto suchan extent
that leprosy has been known
sinceancienttimesas'thedeath
before death”. AmmauierHansen,
the discoverer of

Mycobacterium leprae once
commented “There is hardly
anything onearth, or betweenit
andheaven,whichhasnotbeen
regardedasthe causedfieprosy;
andthisis butnatural, since the
lessoneknows, themoreactively
doeshisimaginationwork’.
Wehaveindeedcomealong
wayfromthe erawhentherewas
scanty or little information
borderingonignoranceaboutthe
disease, on magnitude of the
problem, intense negativeimage




which led to prevention by
segregation of patientsandlack
oforganisedservices. Atthe First
Intemational Congressin Berlin
in 1897 it was agreed that
“Leprosy was incurable”.
However, discovery of M. leprae
by Armauer Hansen, use of
chaulmoograoilintreatment of
leprosy generated hope that
leprosyistreatable. Discovery of
dapsone in 1941 and later
implementation of multi drug
treatment (MDT) in 1981
changed the entire scenario.
Although much remains
unknown about the disease
transmissionand pathogenesis,
tremendous advances have
occurredin understanding the
pathogenesis and treatment of
thedisease.

In the past two decades,
marked success of combined
efforts from the World Health
Organization (WHO), Central
and State govemments, health
professionals, and non-
governmental organizations
(NGOs) inidentifying patients
with leprosy and providing
effective treatmenttothemhas
resulted in near elimination of
leprosy. MDT hasbeenthemain
weaponagainstleprosysinceits
inceptionin 1981 and by 2005,
the prevalenceinIndiawasless
than 1/10000. This was a
landmark achievementinthe

history of leprosy in India. By the
endof2010, the prevalence had
come downt00.69/100007. In
this context, it must be pointed
outthat cases of leprosy are not
uniformly distributed buttend to
cluster in certain localities,
villages or taluks. Hence, while
the country as a whole has
eliminated leprosy, two States,
Biharand Chattisgharhareyetto
achieve elimination (with a
prevalencerateof1.12and 1.94,
respectively). Ofthe total of 640
districts, 110 districts still have
prevalenceratesbetweenland2/
10000, while in 530 districts,
eliminationhasbeenachieved
These statistics have
generated substantial hope that
leprosycanbeeradicatedoneday.
Leprosyisone ofthefewchronic
illnesses that meet the
demanding criteria for possible
elimination, i.e. it can be
diagnosedby practicalandsimple
diagnostic tools or by clinical
signs alone, availability of an
effective modality to interruptits
transmissionintheformof MDT
andasingle significantreservoir
ofinfection, humans. However,
despite all the encouraging
parameters which are
sustainable, leprosy eradication
seems a distant possibility
consideringthe currentscenario.
New cases continue to occurin
amostallendemiccountriesand

high-burden pockets existagainsta
low-burdenbackground. The number
ofnewcasesdetectedduring2011,as
reported by 105 countries, was
219,075and Indiatopped the listwith
its contribution of 58.1 per centtothe
pool. Moreover, leprasyinchidrenand
new caseswith grade 2 deformities
have still not changed significantly
over the years. Intensified and
focused activities with MDT have
reduced the leprosy burden but
sustaining the samelevel offocusand
commitment will be a challenge,
especially inlow-resource settings
where equity ofaccessisanissue.
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History of
leprosy and stigma

InIndia, the Laws of Manu
(1500 BC) mention various skin
diseasestranslated as leprosy.
The Laws prohibited contactwith
those affected by leprosy and
punishedthosewhomarriedinto
their families. Ancient Indian
society marginalized those with
leprosy because of several
factors: its chronic, potentially
disfiguring nature; inconsistently
effective therapy; association
withsin;andthefear ofcontagion.
TheMosaic Lawstatedilnessto
be a punishment for sin and
leprosywas consideredtobethe
punishmentforthe mostheinous
sins or crimes. A purification

