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Health & Family Welfare Department - Financial relief to the family of the
deceased Prisoner Sajith - Sanctioned - Orders issued.

HEALTH & FAMELY WELFARE (E) DEPARTMENT
G.O.(Ms)No.133/2021/H&FWQ Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 18/07/2021

Read 1 Notice No.Case No.605/11/12/17/3CD/M-5 from the National Human
Rights Commission.

7 Letter No.- HC(G)-23722/2017/PrQH dated 01/07/2020 from the
Director General of Prisons & Correctional Services,
Thiruvananthapuram.

3 Government Letter No.B2/166/2020/Home dated 21/ 0/2020

4 Letter No. 605/11/12/17/1CD dated 11/02/2021 from the National
Human Rights Commission.

ORDER

The deceased prisoner (C.No. 2144) Sajith S/o Thankappan
(puthanpuraykkal Chirs, Pulinkunnu Village and P.O, Pulinkunnu P.5, Kuttanad
Thaluk, Alappuzha) who was accused U/s 302 and 341 in S.C. 633/09 of the
Hon'ble Additional District Sessions Court(III), Alapuzha was sentenced to
undergo life imprisonment and to pay a fine of Rs.50,000/- and in default to a
sentence of imprisonment one year and was admitted in Central Prison,
Thiruvananthapuram on 12/10/2017. The Jail Medical Officer referred him to
Mental Health Centre on 11/11/2017 as he showed suicidal attempt at prison
premises and he was admitted at Mental Health Centre, Peroorkada on the
same day. While undergoing treatment at Mental Health Centre,
Thiruvananthapuram, the prisoner had committed suicide by hanging in Ward
No.6 at Cell No. 2 on 13/11/2017.

2. As per letter read as 1st paper above, the National Human Rights
Commission issued Notice to the Chief Secretary, Govt. of Kerala u/s 18 of the
PHR Act 1993 to Show Cause as to why a sum of Rs.3,00,000/- (Rupees three
lakh only) be not granted to the Next of Kin of the deceased Sajith. The
Director General of Prisons & Correctional Services (DG(P)) vide letter read as
2nd paper above, reported that there was no lapse on the part of the jail
authorities in the death of the prisoner. The Postmortem Certificate and
Magisterial Enquiry Report reveals that his death occurred due to hanging. On
the basis of the report from DG(P), reply to the Show Cause notice was
submitted before the National Human Rights Commission as per letter read as
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3rd paper above.

3.The Commission considered the reply to the show cause notice
and held that the defense taken in the reply was not acceptable and observed
that it was the responsibility of the authorities of Mental Health Centre,
Peroorkada to provide proper special security and care to the prisoner as he
was a Psychiatric patient and has suicidal tendency and had the authorities
concerned would have been vigilant, a precious life could have been saved and
it amounts to violation of human rights of the deceased for which the State is
vicariously liable to compensate to the Next of Kin of the deceased. Therefore,
the Commission reiterated and confirmed its recommendation for monetary
relief of Rs.3,00,000/- to be paid to the Next of Kin of the deceased Sajith and
directed the Chief Secretary, Govt. of Kerala vide letter read as 4th paper
above, to file compliance report along with the proof of payment within eight
weeks.

4. Government examined the matter in detail and are pleased to
grant an amount of Rs.3,00,000/- (Rupees three lakh only) from the Chief
Minister's Redress Relief Fund to the family of deceased prisoner Sajith who
committed suicide at Mental Health Centre, Thiruvananthapuram on
13/11/2017 while undergoing treatment, subject to the condition that the
amount will be recovered from the responsible officers.

5.The Director of Health Services will take further action on the
recovery of the amount from the responsible Officers and furnish report
before Government urgently.

(By order of the Governor)
Rajan Namdev Khobragade
Principal Secretary

To:

The Director of Health Services, Thiruvananthapuram.

Sri.Thankappan (Puthanpuraykkal Chirs,Pulinkunnu Village and P.O
Pulinkunnu P.S,Kuttanad Thaluk, Alappuzha

The Registrar, National Human Rights Commission, Manavadhikar Bhawan, C-
Block, G.P.O .Complex, INA, New Delhi-110 023.

The Director General of Prisons & Correctional Services, Thiruvananthapuram.
The Principal Accountant General ( Audit), Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.

The Accountant General ( A&E), Thiruvananthapuram.

Revenue (DRF) Department. (With Covering Letter)

Home (B) Department.’
The General Administration (SC) Department

(vide Item No. 124 dated 15/07/2021)
I&PRD, Web & New Media, Thiruvananthapuram.

(for publishing in Government Website)
The Stock File.
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Forwarded ﬂ%y order

Section Officer
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