GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract
“rost & Wildlife Department- Implementation of Biodiversity Programme- Guidelines -
vevised- Orders Issued.

FOREST & WILDLIFE (E) DEPARTMENT
5.0.(RU) No.485/2016/F&WLD Dated ,Thiruvananthapuram ,24.12.2016

Read:- 1. G.O(Rt.) No: 402/2010/F&WLD dated 14.09.2010
2.G.O.(Rt.) 354/2013/F&WLD dated 12.09.2013

3.Minutes of the Chief Conservator of Forests Council Meeting held on
29.06.2016

4. Letter No: BDC1-17000,/2015 dated 29.07.2016 from the Principal Chiel
Conservator of Forests (Wildlife ) & Chief Wildlife Warden.

ORDER
As per the Government order read as 1% above, Government have issued
administrative sanction and Guidelines for implementation of the [oilowing
schemes under “Biodiversity Conservation Programme”

I. protection of sacred groves.
2. Conservation of mangroves.
4. Identification of oldest tree, raising platform and displaying information board.

These guidelines were later revised vide Government Order read as 2™ wbove for
the implementation of the scheme “Protection and conservation of sacred groves” for
extending financial support to the owners of sacred groves, with a view to preserve
the Kavus, the rich repository of biological resources.

Now vide paper read as 4™ above, the Principal Chief Conservator ol Forests
(widlife )& Chief Wildlife Warden has requested Government to reconstitute the
Siae Level Bxpert Committees, with Principal Chief Conservator of Forest- (Social
Forestry) as the Chairman, for selection of sacred groves for financial assistunce and
Vanamitra award, in place of Additional Principal Chief Conservator ot Forests
(Biodiversity Cell), and to issue modified guidelines accordingly.

Government have examined the matter in detail and are pleased to
reconstitute the above committee with  Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(Social Forestry) as the Chairman in place of Additional Principal Chief Conservator
of Vorests (Biodiversity Cell) and the guidelines are modified accordingiy. The
revised guidelines are appended herewith.

(By Order of the Governor)
P.MARA PANDIYAN
Additional Chief Secretary to Government

Tlw Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Head of Forest Force, Thiruvananthupuram.



The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Development), Thiruvananthapuran.

The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Biodiversity Cell),
Thiruvananthapuram.

The Director,Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi o
The Director, Jawaharlal Nehru Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute, Palodu
[ he President, Travencore Devaswam Board
|'he President , Malabar Devaswam Board.

The President, Ayyappaseva Sanghom.

The Accountant General (A&E/Audit), Thiruvananthapuram.
The Finance Department (Agri-B wing)

The Planning and Economic Affairs (A) Department.
fevenue Devaswam Department.

£5G (Agri) Department

wvihe Web & New Media Division , I&PRD
Forest & Wildlife (D) Department.
stock file / Office Copy.

Forwarded - By Order

M@m (

Sectior: Officer




Fhe et of thiy scheme 13 o attract public atention and appr

focality. o many locations across the state . espectadly mowban e o b e
surviving amidst growing pressure. These trees have been providing coodowical servioos over

the yeurs to society. An opportunity 1s provided to society o appreciate and cxpress gratagde for
the tree for the ecosystem services and produce given to seciety over these voars . Phis o 0 ielp
build @ bond between man and trees over the long termy. This will vesudt fy vopros s e e

of'trees by society.

In short | programme will provide an opportunity for community . espoeciadiy the vesidioen
to honour ,m revere and appreciate these trees for the selfless service prosuded o socio ooer

the vears.

The following guidelines are issued for selection and declaration of Maramuathassy 1y e

Pistrict,

* The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) in the respective District shai be the

Authorized officer for inviting nominations , processing the same for DPoally declong ihe
Maramuthassy of the district. ‘

+  Assistant conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) will address all the Grame. Parwchayat o o the
District concerned to recommend oldest tree with respect to each local buds.

*  Any NGO/ndividual/institution can submit nomination for selecting a particular trec w their
locality to declare as maramuthassy to the respective Grama Panchuvath.

*  Nominations for Maramuthassy shall be sclected from amongest those tees locuted . public
land, premises of schools , offices/public / government institutions cte. Sclection shall e Tused
on age followed by ratify and uniqueness.

*  Ounly one tree will be selected and declared as Maramuthassy in cach Distries

*  Wide publicity shall be given by the Assistant Conservator of Forests 1Soctd Forosue i
inviting nominations for trecs to be identified as Maramuthussy.