ceremony and four sacrifices
were essential before
readmission to society was
allowed . Taboos,suchasChinese
and African legends associating
leprosy with necrophilia and
incest, constituted amajor action
framework during the Health
Protection era. The legacies
history in relation to leprosy
control were largely negative,
withermroneousknowledge about
etiology of leprosy resulting in
stigmatization and social
exclusion of those diagnosed
withthe disease.
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Unfortunately; social stigma,
alienation, and violence against
sufferers of leprosy are atfitudes
thathave continued throughthe
ages uptothe 20th centuryand
thesestill exist, thoughinadiluted
form. Stigmatizing attitudes have
even been incorporated into
modemlaw;, asdemonstratedin
Indiawhere the Motor Vehicles
Actof1939forbade the granting
of drivers’ license to leprosy
sufferers and, until recently, the
Indian Christian, Muslim, and
Hindu Marriage Acts included
leprosy asgroundsfordivorce.

Treatment of leprosy
Priortothe age of antibiotics,
leprosy was treated with

chaulmoogra oll, an extraction
fromthe seeds of Hydnocarpus
wightiana, with some limited
launched with sodium
chaulmoograteinlate 1915and
introducedin Indiaduring British
Empire. AsoneAmericanieprosy
suffererremarked:“Chauimoogra
oil was to be taken internally,
externally, and eternally”.
Hydnocarpousandchavimoogra
oils retained their place inthe
British Pharmacopoeia il the
1940s.

Themodem eraofleprosy

treatmentbeganinthe 1940s,
when Dr Guy Faget of the
NationalHansen'sDisease Center
(renamed the Gillis W. Long
Hansen's Disease Centerinthe
1980s) in Carville, Louisiana,
showed remarkable benefits of
Prominintreating the disease.
Thisdiscoverywas heralded as
“the miracle of Carville” and
marked the onsetofthefirstreal
hope that leprosy could be
successfully treated and cured.
Further work on limiting the
toxicity of treatmentled to the
use of dapsone, which was
broadly used as long-term
monotherapy until 1970s.
Introduction of dapsone
simplified the treatment by

paving the way for ambulatory
treatmentandchangedthefaceof
leprosy dramatically.

The initial enthusiasm of
finding a cure for leprosy was
dampened by relapses and
emergenceofdrugresistanceto
dapsoneinthe 1970supto 19per
cent of patients. The surveys
sponsored by “Therapy for
leprosy”’ (THELEP) and others
also proved thatthe epidemic of
dapsone resistance was
sabotaging the entire leprosy
controlefforts. Thus, therewasa
needforcdearandurgentneedfor

safe and practicable combined
drugregimenseffectiveincuring
leprosy and preventing drug
resistance under field conditions.
In 1981, WHO took a
monumental decision and
recommended MDT forleprosy.
Later, sixcaseseriesassessngthe
effects of WHOMDT (monthly
supenvisedrifampicin600mgand
clofazimine 300 mg, plus daily
unsupervised dapsone 100mg
and clofazimine 50 mg) for 24
months supported the 1981
WHO recommendations. By
1985, these recommendations
were adopted by almost alll
countries.
Therequirementinthe new
millenniumis for asingle MDT
regime of a duration that is
acceptable for all categories of
leprosy. Thiswill make errors of
classification in the field
irrelevant and minimize the
operational and logistic
difficulties of maintaining

adequate supplyine ofdrugs.

Leprosy control/
eradication
programme in India

The first attempt to deal

' with leprosy as a public health

problemwastakenupin1952by
the Gandhi Memorial Leprosy
Foundation (GMLF), an
institution started under the
Gandhi Memorial Trust. Atthat
time, the only method to deal
with the disease wastoisolate
leprosy patients in “leprosy
homes™sanatoria’ or“asylums”,
however, such placeswerevery
fewandinadequate. Dapsonewes
the newdrugthathadjustbeen
introduced. A field study was
piotedat GMLFwhichenvisaged
identification of all leprosy
patientsinafixedgeographicarea,
followed by domiciliary
treatmentwith dapsone.
Rigorous health education
was caredouttoexplainthetrue
facts aboutleprosy. For thefirst
time inaleprosy campaign, a
house-to-house survey was
carried out, and every man,
womanand chidwasexamined
forsigns ofleprosy. Thatwasthe
beginning ofthe SET (Survey,



Education and Treatment)
programme of GMLF. The
National Leprosy Control
Programme (NLCP)was started
in 1955 and the SET method
becamethe standard procedure
for leprosy control inthe entire
country. Later, the WHO also
endorsedthemethod, anditwas
adoptedtheworld over.

