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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
General Administration (SS) Department
NOTIFICATION -

G. 0. (Ms.) No. 107201 7/GAD.
Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 18th March, 2017,

S.R. O. No. 143/2017.—In exercise of the powers conferred by
clauses (2) and (3) of Article 166 of the Constitution of India, ihe
Governor of Kerala hereby makes the following rules further to amend the

Rules of Business of theé Government of Kerala, namely:-
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L. Short title and commencement.—(1) These rules may be called
the Rules of Business of the Government of Kerala (Amendment)
Rules, 2017.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of the Rules.—In the Rules of Business of the
Government of Kerala, in Part II, in the First Schedule, under the heading
DISTRIBUTION OF BUSINESS AMONG DEPARTMENTS OF THE
SECRETARIAT, under the sub-heading “X. ENVIRONMENT
DEPARTMENT”,—for the existing items thereunder, the following
marginal headings and items shall be substituted, namely:-—

(A) Environment

1. All matters relating to environment and allied matters dealt with
by the Nodal Department.

2. Administration of Biodiversity Act and Rules, Kerala State
Biodiversity Board and allied matters.

3. Administration of all Acts and Rules relating to Environmental
Protection.

Environment awareness, creation of Eco-clubs and allied matters.
Kerala State Pollution Control Board.

Climate change and allied matters.

River conservation programmes.

Environmental awards.

e S L

Environmental Research and Development.
10. ~ Environment Information System.

11.  Kerala Coastal Zone Management Authority and allied matters.



(B) Advice and Opinion

The Environment Department shall be specially responsible for and
charged with the following functions, namely:—

1.

I3

It shall be the Nodal Department in the State in all subjects
related to or impigning on environment or climate.

It shall be responsible for and charged with the implementation of
environment policy of the State, enforcement of the legislative,
statutory and executive measures for protection and conservation
of environment and climate of the Siate, except in the case of the
subjects specifically allotted to any other Departments as per
Part II of these rules.

It shall be responsible for co-ordination of the activities of
different Government Departments, Authorities, Institutions and
Local Governments in the State, relating to environment and
climate.

It shall ensure the Science and Technology inputs are an essential
part of Government’s decision making process with regard to
environmental issues conceming the State. It shall also ensure that
the Scientific Research and Development activities in the related
areas and reports of scientific studies and technological
innovations are put to effective implementation or actionable
Environment Management Schemes.

It shail be responsible for creating environmental awareness and
providing environmental education among citizens especially
students and members of the public through various pubhc as well
as Non Governmental Organizations.

It shall facilitate issues of conservation of environment and
primary environment care through the decentralized planning and
development system of the Local Self Government Institutions ag
an effective mechanism to ensure environmental protection at
grass root level with popular participation.



(C) Other matiers

1. While taking action at Government level as per any statutory

provision or Government Orders in force or for issue of
Government Orders on any maiter that is related to or likely to
affect the environment or environmental components, or seeking
clarification on laws relating to environment, the concerned
Secretariat Department shall seek the remarks of the Environment
Department on all such proposals/project reports and the
"Environment Department shall have representation in the
commitiees being. constituted by Government for overseeing,
monitoring, reviewing or any other matter connected with such
proposals/projects.

2. Copy of every report made or received by any Secretariat
Department .on matters pertaining to environment and with which
the environment is concerned. shall be made available to the
Environment Department if such reports are not directly furnished
to that Department.

By order of the Governor,

SHEELA THOMAS,
Additional Chief Secretary to Government.

Explanatory Note

(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to
indicate its general purport.)

As per the Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 of the
Ministry of Environment and Forests, the Government of India, prior
environmental sanction of Authorities formed at Central and State level is
needed for the environmentally important projects which are specifically
classified as A(lLarge Scale), B(Small Scale). But as far as the State is
concerned there are projects and various activities having serious
repercussion not only on the environment but on public health, agriculture,
environment protection and sustainable development, which do not come
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under the above notification. Even though Government have already made
amendments in the Secretariat Office Manual and Secretariat Instructions
for making it compulsory to obtain remarks from Environment Department
on all proposals/projects that are related to or are likely to affect the
Environment/Environmenial components, no provision have been
incorporated in the Rules of Business to that effect. Hence the
Environment Department has requested to make necessary amendments in
the Rules of Business of the Government of the Kerala. Accordingly, the
Government have decided to make necessary amendments in the Rules of
Business of the Government of Kerala.

The notification is intended to achieve the above object.

33.950.2017/5-16.
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“The Departments of the Secretariat shall invariably obtain the remarks
of the Environment Department on all proposals/ projects that are related to
or are likely to affect the Environment /Environmental components. The
Environment Department shall have representation in the committees being
constituted by Government for overseeing, monitoring, review or any other

matter connected with such proposals/projects”.
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D- Environment De;:iartment
soThe Environment Department shall be specially responsible for

and charged with the following functions: ‘

) It shall be the nodal department in the State in all subjects related
to or impinging on environment or climate.