*  The nominations shall be screened by a District Level Committee comprising of «ssiian




B E ool Chaed Consorvator of Poros I T S TETRE I SV i
b pobovimg unsdiction of she area shail coreiins e D vob o L ik
sereeniy e nominations,

© The seiected tree along with a proposal covering vinriows sspects v vensesint mane. o s
name . cultural 7 biological significance . age L height . wivth and other oitiies . o e for
selecting the tree ctes shall be submitied to the Principal Chict Conservater of Forest. ¢sovial
Foarestry) . who will submit proposal for all the distoers so the Goveroer S anpe st
notication,

+An information beard covering its name | age | xonomy . disiribution  oodomead v and
ceonomie significance ete. may be displaved in front of the Murmmuthas notited - a0

provide hasic information for the benetit of the public.
*  Suitable platform around the tree may be provided for protection and aesilicie appen o e
platform shall be made of Laterite stone and plastering shall be avorded

* The platforny shall be made with adequate precaution asainst tunpering wth or dane o the
raots of the tree.

* A public programme for honouring and appreciating the the services prowsicd by the v - cover
the years with the full participation of local school children and communie shali be o sanred

for declaring the Maramuthassy. This can be developed as an annual even

[ o]

REVISED GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMEMTATION OF THL SCHEME FOR PROTECTL o5 vND
CONSERVATION OF SACRED GROVES.

Sacred groves are rich repositories of biological resources that have been preserved b ther wstine
conditions by religious belief of the community . These sacred groves are undcz' SSVCEe preas e and
require support for their conservation. Most of these groves arc preserved despite many predss wos and
the owners need to be appreciated and recognized by society for their conservation vitorts, 1Uis ooposed
to provide financial support to owners of sacred groves and initiete Awards (or Uie Dost g, sieeves
by inviting applications /nominations after wide publicity where necessury support for activitic woch as
for documentation of Hora and funa, awareness creation , protection activitics . rebuniding lost s v vrded

sacred groves , giving incentives and awards cte,

I. The Scheme will be taken up in accordance with the guidelines 1ssued b the Gaonvern o toe
implementation of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme under the “lntenaficaton o 0 orest

Management Scheme” for protection and canservation of Sacred Groves e atid when t o s
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are received from the Government of Tndia o as well ws 100 splumenis the -chen TR

conservation of Biodiversity funds by State Governimen,

2 The Scheme will be co-ordinated and monitored by he Social Poresies sving ol e sk
Forest Department.
3. The Scheme will be implemented through the respective Assisinl Cotservator oi faroab

(Social Forestry) of each district,

4. The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) of cach District will give wide oubhony
about the scheme $0 as to invite maximum applications.

5. The interested Devaswam /Owners/temple trusts shall apply 10 the Assisant Consceruen of
Forests(Social Forestry) of the concerned District in preseribed format, Those who were wolected
for financial support during the previous years will not be considered under this scheme

6. The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) will shortlist 5 applicants in cacti Disirict
based on extent in area and biodiversity value for long term conservation.

7. The ownersftrusts of 5 short listed sacred groves will preparc a proposal/Micro slan for
protection and conservation of the concerned sacred grove in consultation with the Assistant
Conservator of Forests.

8. In the case when any District failed in submitting 5 proposals before the expert comminee - the
sacred groves having maximum extent among the applications received in other Districts will be
considered for financial support.

9. A State Level Expert Committee will be set up comprising the foliowing

i. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests {Social Forestry) - Chair Person
ii. Director, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi or his nominec,

iii. Director, INTBGRI, Palode or his nomince.

iv. Deputy Conservator of Forests (Wild Life)

v.  Prof Sobheendran , Environmentalist.

vi. Prof. E. Kunhikrishnan , Subject Expen.

vil. The President, Travencore Devaswam Board or his nominee
Viii. The President, Malabar Devaswam Board or his nominec,

ix. The President , Ayyappaseva Sanghom or his nominec.
The State Level Committee Shall;

i Serutinize , evaluate and recommend in order of priority | sacred grove: ar vach
District for long term and one time support under the Scheme,

ii. Approve the proposal/Micro Plan/Management Plan for each sacred grove.

iii. Render any other advise sought for by Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
{(Social Forestry).
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t Propesal along with detatied estimate (Sunctoned by compelens autiors B s s
Wingy will be prepared with technical support of the Assistant Coasersa o o Forest o Sl

Forestry}).

1. The owners 7 Trusts of the Sacred Groves selected for suppert under the sobesie sl 0w o
an Agrecment with the First Party (Copy of the Agrecment enclosed) prios b e voanme comien

uf the programme.

12, Prior to signing of agreement the owner /trust /Devaswams shall produce rotos b doce wonts to
prove ownership of the sacred groves.

13. The fund requirement will be made available through the respective Assitant Consesitor of
Forests (Social Forestry).

14, On signing the Agreement , 10% of the total project cost subject to a maxium ol Ry 73,0004
will be released as 1% installment for arranging the works, Subsequent instafhment shali - o made
as when required by the beneficiary on production of vouchers and records by e ve npleted
works subject to a minimum of 25% of the total project cost. First installment shall be sdjusted
in the final claim. In case of proposals requiring Rs.25000/- or below | the entire amount -hall be

released on production of proper vouchers.