The Enhanced Global
Strategy forfurtherreducing the
disease burden requires
endorsementand commitment
fromeveryoneworkingtowards
thecommongoal ofreducingthe
disease burden duetoleprosy
and its detrimental physical,

social and economic |

conseguencestomovecloserto
achievingthe commondreamof
“world without leprosy”.

National Leprosy
Eradication
Programme

IN2005, the Govemment of
India took another major step
towards expansion ofthe NLEP.
Leprosy work, which had been
carried out sofaras a vertical
programme, wasintegratedinto
thegeneralhealthservices. There
were no more special leprosy
clinics. Allhospitals, dispensaries
and PHCs hadtotreat leprosy
patients. Further, the field staff of
PHCshadtotake upcasefinding
and follow up along with their
regularduties. Thiserawasalso
significant for leprosy controlin
the use of culturally appropriate
depictions of people living with
leprosy for leprosy fundraising
andpublicanareness '
Integration of leprosy into the
generalhealthsenice hasgreatly
enhancedthe scope of leprosy
service. By integration,
discrimination againstleprosy
hasbeensettoberemovedand
the patients have accesstothe
services of ophthalmologists,

surgeons, physiotherapists, and
generalphysicians.
Therehavebeenremarkable
achievementsinseveralaspects
of leprosy control withina span
of4to5decades, however, these
needtobe putinto perspectivein
relation to the possibility of

1917, Champaran (Bihar) Escorts his follower, a leprosy patient toffig

ding fastParchuce Shastri a leprosy
iting prayers: -

Theinitial enthusiasm of finding a cure for
leprosy was dampened by relapses and
emergence of drug resistance todapsone in
the 1970s up to 19 per cent of patients. The
surveyssponsored by “Therapy for leprosy”
(THELEP) and others also proved that the
epidemic of dapsone resistance was
sabotaging the entire leprosy control efforts.

eradicating the disease and
prevention of its resurgence.
Although elimination of leprosy
has beenachieved, newcases
continue tooccurand thiswillbe
seenforsome moreyears.We
neediobevigiantandseethatthe
diseasedoesnotreappearinthe
community. Theinitialfall seenin
the AnnualNew Case Detection
Rate (ANCDR)was not seen,
subsequentto 2005, andithas
moreorkessremainedatthesame
level. Thisisawarning sign,and
anindicationthatthere shouldbe
an active thrustto identify new
cases. ltisimportantto identify
any hidden infective source

_ cases, raceandtreat.

Continuing challenges

BY of leprosy in the post

elimination era

The gray areas in leprosy
control are the role of close
contacttransmission, the speed
oftransmission, andthe extentof
contagiousness during the
incubation period. Research
addressing these questionsis
essential to narrow down the
uncertainty regardingtheimpact
of MDT-based control. Inthe
presenttimes, the diagnosisand
treatment of leprosy are
relatively easyandmaostendemic
countries are striving to fully
integrate leprosy services into
existing general health services.
Most of the previous highly
endemic countries have now
reached elimination. However,
the major problemin leprosy
eradicationisthe delay between
the onset of disease and its
detection. Leprosyisaquiescent
diseaseandhencetheremaybe
substantial delay before the
patient seeks treatment. Itis
possible that close contacts ofa
leprosy patientbecome infected
rapidly.