(i) It shall be responsible for and charged with the implementation of
environment policy of the State, and enforcement of the legislative,
statutory and executive measures for protection and conservation of
environment and climate of the State, except in the case of the subjects
specifically allotted to any other Departments as per Part Il of these

rules.
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(i) it shalt be responsible for co-ordination of the activities of different
Government Departments, authorities, institutions and local bodies in
the State relating to environment and climate.

(iv) It shall ensure that Science and Technology inputs become an
essential part of Government's decision making process with regard to
environmental issues concerning the State and the Scientific Research &
Development activities in the related areas and reports f scientific
studies and technological innovations  are put to effective
implementation or actionable Environmental Management Schemes.

() It shall be responsible for creating environmental awareness and
providing environmental education among students and members of
the Pljbiic through various public as well as Non Governmental
Organisations.

(vi) It shall facilitate fssues of conservation of environment and primary
environment care through the decentralized planning and development
system through the Local Self Government Institutions as an effective
mechanism to ensure environmental protection at grass root level with
popular participation.

& () While taking action at Government level as per any statutory
provision or Gévernment orders in force or for issue of Government
orders on any ‘matter_ that is . related to or likely to affect the
environnient or environmental components, the concerned Secretariat
Department shall seek the remarks of the Environment Department on-
all such proposals/Project reports and the Environment Department
shall have representation in the committees being constituted by
Government for overseeing, monitoring, reviewing or any other matter
connected with such proposals/projects.

(i) The Minister in charge of the Environment Department may in due
discharge of his/her responsibilities as such Minister, call for any files in
which any of the matters mentioned in sub rule ( i ) above are being
dealt with and the Department to which the requisition is concerned
shall supply the same.

(iiiy Copy of every report made or received by any Secretariat
Department on matters pertaining to Environment and with which the
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Environment is concerned shall be made available to the Environment
Department if such reports are not directly furnished to that
Department. |

(fi) The Environment Department may call from any other Department
or Institution any information, records, reports or returns that it may
consider to be necessary for that department to discharge its
responsibilities and such information, records, reports or returns shall be
supplied to the Environment Department on requisition.
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' Schedule-@d Distribution of business among Departments of the

Secretariat opm  Womsowila” ooee VI. Environment Department-ab

m)ailaflalgies  AlEEWEs ald@e @OHVEHOWIIN  HOEEIBU0  BUBEASIOID)

0BV’ 80ad” eniilmgy’ BRGNS of)(M  (HIOGRFUWBETMINS

D@D

moadaflajeaidd a5 pEpIVEWMRs  gMBaiad  quadeflasanad

fNiaD. DEUVAQD] SOMERT MTds .

Environment Department

A)

1.

© PN G orow

All matters relating to environment and allied matters dealt with by the
nodal department.

Administration of Biodiversity Act and Rules, Kerala State Biodiversity
Board and allied matters.

Administration of all Acts and Rules relating to Environmental Protection.
Environment awareness, cfeation of ecoclubs and allied matters.

Kerala State Pollution Control Board.

Climate change and allied matters.

River conservation programmes

Environmental awards

Environmental Research and Development.

10. Environment Information System.

11.Kerala Coastal Zone Management Authority and allied matters.

B) Advice and Opinion

The Environment Department shall be specially responsible for and

"charged with the following functions:-

(i) It shall be the nodal department in the state in all subjects related

to or impigning on environment or climate
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(ii) It shall be responsible for and charged with the implementation
of environment policy of the State, enforcement of the Legislative,
statutory and executive measures for protection and conservation of
environment and climate of the State, except in the case of the
subjects specifically allowed to any other Departments as per Part II of

these rules.

(iii) It shall be responsible for co-ordination of the activities of
different Government Departments, authorities, institutions and local

Governments in the State, relating to environment and climate.

(iv) It shall ensure the Science and Technology inputs are an
essential part of Government's decision making process with regard to
environmental issues concerning the State. It shall also ensure that the
Scientific Research & Development activities in the related areas and
reports of Scientific Studies and technological innovations are put to

effective implementation or actionable Environment Management

Schemes.

(v) 1t shall be responsible for creating environmental awareness and
providing environmental education among citizens especially students
and members of the public through various public as well as non

Governmental Organizations.

(vi) It shall facilitate issues of conservation of environment and
primary environment care through the decentralized planning and
development system of the Local Self Government Institutions as an
effective mechanism to ensure environmental protection at grass root

level with popular participation.



C) Other matters.

(i) While taking action at Government level as per any statutory
provision or Government orders in force or for issue of Government
orders on any matter that is related to or likely to affect the
environment or environmental components, or seeking clarification on
laws relating to environment, the concerned Secretariat Department
shall seek the remarks of the Environment Department on all such
proposals/project reports and the Environment Department shall hiave
representation in the committees being constituted by Governmont for
overseeing, monitoring, reviewing or  any other matter conuceied

with such proposals / projects.

(ii) Copy of every report made or received by any Secrefiitl
Department on matters pertaining to environment and with which
the environment is concerned, shall be made available to (he
Environment Department if such reports are not directly furnished 1o

that Department.
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