Lh

. The Devaswam /trusts/owner managing the sacred groves shall maintain proper acee. iy und
vouchers with respect to the expenditure incurred under the scheme and shat produce oo sume
lor inspection , as and when required by the First Party , the Assistant Conservator ot Forests
(Social Forestry) . The Owner /Trustee/ Devaswam signing the Agreement shalf be Luble for
this.

16. 1n case of breach of conditions of Agreement , the agreement shall be terminated alter yeving an

opportunity to be heard and the amount released to the owner /Trustee/Devaswam in s far has

not been utilized as per approved proposal shall be refunded to the Govermnent fortsavith as
determined by the Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry).
¢7. The Scheme will be monitored by the Social Forestry Wing and evaluated by the \igilance

wing of the Kerala Forest Department.

3. GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMEMTATION OF THE SCHEME FOR PROTEC FION AND
CONSERVATION OF SACRED GROVES.

A scheme has been prepered for conservation of mangroves with the following components

1. Providing incentives to the owners for maintaining mangroves
2. Financial Support for regeneration activities.

3. Entry point activities.
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4o Fviension and avwareness.

stgroves are ricl repositories of biological resources having struces ) aduptan s end
phoological characteristics, enabling them to thrive in the estuarme vabivets koerata coo 2 onee

supported a farge tract of mangrove vegetation. Kerala once had 700 sq ki oo nuseron s orests.

winch noe has dwindled, to & great extent.

[t is proposed to support the owners of mangrove areas by awarding monetary incenives
the rate of Rs.4000 per acre for their noble gesture of maintaining the existie mangre- o and
protecting them from destruction and making available the ccosystem sorvices o these

Mangroves o society.

t. The scheme will be co-ordinated and monitored by Social Forestry wing ol the Keral. Forest
Department.
2. The Scheme will be implemented through the respective Assistant € onservator vl iForests

(Social Forestry) of each District.

[

The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) of each District will minvite apsiication

by giving wide publicity about the scheme through the madia,

#. The interested owners shall apply to the Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestr- i ol the
concerned District in the prescribed format along with the proof of original ownership ( title
deed, tax receipt and a certificate from the village officer stating ownership of fand) and  sketch
of the area.

5. The owners of selected mangroves with the assistance of the Assistant Conservalor ol Forests
(Social Forestry) will prepare a detailed sketch of the arca indicating the details of the
mangroves present and activities proposed to ensure their conservation.

6. A District Committee will be set up comprising the foliowing :

i. Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) - Chairman

ii. Representative of District Panchayath - Menmbe
iii. Representative of Research Institution - Member
v Representative of Reputed NGO - Member

7. The Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Social Foresiry) / Conservator of Forests
{Social Forestry) having jurisdiction over the arca will approve the compostion of the Districr
Committee.

8. The District Committee shall scrutinize , evaluate and sclect the mangroves to be supported m

cach District under the scheme. The District Committee will decide on the extent ol the
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mangroves and the amount of fiicentive 1o be payed to thie oy of te nanere
Fhe owners of mangroves selected for support ander te schor wit v can sl i

Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestryd prior to the commengvins o 1 i
{’!l"ligl'iliﬂlﬂc.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Social Forests) will make availabl necessaey fund
o owners through the respective Agsistant Conservaior of Forests (Social ioreniny)

The owners shall sign an Mol with the Assistant Conservator of Forests (Soviad Forestiy) at the
time of giving the seedlings for planting in their land o the effect tst the secdhings planed wall

be protected for one year before the incentive for surviving seediings can be givon

4. GUIDELINES FOR THE SELECTION OF VANAMITHRA AWARD FOR BEST PRACTICES IN

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION.

a. The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) shall give wide publicity in this
regard. .

b. Application for consideration shall be submiticd to the Assistant Conscryator ol Forests
(Social Forestry) of the concerned District.

¢. Individuals , Educational Institutions , NGOs , farmers ete. will be considered for the
award . They are required to furnish a note justifying the claim for the award meluding
photographs. A

d. The Assistant Conservator of Forests (Social Forestry) shull serutiuze the applications
received and recommend two nominations after field verification before the state tevel
comimittce along with his recommendations.

e. There will be only one award in each district.

f. Selection willbe done by a State Level Expert Committee comprising the following

members viz., Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Social Jorestry)

(Chairman).one representative each from Kerala Forest Rescarch msttute (KFRI),
Kerala Agricultural  university and  Jawaharlal  Nchru  Tropical  Botanic
Garden(JNTBGRI), Deputy Conservator of Forests {Wildlile) and an environmentalist
as members. The decision of the Expert Committee will be final.

g. Activities which contributed to the conservation of the biodiversity values of the locality
viz., conservation of sacred groves , mangroves , medicinal plants. wero-biodiversity cte,

will be considered for awards.
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