Weneedsmpleandefiective
screening test to identify
individuals or populations with
subclinical disease or
asymptomatic infections to
Oecreasethedelaybetweenonset
anddetection. Inthe absence of
effective screening tools, the
early treatment of the disease
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depends primarilyoneitherself- |
identification by the patientora |

high index of suspicion by the
clinician when evaluating a
patient with a skin lesion
associatedwith sensory loss.
Stigmatization of
leprosy and its impact
on elimination

From antiquity to
modernity, Indian society has
treated leprosy as a stigma; a
response shaped by both
inadequate scientific knowledge
and cultural attitudes. Leprosyis
still called kushtain most Indian
languages, asitwasinSushiuthals
time. Theword itself still evokes
fear and aversion, despite
Mahatma Gandhi's efforts to
destigmatize the disease. India's
future challenges in leprosy
controlinclude multtiple systems
of medicine, stigma, and
educational knowledge gaps.
Integrating leprosy careintothe
generalhealthsystemsseemsto
have decreased the stigma
associated with leprosy due to
family counselling and
communityoutreach.

Efforts to decrease health
inequity due to poverty,
especially in rural areas with
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1939, Sevagram Hut of Parchure
Shastri-A daily visit

MahatmaGandhi’sdreamof “Empovwerment
of People Affected by Leprosy,” canonly be
fulfilled by removing the stigma associated
with leprosy and giving themequal rights. \\e
have won the battle but the war is still onand
there isaneed for research onearly diagnosis,
treatment, and prevention.

limitedaccesstohealthcare, may
helpinleprosy control. However,
if cultural beliefs are not

| addressed, increasedavailabiity

may not translate into an
appropriate increase in
utilization. Cultural aspects of
leprosy affecting its control
include traditional medicine and
stigma. Sustainingthegainsmade
so farand further reducing the
diseaseburdeninindiarequirean
innovative, holistic approach
thatincludes ongoing education,
efforts to identify interventions
that dispel stigma, and the
inclusion of non allopathic
practitioners in disease control

programmes1967.

Sustaining progress
and future efforts

Although in the last two
decades, the reported global
prevalence of active leprosy
infection has dropped by almaost
90 per cent; yetaparalleldropin
the incidence or new case
detectionhasnatbeenseen.From
1994 through 2011, the NCDR
has persistently been morethan
10>100,000newcasesannually.
Thelastthree decadesbroughta
tremendous and hard-earned
success in fighting leprosy,



thanks to the impressive co-operation of various
highly committed actors from civil society,
govemment, andthe private sector. Asthe lastmile
isalwaysthe hardesttogo, afreshandfuture-oriented
debate about sustainability is highly desirable at this
pointinthe campaign againstthis disease.

Thekey approach to sustainability has been
integration of the delivery of leprosy services into
basic health and primary care. Sustainability is
fundamentally an ecological concept, butwhen
appliedto health care, ittends to largely focus on
financing. We wantto ensure thatleprosy fundsdo
notfind theirway to assisting other programmes.
Integrated programmesoftenbecomewhathasbeen
termed ‘combined vertical programmes ' rather than
truly integrated. However, many previous vertical
programmes like leprosy are trying tointegrate into
theweak, fragileinfrastructure of primary health care.
Integration can only be successfulifthe primary
health services are strong or competentenoughto
copewiththisintegration.

Leprosy (orHansen'sdisease)isoneofthe oldest
andnotorious, butleastunderstood diseases of man
whichcontinuestobeachallengetohealthworldwide,
with about 250,000 new cases being currently
detected every year. A third of newly diagnosed
patients have nerve damage and might develop
disabilities, althoughthe proportion variesaccording
toseveralfactors, includinglevel of self-care. Leprosy
was not a specified disease in the Millennium
Development Goals, butimprovementsin other
areasthese cover, suchaseducationand levels of
poverty willhelp leprosy patients and services.

MahatmaGandhisdreamof“Empowermentof
PeopleAffected by Leprosy,”can only be fulfiled by
removing the stigma associated with leprosy and
givingthemequalrights. We havewonthe battle but
thewarisstilonandthereisaneedforresearchon
earlydiagnasis, treatment, and prevention. Thereisa
needtosustainand provide quality leprosy services
to all persons through general health system,
including good referral system. Efforts needtobe
made to reduce deformity through early detection,
selfcare, physiotherapy and reconstructive surgery
anddevelopingsoundsurveilance systems.

