
 
 

GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Abstract

Science and Technology Department – Establishment of Vaccine Production
Unit at Life Sciences Park, Thonnakkal, Thiruvananthapuram -  Project
Director Appointed - Working Group Constituted  – Orders issued.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY (A) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Ms)No.19/2021/S&TD   Dated,Thiruvananthapuram, 11/06/2021
 
    Read 1  Letter No. F2/31/2020/Health(Part 18) dated 26/05/2021.

2. Minutes of the brainstorming session held on 28/05/2021.
ORDER

                The vaccine production has assumed importance in the country in
the wake of the ongoing Covid19 pandemic. Kerala is ideally positioned in
view of its physiography, climate and human resource potential to establish
itself as a key location of vaccine development and production. The Science
and Technology Department was directed to initiate actions for establishment
of Vaccine Production Unit in the State, as per discussions in a Covid19
review meeting chaired by Hon'ble Chief Minister (read as 1st paper above).

              2. In this context, Government decided to explore the possibility of
establishing vaccine production units in the state. Accordingly, a
brainstorming session was conducted with the experts in health, academia,
industry and administration (read as 2nd paper above).

                   3. Accordingly,it is proposed that a sustainable vaccine
production unit in Kerala be established, which envisions the production of
vaccines / therapeutics, not only against COVID-19 but also against other
viral infections, including seasonal viral infections, though the initial focus is
on the production of COVID -19 vaccine, through a long term PPP (Public -
Private partnership) venture, where the State  invests on establishing the
infrastructure and  invites established companies, which have knowledge,
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technology, capability & experience, to operationalize, with the long-term
objective of vaccines / therapeutics production. The vaccine production unit
may be established at Life Sciences Park, Thonnakkal, Thiruvananathapuram.
Kerala State Industrial Development Corporation (KSIDC) shall provide all
necessary support  at Life Sciences Park, to the selected companies. A
detailed project report that spells out the project cost, investment plans,
infrastructure requirements, human and physical resources, marketing,
economic viability and source of funding shall be prepared. The vaccine
production unit shall function in collaboration with the Institute of Advanced
Virology, that will benefit both sides.

              4. Government have examined the recommendations in detail and
are pleased to :

i. order to initiate action to establish Vaccine Production Unit at Life

   Sciences Park, Thonnakkal, Thiruvananthapuram.
ii. appoint Dr.Chithra. S. IAS as the Project Director of Vaccine

    Production Project, in addition to her existing charges.
iii. constitute a working group with the following members :

1 Prof. K. P. Sudheer, Principal Secretary (Ex-Officio), Science
and Technology Department. Chairman

2 Dr. B.Ekbal, Chairman, State Level Expert Committee on
COVID-19 Management Member

3 Dr. Rajan Khobragade, IAS, Principal Secretary, Health and
Family Welfare Department Member

4 Dr. M.G Rajamanickam, IAS, Managing Director, Kerala
State Industrial Development Corporation

Member

5 Dr. Vijaykumar Sistla, Vaccine Expert, Dr. Reddy’s
Laboratory, Hyderabad Member

6 Dr.Chitra. S. IAS, Project Director of   Vaccine Production
Project

Member
Convenor

iv. permit the working group to co-opt members as and when required ;
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v. entrust the working group to initiate discussions with potential

    companies and to facilitate early vaccine production.

(By order of the Governor)
Dr V P Joy

Chief Secretary

To:

All members of the Working Group

Director, Institute of Advanced Virology

Managing Director, Kerala State Industrial Development
Corporation,,Thiruvananthapuram

Principal Accountant General (A&E/Audit), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram

Finance Department.

Health Department

Industries Department,General Administration(Special E)Department

General Administration (SC) Department (vide minutes of the Council of
Ministers Item No.33 dated 09/06/2021)

Information and Public Relations Department

Stock File/Office Copy

Forwarded /By order

Section Officer
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