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1. AnanyaVajpeyi: Righteous RepublicThe Political
Foundations of Modern India, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge 2012, p. 171: “Nehsusearch for the self, | will

past that | savifo some extent | came to her via YWest, and
looked at her as a friendlesterner might have done. | was
eager and anxious to change her outlook an appearance and

argue, was structured around not one but two categories of give her the garb of modernitknd yet doubts arose within
selfhood - categories that are extremely old in Indic discourses me. Did | know India? - | who presumed to scrap much of her
of self as well as in Indic discourses of sovereignty - these past heritage? There was a great deal that had to be scrapped,

being dharma (norm) and artha (purpogeyoss the three
texts that | consider - Discovgr his writings on the national
symbols, and theettersto Chief Ministers - there is a gradual

that must be scrapped; but surely India could not have been
what she undoubtedly was, and could not have continued a
cultured existence for thousands of years, if she had not

transition: the emphasis in the earlier writings rests mainly on - possessed something very vital and enduring, something that
dharma; it then shifts to a tense equipoise between dharma andwas worthwhile. What was this somethingfasojofloag o
artha, and finally the burden of signification comes to rest on Mleleuemenes alooaduwla] @raelowicd Sunil Khilnani:

artha. | translate “dharma” as the &gHspiration and “artha”
as the self purpose; that is, | read Nehru as torn between the
normative and the instrumental aspects of selfhood.”

2. ‘Discovery of India’©leer aigeo (oerL@20® 2)Mo0 @RWYO
wooilad (Title: The Questomado) agyeymyam): “ India was in
my blood and there was much in her that instinctively thrilled
me.And yet | approached her almost as an alien critic, full of
dislike for the present as well as for many of the relics of the

“Nehru’s intent as he absorbed these influences, was to project
onto the course of Indig’past the very quality he sought in
India’s future - ‘some kind of a dream of unityrhus the
defining trait of Indian historythe Begsonian ‘elan vitalthat
remained constat across changing temporal manifestations and
cycles of vitality and somnolence, was Indi@apacity to
conatin divisions and transform them into diversitawaharlal
Nehru: Discovery of India, Penguin India, p. 42 & xxii
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