Hopefully, the progress made to date will be
maintained rather advancedthrough the application
of the sustained political will of governments,
ongoing researchinto basic understanding ofthe
disease andimproved treatments orvaccines. The
most important step in eradication of any
communicablediseaseistoknockoutthelastcase.
This can be achieved essentially by community
participation for which vigorous information,
education, communication (IEC) activities are
required. Itis only the enlightened public that can
provide the solution to any social or public health

problem.m

The writer is Dy. District Education Media Officer, DMOH,
Kottayam

Continued from Page 23

family support.

Since1994,govemmentsaloverthe
world have sought to putin place
schemesthatenhancethe value ofthe
family and have to a great extent
succeeded. Measures dealing with
education, equal opportunities for
women, careforthelonelyandtheaged,
nutriionandcareforchildrenhavebeen
more successiulthan certainothers.

This year marks the twentieth
anniversary ofthe Intemational Year of
the Familyanditoffersachancetotake
another look at the importance of
families and refocus attention ontheir
rolein development. Itistimeto ‘take
stock of recenttrends in family policy
development, share good practicesin
family policy making, review challenges
faced by families worldwide and
recommend solutions.’ Rapid socio-
economic and demographic
transformationshaveresultedinmaking
it more difficult for families to fulfil their
responsibilities. The intergenerational
bondsthatheld familiestogetherinthe
pastaregrowingweakandthatmakesit
more difficult for families to reconcile
work and family responsibilities.

The preparations for the twentieth
anniversary willtherefore bear these
trendsin mind and focus on exploring
policies that confront family poverty,
ensurework{famiy balanceandadvance
socialintegrationand intergenerational
solidarity. Governments, civil societies,
academicand private sectorswill play
key roles in seeking to achieve this
through schemes, activities,
conferencesand other initiatives.

Inaworldthatis ‘progressing’ ata
franticpace, thereisalwaysthefearthat
thefamilyasaunitcandisintegrate. So
itis heartening that efforts to prevent
thisare being putin place by the United
Nations, the governments and other
organisations. But ultimately itis the
individualwho mustrecognise the fact
thatifheistobe awelladjusted, happy
and social being, he cannot live in
isolation. As Alex Haley, the author of
thefamousnovel Rooats, puitit, Inevery
conceivable manner, the family islink
toour past, bridge to our future.’s

Thewiteris Associate Profof English (Rid),
AllSaints' College, Thiruvananthapuram.
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A vital step to
Vitality

Ooe

It will be a cliché ifitis stated “we
cannot existwithout food”. Butitis
a fact and none will oppose it.
Perhaps, the gravity of the problem
cannot be explained by words, but

he National Food security Bill was

Brazilis the predecessor of

has to be experienced by self. Itis introducedinthe Parfementandpassed - Indiainthis regard. Itis the first
notamenable to any explanation. bybothhouses, SincethePresdenthas - country that mage food aright.
Wordsareinadeau at)é tog lainthe givenanassentonSeptember2013ithas  Theworld popular programme

. = P . become an Act now. Being avital ‘FormZero'isonlyapartofthe
feeling ofhunger. Itis the mostbasic problem, the efforttoensurefoodforthe  Brazilian ‘Zero Hunger
feelinginman, nay, in every living majority of the populationis essentially - Programme’. Hunger, being a

being. Ithas noface of any caste or
sect. lthasnogenderalso. lthasthe

a matter to be appreciated and
applauded. The primary debate

universal phenomenon and
problem, is being treated by the

precededtheenactmentisonthecostof  international community with
EZ?F.?QS ﬁ%@?ﬁsef;%eir? fai:ggllgsrﬁ the National Food Security Actandits  such seriousness. Lakhs of
. 2SI impactonthe economy. Theestimated  people including children die
India has beenfacing s nothing but cost of the implementation of the  everyyearduetothelackoffood
ensuring food for the hungry. The provisionsofthe Actrangesfrom1Lakh  ormalnutrition. Thatiswhy the
policy makers also face this croreto3Lakhcroreperyear. Abalanced - UNgives prominencetotheright
challenge. Here arises the evaluation by experts saysthatthe to food. In its International
i expected costwill remainwithinthe  Covenanton Economic, Social
S’\II%r];rgﬁzlnlt__:gé)cl; ggci%awcg\gegéggme proposedlimitof Rs. 125,000croresas  and Cultural Rights, Article 11
’ ’ giveninthefinancialmemorandumofthe  specifically recognisesitas “the
bill. fundamental right to freedom

from hungerand malnutrition.”
Article 21 ofthe Constitution
of India deals with ‘Protection of

44 K ER%{\Q January 2014

life and Personal Liberty'. Its
horizon is wide and has been
widened by the Apex court of
Indiaiin many land mark cases.
Hence, for being able to protect
lives of the people, the
govemmentshalendeavourand
ensure ahunger-free society.
Here, the National Food Security
Actis a complementary and
corroborative one to the
constitutional provision
guaranteedunderArtice21. The
Actisintroducedas “ AnActto
provide for food and nutritional



security in human life cycle
approach, by ensuringaccessto
adequate quantity of quality food
ataffordable pricesto peopleto
live a life with dignity and for
matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto”.

As has been said, the Act
intendsto ensure adequate food
forthe majority of the people at
affordable prices. The Act
proposesto cover 75 percent of
the rural population, and 50
percentofthe urban population
with an entittement of 5 Kg per
personpermonth offood grains
atissue prices of Rs. 2and 3 per
Kgforwheatandrice respectively.
Besides, the pooresthouseholds
will receive anadditional 10Kgs
offood grains per house hold to
protecttheirexisting allocations.
The state wise inclusion ratios
are determined by the Planning
Commissionbasedonanational
level cut-off for per capita
consumptiontocover 75 percent
and67 percentofruralandurban
population respectively.

The government has to
depend on PDS (Public
Distribution System) to

implementthe provisions ofthis
Act. Here, the governmentis
boundtoensuretheeffeciveness
ofthe PDS. Instancesaretherefor
being doubtfulaboutthe efficacy
of the Public Distribution
System. Theexamplesofexcess
leakage of grainduringthe period
1993-1994and 2004-2005make
one sceptic aboutthe efficiency
ofthePDS. 28 percentofthegrain
wasleakedin1993-19%4and55
percentwasleakedin2004-2005
periods. However,weneednatbe
pessimistic of this system. PDS
hasovercomeits drawbacktoa
considerable amount. Most
states have taken steps to
improve its efficiency and
functioning and some even
revertedtonear universal PDS.
Leakagehasreduced,andthereis
strongreasontothink thatthisis
related to the improvementin
aess

Ifwe examine the overall
performance of the PDS, the
national percentage of
households accessing PDS
cereals, thathad declinedfrom27
percentin 1993-9410 24 percent
in2004-2005, increased to 39

percentin2009-2010and further
to45percentin2011-2012. Along
withthis, grainleakage whichhad
jumpedfrom 28 percentin1993-
19941055 percentin 2004-2005,
reduced to 40 percentin 2009-
2010andfurtherto 35 percentin
2011-2012. This shows that
problemis notwith the system
butinitsimplementationandany
systemcanbe correctedifwill so.

Asignificant feature of this
Food Security Actisthatwhile it
seeks to provide food grain to
households, itintendsto provide
cookedmealstochidren, eldery
people and pregnantwoman.
Besides, itallows governmentto
pay cashwhenunabletoprovide
food. Here, the authorites are to
be cautious to see that the
Programmeisnotdeviated from
its proclaimed intention to
ensurefoodinanovertmanneror
direct nutrition to cash transfer
progamme.

The data from Socio —
Economic and Caste Census
SECC2011)canbereliedon. It
can be used to fix the exact
criteria for the identification of
the real beneficiaries of this

programme. Alongwith this, the
criteria put forward by
Chatisgarh Food Security Actcan
betakenintoaccount. ltproposes
some criteria—excludingincome
tax payees, householdhavinga
houseinurbanareaswhichhasa
carpetarea of more thanone
thousand square feet, and
households in non-scheduled
areas who hold more than 4
hectares ofinigatedland ormore
than 8 hectares of non-irrigated
land etc.. Considering the social,
political and geographical
conditions of the concerned
states, criteria.canbe fixed more
accurately.

Limitations may be there,
quite natural, inacountrywherein
populationisvast, resourcesare
scarceandinterestsaredifferent.
Notwithstanding, itis a big leap
andwillbe agreatsolacetothe
hungry ifimplemented propery.
Hence, effortsaretobe madeto
implementthe FSAinaneffective
waytoroctoutthe evilofhunger
sothatahunger-free society can
beensuredm

The writeris afreelance joumnalist
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GARDENING {b | SURESH MUTHUKULAM

Peacock tailed Plant

alathea

he plant with bold,
decorative markings of its thin
delicate leaves resembling a
peacock’s tail is an attractive
house plant perfect forhome or
office. Scientifically christened as
Calatheamakoyana, the plantgot
its nickname Peacock plantasit
resemblesthereal Peacockbird,
very decorative and showy. ltisa
speciesinthegenusCalathea. The
exquisite pattemed handsome
leaves are the real attraction for

tropical gardeners and indoor
plantlovers. Onthefirstsightthis
may look like a fussy plant but
oncewehavemasteredcareand
feedingofthe ofthe Peacock plant
it will certainly reward us with
strikingly beautiful leaves which
arepurpleundemeathwithgreen
stripes on top. Native to the
jungles of Central and South
Americathe plantis verymuch
suitedforourgardensalso. Due
toits unique feathery leaf colour

patterns Peacock plantis a
favourite decorativeindoor plant
too.
Theplantgrowstoaheightof
45cmtall. The leaveswithits
wvidshadesofgreenandmaroon
are carried very proudly like the
PeacocK'stailfeathers. Thiscan
be described as an evergreen
rhizomatous perennial plant
forming clumps of elliptic leaves
andseldomspikesofsmallpurple
andwhite flowerswhichare not




showy. Thesurface oftheleaves
isglabrous. The foliage usually
risesfromacentralrosette.

For successfully growing
this plant, first of all locate an
indoor or outdoor area that
receivesfiltered sunlight. Avoid
planting the plant in full direct
sunlight, since it can burnthe
tender leaves and also cause
motting or fading of the leaves.
Regardingthegrowingmedumor
potting mixture useloose, loamy
soil that is mixed with organic
manureslike leafmanure, peator
welldried cowdung. Alooseand
lightwell- aerated open soil mix
allowing free drainageis always
recommended. Pecesomeands
atthe bottomofthe pot. The plant
canbewateredregularlyandalso
mist-spray the leaves. Do not
allowthe Peacock planttodryout.

Place the planton or near
pebble trays orwater source to
maintain humidity which it
relishes very much. Since
Calatheaslove highhumidity the
leaves show brown tips when

humidity is too low. Peacock
plantsare usually propagated by
removing small plantlets
growing from the base of the
motherplanthby gently separating
itsroots orrhizomesinsummer,
asdosetothemiddleas possible
withasharp knife. Old plantscan
beremovedfromthe potcarefully
dividing itand each sectionis
planted individually. Give any
fertiliser mixture in a much
diluted dose onceinamonthto
enhance growth. Don'tgiveita
strong feed frequently. Organic
foods like dried cowdung,
vermicompost, bone meal, leaf
manureandneemcakearealso
beneficial for the plant. Asthe
plant grows it is important to
prune ittoimprove its overall
heathasthedeadleavesstagnate
growthwhichleadstothe further
dulling of colours. Ifwe remove
thedeadleavesintimeitwill help
inregeneration ofthe plantand
willkeepithealthy.
Whengrownindoors, place
the plantby awindowwhere it

getsbrightindirectlight. Anyway
theyareagreatchoiceforashady
room. Peacockplantiscertainlya
container plant, feature plant,
house plant and an essential
elementin alltropical gardens.
Thisisalsoawell suited plantto
modern houses which are
generallywarm. Justtake careto
mist it frequently to ensure
adequate humidity.

Peacock plantmakes atall
ground coverinflower bedswith
shrubsandtallflowering plants.
Whengrownincontainersitcan
be usedforaburstofcolourona
patio, porch or deck. The showy
leaves complementothergreen
plants and flowers in pinks,
purplesandsivers.\Whengrown
in sunny spots the plant can
develop problems with spider
mites. tmay alsosufferdamage

fromaphids and scale insects.
Signs ofthese pestsinclude the
yellowing ofleavesand dropping
offandalsoclearspotsontheleaf
surface. Such pests can be
effectively controlled by using
tobacco decoction orneemoil-
soapemuision.
Beyonditsaestheticvaluea
studyconductedatNASA, theUS
space agency Peacock plantis
found to purify and clean the
atmospheric airin houses and
buildings where they remove
many toxic volatile organic
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compoundsthusactingasanair
purifier too. Thus this plantisa
true companiontogardenlovers
bothindoors and outdoors.m
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GOVERNMENT ORDERS

District level committee constituted

A district level committee for the enforcement &
monitoring of Coastal Regulation Zone notification, 2011
has been constituted in each coastal district of the
state under the chairmanship of the District Magistrate
concerned. Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha,
Kottayam, Ernakulam, Thrissur, Kozhikode, Malappuram,
Kannur and Kasargod are the districts to have the
committee with three members each representing the
local traditional communities. The Deputy Director of
Panchayat, District Planning Officer and the Assistant
Conservator of Forest of the concerned districts are
also included in the committee.

G.O. (Rt) N0.69 /2013 /S & TD,
Dated Thiruvananthapuram, 12.12.2013

Honorarium for Mini anganwadi workers hiked

Government has increased the honorarium of workers
in the 126 mini anganwadis in the state to Rs. 2250. This
will have retrospective effect from 4% July 2013.

GO ( MS) No.112 /2013 /SJD ,
dtd Thiruvananthapuram, 30-12-2013

Fishermen Debt: Moratorium period extended

The period of moratorium from recovery proceedings
on the debts of fishermen has been extended up to
2014 December 31. This is for the loans availed by the
fishermen from financial institutions including private
and from individuals till 31st December 2007 for the
purchase of fishing materials, house building, education
of children, marriage of daughters, medical treatment
etc.

GO ( MS) No.77 /13 / Fisheries dtd.
Thiruvananthapuram, 26-12-13

Interest free loan to fisherwomen

Rs.300 lakh has been release to Matsyafed for
implementing the scheme of Interest free loan to

fisherwomen for the year 2013-14.

GO (Rt) No. 1055/2013/F&PD Dated,
Thiruvananthapuram 27.12.2013

Nameand Addressofthe Officer made
compulsory in Certificates

A seal containing the name, designation, office, Land
phone and mobile phone numbers of the officer
concerned should be legibly stamped in every
certificate, including Permit for building construction,
Building number, Occupancy certificate, issued to the
Public and in every correspondences to the government
by the Local Self Government Institutions. Government
has instructed every officer concerned to strictly follow
the same from 1st January, 2014.

It is instructed to follow the same in the case of
corresponding note files also. Approval or Lay out
approval from the town Planning Department also should
contain the same seal of the officer concerned.
According to the Government Circular issued by the
LSG department No.75419 dated 30-12-2013, stringent
action will be taken on erring officials.

Rs.10crore for Technology innovation zone

Administrative sanction of Rs. 10 crore has been given
for the implementation of the various activities related
to the Technology innovation Zone at Kochi. HMT
building refurbishment, Raspberry Pi programme, Start
up Village, building reimbursement are the activities
for the entrepreneurial development in the state to
which administrative sanction is issued.

GO (Rt ) No.295 /2013 /ITD dtd, Thiruvananthapuram
31-12-2013

KSTPtogetS0crore

The State Government has accorded sanction to release
an amount of Rs.Fifty crore to the Kerala State
Transport Project for the approved works. Out of the
total budget provision of Rs. 280.28 crore in the current
years budget, so far 150 crore has been released.

GO ( Rt) 13/2014 /PWD dtd Thiruvananthapuram
03-01-2014
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